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ôThey recognised him at the breaking of the bread õ  é Luke 24  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday 20th April marked the 5th death anniversary of  

Father Adrian Horgan.  
A compilation of photos has been compiled into a video as a 

tribute which can be viewed via our website homepage. 
May ñOur Monsò Rest in Peace. 

 

In the Spirit of St Martha,  
let us continue to help others and  

Carry Hope Everywhere. 
 

The severe crisis that we are all experiencing during the Corona Virus pandemic is challenging us all on so 

many fronts ï socially, financially, emotionally, mentally and for some physically. With the closure of our Church, along with many 

months ahead filled with so much uncertainty, St Marthaôs Parish Strathfield is undertaking various and alternative ways to interact with 

our parishioners and keep them connected to their faith. The Church is very much alive! But with the predictions of what the impact of 

long term isolation, loneliness, financial stress and the decline in the mental health of our fellow Australians, St Marthaôs began circulating 

5,000 of these small packages of HOPE so that they may bring some comfort and spiritual reassurance to those who are able to receive 

one. This keepsake has been lovingly created to bring a small ray of HOPE to individuals, families, parishioners, the elderly locked down 

in their homes and aged care facilities, Health professionals, Care workers, those standing on Centrelink queues worried about their future, 

the homeless who do not have a home to protect them and so many more. The primary goal of this initiative is to inspire everyone, 

regardless of their race, age, gender or denomination, to carry HOPE with them at all times. For this simple reason, at this most stressful 

time for everyone, we would appreciate your support in spreading the HOPE campaign far and wide. Trophy Land was chosen to custom 

design and create the HOPE Keepsake for St Marthaôs Parish as they have been a long time supplier to the Archdiocese of Sydney. 

Ongoing purchases from other Diocese and/or individual parishes, no matter how big or small, would go a long way in assisting this small 

family business to keep afloat during these uncertain times. The HOPE Keepsakes can be ordered directly from Trophy Land Sydney by 

contacting Frank Argiro on 0415 242 017 or by email frank@trophyland.com.au. The prayer card that accompanies the HOPE Keepsake 

was designed and printed by St Marthaôs Parish Office and can be downloaded from our website homepage www.stmarthas.org.au  

 

ñHope does not disappoint, it is not an illusion, it is a hope.  

Beside each other, in love and patience,  

we can prepare a better time in these days.ò  
Pope Francis (source CNA) 

 

The HOPE Keepsakes are available outside the Church or by contacting the Parish Office .  

Donõt forget to upload your images to the  

St Marthaõs Facebook Page with #carryhope 
 

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHAôS ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Jacek (Jack) Cichy 
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon-Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro office@stmarthas.org.au  
Sacramental Coordinator: Patricia Saad (Monday & Tuesday) sc@stmarthas.org.au 

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Li 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΥ Rachel Suriano 

Plenary Council 2020 Ambassador: IŜƭŜƴŀ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 
Youth Ministry: Jessica Gereis  youth@stmarthas.org.au  

 

 

{ǘ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΥ 9764 1184 
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Judy Gastin 
Assistant Principal: Leanne Meehan 

REC: Attilia Kazacos 
 

Vis ion:  

Welcoming  

Eucharistic  

Transformed by the Word  

Full of Grace  

Proclaiming Good News  

Mission:  

Alive with the Spirit  

Inspired by St Martha  

We Celebrate & Witness  

Godõs love 

Using  our Gifts & Talents  

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 
Phone: 9746 6131  Fax: 9764 3040 
Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office: Mon- Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 
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ST MARTHAôS CHURCH WILL REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. ALL MASSES, ROSARY, 

RECONCILIATION, BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS AND NON ESSENTIAL 

GATHERINGS IN THE CHURCH ARE NOW CANCELLED. FUNERALS WILL BE PERMITTED 

UNDERTHE STRICT SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDELINES.  
 

The St Marthaôs 10.00am Mass is streamed live every Sunday 

via the Parish Facebook Page https://fb.me/stmarthasparishstrathfield 

 and YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHB3kQG9jVI&t=1842s  
 

St Marthaôs Church Bells will ring 5 times each day. 
 

Each prayer time is dedicated to a specific group particularly affected by the pandemic at the following times: 
 

9am:  Prayer for those infected with COVID-19 and all those who are sick. 

12pm:  Angelus prayer for health professionals, clergy and all those caring for the sick. 

3pm:  Prayer for the unemployed, financially stressed, isolated or lonely due to COVID-19. 

6pm:  Angelus prayer for the people of Australia and especially our political leaders and health authorities. 

9pm:  Prayer for those who have died from COVID-19 and their families. 
 

Prayer cards are available from the Church doors or accessed via the parish website and Facebook page.  
 

