
     

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
‘Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him’ … Matthew 25  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Announcement 

‘Sharing the Word’ will resume this Monday, 9 November, 7 pm. at St 

Martha’s Church. Dr Emmanuel Nathan, will kindly lead us through 

Vatican II documents that have shaped and directed our faith 

community over the past 50 years. Everyone is Welcome. 

 
GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC 
PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY 
COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE 
AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 

 
 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 
Phone: 9746 6131  Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office: Mon- Fri 9.00am-3.00pm 

 
THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Jacek (Jack) Cichy 
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon-Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Fridays) office@stmarthas.org.au  
Sacramental Coordinator: Patricia Saad (Fridays) sc@stmarthas.org.au 
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano 
Plenary Council 2020 Ambassador: Helena O’Neill 

Youth Ministry: Jessica Gereis  youth@stmarthas.org.au  
 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Judy Gastin 
Assistant Principal: Leanne Meehan 

REC: Attilia Kazacos 
 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side 

entrance contains various resources for children regarding 
Safeguarding. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or 

anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish 

Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.  

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
 

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 

PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

Please  
continue  

to support the 
St Vincent De Paul Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes. 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
 

 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  

8-9am Adoration, 9am Benediction, 9.10am Healing Mass and 

Anointing of the Sick,  

followed by reconciliation 
 
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

 

BAPTISM:  

2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

by appointment only.  

(One months’ notice is required).  

 

Next Preparation Session:  
6th December 2020 in the Parish Hall 

Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 
 

 

ROSARY: Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass, Wednesday, Thursday 
& Friday 8.30am and 7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian 

Movement of Priests Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 
 

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT  

ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:  
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am 

(School term only) 
 
 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2  

& Catholic Leader $2.50  
are available at the Church Entrances. 
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2021 Columban Art 
Calendars  

($9 each) &  
Christmas Card Packs 

($7 each)  
are now available 
at the back of the 

Church  
 

CWF November 
Parish Appeal 

The next Charitable 
Works Fund (CWF) 

Parish Appeal will be 
held on 7 and 8 

November 2020. 
Your donation will 

help those most vulnerable in Sydney - including 
our local Aboriginal community, as well as single 
mothers facing homelessness, people struggling 

with mental health issues and many others. Appeal 
envelopes will be provided for your use so please 

keep an eye out for them. You can also make a 
donation and find out more at 

www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

 

COULD THE PARISHIONER 
CURRENTLY USING   

PLANNED GIVING ENVELPOPE NUMBER 
25  

KINDLY CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE. 
2019/2020 TAX RECEIPTS AND NEW SETS OF 

WEEKLY PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES CAN BE 
COLLECTED FROM THE PARISH OFFICE.  

 
 

November Mass 

Intentions 

During the month of November we 
remember those who have returned 

to the Father!  
We invite all families to come 

forward and write the names of 

departed loved ones in the books of 

remembrance during the month of 

November. Offering Envelopes can 

be placed in the Offering Box or 

given to Fr Jack. (Due to the large 

volume, names cannot be printed in 

the bulletin. 

 

 
Background on the Gospel Reading -  

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus talks about what it means to 

be prepared to receive the Kingom of Heaven. This week’s 

reasing follows a series of warnings and predictions by Jesus about the 

coming of the Son of Man. Jesus wants his disciples to understand that 

the exact day and time cannot be predicted. He teaches the disciples that 

they must remain vigilant so that they will bot be caught unprepared. 

When thinking about the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, it is 

important to consider the first century wedding traditions of Palestine. 

Scholars tell us that it was the custom of the day for young maidens – 

friends and family members of the bride – to meet the bridegroom when 

he came to bring his bride to her new home. As with many of Jesus’ 

parables, several levels of interpretation are possible. In last week’s 

Gospel, we heard Jesus warn against following the example of the 

Pharisees and scribes. If read in the context of early Christianity’s 

struggle to define itself against Pharisaic Judaism, this parable is a 

continuing critique of Judaism. It suggests that the Jewish leaders were 

like foolish virgins, unprepared to meet Jesus, the bridegroom of Israel. 

