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THe Hory FAMILY OF Jesus, MARY AND JOsePH / B

SEE THIS CHILD! Many parents have looked at their newborn child and wondered:
what will this child turn out to be? Parenting is always a journey in faith in which there

will be occasions of joy, and also times of pain, as Abraham and Sarah, and Mary and
Joseph, discovered. On this feast of the Holy Family, let us pray for all families.

UCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Lk 2:16
The shepherds went in haste, and found
Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in
a manger.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first born of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give

you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, / you take away the
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; /
you take away the sins of the world, /
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, /
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. O God, who were pleased to give us

the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them in
practising the virtues of family life and in the

bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your
house, delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Gen 15:1-6; 21: 1-3
A reading from the book of Genesis.

Your own son shall be your heir.

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a
vision, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield,;
your reward will be very great’.

‘My Lord,” Abram replied ‘what do you
intend to give me? I go childless . . .” Then
Abram said, ‘See, you have given me no
descendants; some man of my household
will be my heir’. And then this word of the
Lord was spoken to him, ‘Ie shall not be
your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh
and blood’. Then taking him outside he said,
‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you
can. Such will be your descendants’ he told
him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who
counted this as making him justified.

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had
said, and did what he had promised her. So
Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham
in his old age, at the time God had promised.
Abraham named the son born to him Isaac,
the son to whom Sarah had given birth.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 104: 1-6, 8-9.R. w. 7, 8
R. The Lord remembers his covenant for
ever.

1. Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name, /
make known his deeds among the peoples. /
O sing to him, sing his praise; / tell all his
wonderful works! R.

2. Be proud of his holy name, / let the hearts
that seek the Lord rejoice. / Consider the Lord
and his strength; / constantly seek his face. R.
3. Remember the wonders he has done, /
his miracles, the judgements he spoke. /

O children of Abraham, his servant, / O sons
of the Jacob he chose. R.

4. He remembers his covenant for ever, / his
promise for a thousand generations, / the
covenant he made with Abraham, / the oath
he swore to Isaac. R.
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SECOND READING Heb 11:8,11-12, 17-19
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
The faith of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac.

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the
call to set out for a country that was the
inheritance given to him and his descendants,
and that he set out without knowing where
he was going.

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of
being past the age, was made able to conceive,
because she believed that he who had made
the promise would be faithful to it. Because
of this, there came from one man, and one
who was already as good as dead himself,
more descendants than could be counted, as
many as the stars of heaven or the grains of
sand on the seashore.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put
to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered
to sacrifice his only son even though the
promises had been made to him and he had
been told: It is through Isaac that your name
will be carried on. He was confident that God
had the power even to raise the dead; and so,
figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac
from the dead.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Heb 1: 1-2
Alleluia, alleluia! In the past God spoke

to our fathers through the prophets; now
he speaks to us through his Son. Alleluia!
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Eucharistic to support the Inspired by St Martha
Transformed by the Word St Vincent De Paul Society We Celebrate & Witness
Full of Grace through the Church God’s love
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P SAFE GUARDING
Tuesday: 7.30am ?

{ Wednesday: 9.10am A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
(& Thursday: 9.10am ¢ entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Friday: 9.10am

Safeguarding.

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you - or
anyone you know — have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

1%t Saturday of every month:
8-9am Adoration, 9am Benediction, 9.10am Healing Mass and
Anointing of the Sick,
followed by reconciliation

. Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Saturday aﬁggcl%;\:f ,IVII‘;S'?Z:%;\I f;lppointment Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
' ' Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
BAPTISM: Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
— 27 & 4t Sundays of the month at 11.00am take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.
e by appointment only. )
pury 2k
One months’ notice is required). S\ (/4 :
L ( ice is required) Jew | Office of the
Next Preparation Session: soemwen | Children’s Guardian
7t February 2020 in the Parish Hall IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Contact the Parish office for more information. IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
. CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
MA(R6RIACE}:E§: Bty ap'pOIntmen;)only, -ﬁfﬁ\? PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
montns  notice 1s required). .

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
ROSARY: Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass, Wednesday, Thursday PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
& Friday 8.30am and 7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.
Movement of Priests Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT

‘Sharing the Word’ WL

ST MARTHA’S CHURCH: : ) @

Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am Mondays at 7 pm |n. St Martha’s Church. \(
Resumes February 2021 Everyone is Welcome.

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
& Catholic Leader $2.50
are available at the Church Entrances.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC
PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY
COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE
AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.
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During January the Parish Office will be open on Wednesdays and Thursdays only.

Dear Parishioners,

As you will have heard, the Archbishop has now appointed a permanent Parish Priest for St Martha’s, Fr John Hayes, who will begin his
ministry here at the end of January. As I have explained previously, this appointment arises out of many changes across the Archdiocese
over the next two months. Fr John Hayes is one of the most experienced pastors in the Archdiocese, most recently at Pagewood and
Maroubra for many years. The Archbishop’s policy is that parish priests normally move after 12 years in order to both share their gifts with
other parishes, and to allow for renewal within parishes. He is very grateful to Fr John for his willingness to take up this new ministry. This
change will give Fr Jack Cichy the chance for overdue sabbatical leave. We are very grateful to Fr Jack for his conscientious ministry at St
Martha’s over the past few years. As a former parishioner myself, I know that St Martha’s parish has a wonderful tradition and great potential;
however, it has in recent times been marred by internal tensions that have affected the unity of the parish, and undermined good will towards
some of the parish staff. A very small minority of people have made unfounded, and often defamatory, criticisms of some staff. Such
conduct will not be tolerated in any parish in the Archdiocese. I urge those who have been responsible for these issues to take a step back
and to begin to help restore harmony and Christian charity within the community. This change comes at an important time in the life of our
Archdiocese. I trust that all parishioners will welcome Fr Hayes, and work with him to continue the renewal of St Martha’s parish in keeping
with the Archbishop’s new Mission Plan, Go Make Disciples. Once again, on behalf of the Archbishop, I thank Fr Jack very sincerely for
his ministry at St Martha’s, and I wish him well as he now enjoys time for renewal in preparation for his next appointment.

with prayers and best wishes for the New Year,

Fr Gerald Gleeson, Vicar General.