Project Compassion boxes, Planned Giving Envelopes and Easter 

Offerings can be returned to the Parish Office. 
 

Anzac Day  25 th  April  #stand4them 

and Lest We Forget 
Prayers & sprigs of Rosemary are available outside the Church 

A Message from Father Jack  
 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St Marthaôs,  

 

On Saturday we commemorate ANZAC Day.  It would be good to stop, pause for the moment, reflect and remember our 

soldiers and all those involved in various wars. ANZAC day has become a very sentimental day.  A day in which we reflect 

on the many generations who through their sacrifice and mateship gained the peace we now enjoy.  Peace is something we 

should not take for granted.  Currently the topic of world peace is fragile like a ñporcelain potò which can be broken easily.  

Some may say that with all the conflict in the world, it could be the beginning of World War III.  That is why we hope and 

pray that this does not happen. 

 
 

Background on the Gospel 3rd Sunday of Easter (Loyola Press) 
/Î ÍÏÓÔ 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÎ #ÙÃÌÅ !ȟ ÏÕÒ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÉÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÏÆ *ÏÈÎȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÅÅËȭÓ 'ÏÓÐÅÌȟ 
however, is taken from the Gospel of ,ÕËÅȢ !Ó ÉÎ ÌÁÓÔ ×ÅÅËȭÓ 'ÏÓÐÅÌȟ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 'ÏÓÐÅÌ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÕÓ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
disciples came to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead. In these stories we gain insight into how the community of the 
#ÈÕÒÃÈ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÄȢ 7ÈÅÎ ×Å ÒÅÁÄ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 'ospel, we may be surprised to learn that these friends of Jesus could walk 

and converse with him at some length yet not recognize him. Again we discover that the risen Jesus is not always easily recognized. Cleopas and 
the other disciple walk with a person whom they believe to be a stranger; only later do they discover that the stranger is Jesus. We learn that the 
first community met and recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread, just as we meet Jesus in the Eucharist. We can imagine the feelings of the 
Ô×Ï ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍȢ 4ÈÅÉÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÒÕÃÉÆÉÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÉÒ hope is gone. They 
are trying to make sense of what has occurred, so that they can put the experience behind them. Jesus himself approaches the two men, but they 
take him for a stranger. Jesus asks them what they are discussing. He invites them to share their experience and interpretation of the events 
surrounding his crucifixion and death. When the two disciples have done so, Jesus offers his own interpretation of his crucifixion and resurrection, 
citing Jewish Scripture. In that encounter we find the model for our Liturgy of the Wordɂwhat we do each time we gather as a community for the 
Eucharist. We reflect upon our life experiences and interpret them in light of Scripture. We gather together to break open the Word of God. In the 
next part of the story, we find a model for our Liturgy of the Eucharist. The disciples invite the stranger (Jesus) to stay with them. During the meal 
in ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÁÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÅÓȭ ÅÙÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÐÅÎÅÄȠ ÔÈÅÙ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÁÎÇÅÒ ÁÓ *ÅÓÕÓȢ )Î ÔÈÅ %ucharist too we share 
in the breaking of the bread and discover Jesus in our midst. Just as the disciples returned to Jerusalem to recount their experience to the other 
disciples, we too are sent from our Eucharistic gathering. Our experience of Jesus in the Eucharist compels us to share the story with others. 
 

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO WATCH OVER YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES DURING THESE TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY. 
 

Our daily lives need to become the means of experiencing and sharing the risen Lord with others. Just as 
the disciples experienced their risen Lord in their community, let us learn to recognize the presence of 
Jesus in our own homes, social service centres, nursing facilities, work places, hospitals and schools.  

These are also the places where we have the opportunity to convey our peace and joy to others. 
 
 
 

https://fb.me/stmarthasparishstrathfield
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHB3kQG9jVI&t=1842s
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/19/Strathfield_St_Marthas_Catholic_Church_1924.JPG&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Strathfield_St_Marthas_Catholic_Church_1924.JPG&docid=Frjti6pPXDMMTM&tbnid=hNS9s9bavohQNM:&w=2560&h=1920&ei=yAShU6b2GMPIlAXVsYGYAQ&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://www.partyforfreedom.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/anzac-day-20131.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.partyforfreedom.org.au/2013/04/24/anzac-day-is-a-celebration-of-the-australian-spirit/&docid=MxCq-MhKzj-enM&tbnid=1lVwXKlD7D_idM:&vet=1&w=760&h=299&bih=798&biw=1901&ved=0ahUKEwjYw-mP6v_SAhWCVLwKHXtBDn8QMwhvKDgwOA&iact=c&ictx=1


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