In the chapter preceding this parable, however, Jesus warns about the 

destruction of Jerusalem, the tribulation of the end times, and the coming 

of the Son of Man. When read in this context, today’s parable is a 

warning to the Christian community to remain vigilant and prepared to 

receive Jesus, the Son of Man who will return at the end of time. This 

interpretation is supported by the reference to the delay of the 

bridegroom. The Christian community for whom Matthew wrote this 

Gospel was coming to terms with the realisation that the promise of 

Jesus’ return would not be fulfilled within their lifetimes. The question 

remains for us to ask ourselves, are we ready to receive Jesus? Will we 

be prepared to receive him? 

 

NEW CHURCH HISTORY BOOK  
ST PATRICK’S MORTLAKE  

St Martha’s Parish Historian, Damian Gleeson, has just 
published “An Enduring Flame”, a history of St 

Patrick’s Parish, Mortlake from 1885. 2020 marks 125 years since 
construction of St Patrick’s Church, which was built to serve the 

workers and families of the (now former) Gas Works. This 
scholarly 164-page-book carefully examines the parish’s history in 

a sensitive but transparent manner. The story includes the highs 
and lows, opportunities and challenges, joys and sorrows of a local 
Irish-Australian community. It is solidly footnoted to assist family 

and local historians. From 1894-1929 Mortlake was part of St 
Mary’s Burwood (Concord), then came under St Ambrose Concord 
West until 1934, before returning to Concord, and finally, gaining 
independence in 1943. Dozens of rare photos assist in bringing to 

life the people and clergy. The faith, energy and commitment of the 
early Irish settlers has flourished, and successive generations of 

people from many different cultures and nationalities have 
contributed to the wonderfully diverse and vibrant parish 

community we share today. Order for the book, which will be 
officially launched by Monsignor John Usher in mid- November, 
may be made through the Mortlake Parish Office, 9743 1017 or 
email: parish@stpatsmortlake.org.au.  Just $25 plus postage. A 
wonderful Christmas present! An Enduring Flame: St Patrick’s 

Mortlake 1885-2020. An Irish-Australian working-class community 
by Dr Damian John Gleeson 

 

Go Make Disciples- Prayer for Renewal Campaign 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a new Archdiocesan 

Mission Plan Go Make Disciples on 12 December, the Feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, the Star of the New Evangelisation.  The new plan 

is aimed at renewing our parishes as places of encounter with the living 

Christ and centres of evangelisation and outreach to our community in 

love and mercy.  In the weeks and months ahead we hope you will join 

us in an Archdiocesan-wide prayer campaign beginning on the Feast of 

All Saints (1 November), calling on the Holy Spirit, to prepare the 

hearts of each of us and of all our parishes and Eucharistic 

communities to receive anew the fire of God’s love and the desire to be 

ever more faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ.  Please join us by praying 

the attached prayer together at the end of each Mass, in your prayer 

group, and in your homes.  More about the campaign in this weekend’s 

Catholic Weekly.  For more information contact Parish Renewal Team 

at the Sydney Centre for Evangelisation, Archdiocese of Sydney on 

9390 5307 or elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org 

In the Spirit of St Martha, let us continue to help 
others and Carry Hope Everywhere. 
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The 10am Mass last Sunday was not livestreamed due to technical issues as 
the Parish Office was without phones and internet until Wednesday. We 

apologise for any inconvenience that this may have caused. 
 

First Holy Communion 
 

We pray for the Candidates during this period of preparation to receive 
the sacrament of First Eucharist. 

 
     Retreat               November 14 from 2.00pm-4.30pm 
 

First Holy Communion Masses 
 

Sunday 15 November 12pm, Saturday 21 November 11am and 22 November 12pm 
 

“O Jesus, who has loved us with such exceeding great love as to give us the ineffable gift of the Holy Eucharist, inflame 
us with a burning zeal to promote your glory by preparing worthily the little children who are to approach your Holy Table 

for the first time. Protect, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, these young souls from the assaults of evil, strengthen their faith, 
increase their love, and endow them with all the virtues that will make them worthy to receive you. Amen” 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Recently Deceased: 
 

Enid Wynne, Frances Doumit, Jill Jones, Sr Frances Gaynor OP, Enid Wynne, Audrey Clark, Carmello Ponzio, 
Terry Stewart, Joseph Touma, Jill Watson, Frances Spicer, Shirley White, Clare Kenny. 
  

