
 

 

  



 

WISHING YOU ALL A SAFE, 

JOYFUL AND  

PEACE FILLED CHRISTMAS! 
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ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for all the lovely cards & gifts ... Fr Jack 
 

BOXING DAY MASS ON SATURDAY 26
TH

 DECEMBER WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 9.10AM  
 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
As you will have heard, the Archbishop has now appointed a permanent Parish Priest for St Martha’s, Fr John Hayes, 
who will begin his ministry here at the end of January.  This appointment arises out of many changes across the 
Archdiocese over the next two months.  Fr John Hayes is one of the most experienced pastors in the Archdiocese, most 
recently at Pagewood and Maroubra for many years.  The Archbishop’s policy is that parish priests normally move after 
12 years in order to both share their gifts with other parishes, and to allow for renewal within parishes.  He is very 
grateful to Fr John for his willingness to take up this new ministry.  This change will give Fr Jack Cichy the chance for 
overdue sabbatical leave.  We are very grateful to Fr Jack for his conscientious ministry at St Martha’s over the past few 
years. I know that some parishioners have objected to Fr Jack’s moving on; while this is a good sign of your appreciation 
for him, the movements of priests is a normal part of diocesan life, which I would ask you all to accept.  The Archbishop 
has to balance the needs of all the parishes, the gifts of different priests, and particular circumstances at any given time.   
As mentioned, there is currently a need for significant changes across the Archdiocese, and each change triggers the 
need for other changes, and so on.  I trust that all parishioners will welcome Fr Hayes, and work with him to continue 
the renewal of St Martha’s parish in keeping with the Archbishop’s new Mission Plan, Go Make Disciples.  Once again, on 
behalf of the Archbishop, I thank Fr Jack very sincerely for his ministry at St Martha’s, and I wish him well as he now 
enjoys time for renewal in preparation for his next appointment.  I am sure you will organise a suitable farewell in due 
course. With prayers and best wishes for a peaceful Christmas, and happy start to the New Year 
Fr Gerald Gleeson, Vicar General. 

 

Christmas Day Table Prayer 
By Edward Hays 

 

 Lord God of Life, 
together with the beautiful traditions 

of decorating the Christmas tree, 
of singing carols and giving gifts, 

this Christmas dinner is an important part 
of our celebration of the birth 

of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Come, Lord our God, 

and surround our feast day table 
as we delight in this joyous season of Christmas. 
Gift us in this meal with the taste of happiness 

as we savor this coming together of family and friends. 
As sparkling stars and singing angels rejoiced 
at the birth of the Christ Child in Bethlehem, 

so may we take great joy 
in this our Christmas dinner-celebration. 

May You, our God, bless it and us 
in Your holy name. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone that helped 

& contributed to our Christmas 

celebrations.  

It has been wonderful sharing this 

JOYOUS feast with you!  

Merry Christmas 

Wesołych Świąt 

Buon Natale 

Milad Majid 

Sretan Bozic 

Joyeux Noel 

Selamat Hari Natal 

Buone Feste Natalizie 

IL-Milied It-tajjeb 

Maligayang Pasko 

Chuc Mung Giang Sinh 

Feliz Navidad 

Kala Christouyenna 

Sung Tan Chuk Ha 

Sheng Dan Kuai Le 

Gesëende Kersfees 

Parish Administrator: Fr Jacek (Jack) Cichy 
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon-Thurs) 

admin@stmarthas.org.au 
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Patricia Saad (Friday) sc@stmarthas.org.au 
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano 
Plenary Council 2020 Ambassador: Helena O’Neill 

Youth Ministry: Jessica Gereis  youth@stmarthas.org.au  
 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

REC: Attilia Kazacos 
 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 
Phone: 9746 6131  Fax: 9764 3040 
Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 
Parish Office: Mon- Thurs 9.00am-3.00pm 
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