THANK YOU to everyone who made the Christmas Masses so prayerful and full of joy! We appreciate all
those who participated across the ministries — Acolytes, Altar Servers, Choir members, Communion
ministers, Readers & Wardens. Thank you for contributing so generously towards the St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Appeal & Giving Tree!

New Year’s Day Mass will be celebrated at 9.10am on
Friday 1st January.

MASS INTENTIONS

Recently Deceased: Roxann Astruc, Patrick Griffith, James Brady, Patricia Wilson, Norma Shore, Sr Pauline Smith rsm,
Marie Verschuer, Enid Wynne, Frances Doumit, Jill Jones, Sr Frances Gaynor OP.

Repose of The Soul:  Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Gerald Wilson, John Ferguson, Daniel Lucich, Ken
Fraser, Connie Wong, Mary Bentley, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore (Phillip) Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy
Starr, Roger O'Reilly, Stefano, Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald &
Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, John, Doreen & Des McNamara Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim
vy D Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart & Christopher John Stewart, Dr
Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Tom O’Rourke, Norman & Christine Coorey.

Anniversaries: Des McNamara, Alice Herro, John Behringer, Monica Ryan, Beryl Erskine, Michael Donegan, Elisa,
Patrick & Mereani Chang, Declan & Redmond Dower, Thomas Kenny, Dorothea Francis Starr, William
(Bill) Starr, Harry Thorpe, John Harrington, John St George, Patrick Griffith.

Sick Intentions: Neale Apps, Angela Vasta, Pat Fraser, Tony Grace, Baby Alice Ladd, Margaret Davidson, Marc Kayrouz
& Peter Starr.

Special Intentions: Margaret, Meredith & Hannah Apps, Siva Sothy, The Pagano & Colagiuri Families, May & Frank
Grieves, Eileen Givney, Anne Goodrick. For Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.

Czarina Mendoza Cruz
Cathy Milgate

]

Julie Erskine Henness
Camille Kafka

- vier

Beatrix A.

Gina Surjadinata
Andri Surjadinata

Relyn Ponce
Anne Marrins

Cue Family
Cue Family

Maria Soares

Mark Soares Anne Chow

Greg Glass
Maria Yu

Melanie Yates Lena Melhem

Zachariah B.

Mary Louise I. Katarina S.

Natalie C. Shannon D. Antoinette B. John Paul B.
Aidan L. Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed
Lachlan M. Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed

Phil Robinson Mary Cooke Trudie Rogers Vince Blefari
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GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

The child grew to maturity, and he was filled

Lk 2: 22, 39-40

with wisdom.

When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents
of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord.

When they had done everything the Law of
the Lord required, they went back to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile
the child grew to maturity, and he was filled
with wisdom; and God’s favour was with him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Longer form Lk 2: 22-40
HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed May be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread

and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of
conciliation, humbly asking that, through
the intercession of the Virgin Mother of God
and Saint Joseph, you may establish our
families firmly in your grace and your peace.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with vou.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

: P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I, 11 OR 11l OF THE NATIVITY
OF THE LORD

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your resurrection

until you come again.

&

| COMMUNION RITE

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by

divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

: P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray ...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the

. glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said ...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy

that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word

and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Bar 3:38
Our God has appeared on the earth, and
lived among us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Bring those you refresh with this heavenly
Sacrament, most merciful Father, to imitate
constantly the example of the Holy Family,
so that, after the trials of this world, we may
share their company for ever. Through Christ
our Lord.

R. Amen.

A SERVICE OF THE SOCIETY OF ST PAUL
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P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your sbirit.

Rty

- P. May aimighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ™ and the Holy
Spirit.

- R. Amen.
- P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

R. Thanks be to God.

.

~ BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

GOD AT WORK IN THE FAMILY

In today’s readings, there is a tension
between dreams and reality, between hope
and fear, that helps us situate ourselves
as we reflect on the Holy Family and our
own experience of family life. The letter
to the Hebrews speaks rightly of Abraham
and Sarah as being models of faithfulness,
however, this should not blind us to the
very real struggles they experienced.

At times both Abraham and Sarah had
lost heart and become fearful that God’s
promises were only a false hope after all.
Abraham had decided to make one of his
young relatives his heir. Sarah hoped that
her slave Hagar would give them the son
they longed for. In the end, God would
realise the promises made to them despite
their attempts to take matters into their

own hands!

As Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the
Temple they bring all their hopes and
fears for him as they wonder how his life
will unfold. Simeon and Anna recognise
that God is powerfully at work in this
child but Simeon also warns how Jesus’
life will be marked by both success, as
well as rejection. What Simeon and Anna
have the eyes to see is that God’s saving
plan will be at work in all that will befall
him.

While models of family life are placed
before us today it is important not to
judge ourselves too harshly. Abraham and
Sarah had their difficulties, and Mary and
Joseph did not always understand how
God was at work in their family either!

CHRISTOPHER MONAGHAN CP
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