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Gerald Wilson, John Ferguson, Daniel Lucich, Ken Fraser, 
Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore (Phillip) Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly, 
Stefano, Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & 
Alice Herro, John, Doreen & Des McNamara Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & 
Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart & Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield. 
Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Caterina & Matteo Genova, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Guiseppe & 
Romilda Reginato, Peter & Terasa Choi, Thomas Cahill, Mary & Patrick Marrins. 
 

Anniversaries: 
 

Frank & Marie Monaghan, Lawrie Soares, Hubert Saldanha, Blanche Saldanha, Maud Soares, Mary G Cahill, 
Cornelius Ryan, Roger O’Reilly, Noel Jebanasam, Stephaine Kehoe, Caterina & Matteo Genova, Tom & 
Michelle Christy, Eric Sidoti, Steven Elias, Dorothea Starr, Bernard & Mark Kelly, Eric Leahy & Marie Leahy, 
Joy Quinlan & Kevin Quinlan, Giuseppe & Raffaele Pagano, Mary Campion, John Liu & Mary Liu. 
 

Sick Intentions: Tony Grace, Baby Alice & the Ladd Family, Margaret Davidson, Marc Kayrouz & Peter Starr. 
 

Special Intentions: Anne Goodrick, Fr Titmus, Rr O’Rourke, Rineesh & Wander, The McIllawaine Family, The soul of Mario 
Barone, Tony Chow, Michael Kenny. For Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. 
 

 Remembering someone with a Mass Intention honours them in a unique way – surrounding them with the warmth of 

God’s love. A Mass may be offered for the living or deceased, for a Birthday, Anniversary, for somebody who is ill, or 

for a special intention. Mass Intention envelopes are available at the Church Entrances. If you would like a Mass 

offered on a particular date, please contact the parish office to arrange this. 
 

14th & 15th November 
 

 VIGIL 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Special Vince Blefari Gian Surjadinata Raymond K / Maria F Ravi Family 

  Ministers Beatrice Bonnet Artha Surjadinata Georgia E. Ravi Family 

   Meaghan Williamson  

 VIGIL 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Donald Bonnet Greg Glass Helen Williamson Miriam Redolfi 

 Helen Blefari Paulina Roncevic Rachel Suriano Joanne Govorcin 

 VIGIL 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Frederick S. Thomas C. Kristian K. Marina B. 

Servers Christian S. James T. Luca K. Oliver B. 

 Samuel P. Volunteer Needed Beatrice L. Volunteer Needed 

 Luke P. Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

Wardens VIGIL 8AM 10AM 6PM 

 Anne Chow Phil Robinson Trudie Rogers Theresa Kuk 
 

If you are unable to attend your rostered Mass kindly organise a replacement.  
The current Roster is available to collect from the side entrance of the Church or via the parish website. 
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P R A Y E R  C A R D S  A R E  A V A I L A B L E  I N  T H E  C H U R C H  F O Y E R  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ 

 

As we begin to move forward into a somewhat different future than we 

may have had planned at the beginning of this year, you may be looking 

for a place to take some time out! As an individual or in a small group 

you may be looking for some space to discern and plan for what the 

future might look like for you personally or for your organization/group. 

MSSC is able to provide a very special reflection space, in a quiet rural 

setting including twin single room with ensuite accommodation and 

garden or valley views, this truly is a place to find peace. 

 

As a COVID-Safe registered business and with restrictions being eased 

we can now provide private room accommodation for up to 18 guests 

and up to 54 day guests, with social distancing in the dining and 

conference rooms. Our costs are very reasonable, so if you are 

considering some time out we would be happy to assist you with any 

requirements you may have. 

 

We are also taking bookings for 2021 so if you are already making plans 

don’t hesitate to give us a call to book in your conference or retreat, our 

overnight and day guest number limits will increase again as restrictions 

return to normal. 

 

Looking forward to hearing from you. Take care in all that we are 

confronted with and may we rest in God’s abundant love for each one of 

us. 

 

MOUNT SCHOENSTATT SPIRITUALITY CENTRE 

230 Fairlight Road Mulgoa NSW 2745 



 


