ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Priest in Residence: Father David Ramirez
Seminarian in Residence: Joao Aguiar
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday 9am – 2.30pm) office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘Jesus, like Elijah & Elisha, was not sent only to the Jews’ … Luke 4
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 9am – 2.30pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Resumes February 2022
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

PRINTED MASS INTENTIONS WILL RESUME FROM FEBRUARY
Background on the Gospel Reading

(Loyola Press)

This Sunday we read from the Gospel of Luke, continuing immediately from last week's Gospel. Recall that in last Sunday's Gospel,
Jesus read from the prophet Isaiah and announced that this Scripture was now fulfilled. In today's Gospel, we learn that the people
of Nazareth are impressed by Jesus' words, and yet they seem surprised. They still think of Jesus as merely Joseph's son. They do
not expect such words from someone they believe that they know. This Gospel is about who Jesus is and who people believe him
to be. The story of Jesus' preaching and rejection at Nazareth is found in each of the Synoptic Gospels. In Luke's Gospel, this
incident is told in a way that foretells Jesus' passion and death and helps explain the inclusion of the Gentiles in the promise of salvation. In Luke's Gospel
this incident appears at the beginning of Jesus' ministry; in Matthew and Mark, this event is placed considerably later, after Jesus has preached and taught
elsewhere. Only Luke identifies the content of Jesus' teaching in any detail, telling us that Jesus read from the book of the prophet Isaiah in the synagogue.
In Mark and Matthew's Gospels, Jesus teaches in the synagogue in Nazareth, and the townspeople take offense because Jesus is only the son of a carpenter.
They reject his authority to teach them. In Matthew and Mark, it is only after Jesus is rejected that he observes times when Israel has rejected prophets. In
Luke's Gospel, the people are surprised but not immediately offended by Jesus' words in the synagogue. It is the words that follow his reading from the
prophet Isaiah that seem to offend them. Jesus challenges and provokes the people of Nazareth by referring to examples in which Israel rejected the prophets.
He also challenges them to respond to his message, the message of a prophet, in a way that is different from their ancestors. This call for a new response
leads to his rejection. It is helpful to consider the historical context of Luke's Gospel. Luke has witnessed the acceptance of the gospel message among many
Gentiles. He endeavors to explain why the Good News of Jesus has not been as well-received by his Jewish contemporaries. Luke's report interprets the
cause of Jesus' rejection at Nazareth in the context of this later Christian history. Just as the people at Nazareth did not welcome the Good News that Jesus
announced, so too many among the people of Israel will not accept the preaching of the gospel. After Jesus' words of challenge, Luke reports that there was
a movement to kill Jesus by throwing him over a cliff. This differs from the reports found in Mark and Matthew's Gospels, where Jesus is said to be unable
to perform miracles in Nazareth because of the people's lack of faith. Luke says that Jesus walks away from the crowd that intended to kill him; it is not yet
his time. The animosity of the people of Nazareth prefigures and prepares the reader of Luke's Gospel for the cross. Luke wants all to understand that it is
through his death on the cross that Jesus offers God's salvation to all.

i4give Week (1-7 February 2022)
Parents Daniel & Leila Abdallah have created i4give Day as a remembrance of the four angels
that were tragically lost on the 1st of February 2020. This is to also help others who have
suffered in a similar way. As well as this, it is a National day of forgiveness where you could
find someone you can forgive or ask for forgiveness. “Our four children are now our four
saints and this day is for them. Forgiveness is the greatest gift you can give yourself and
others. The more you practice the better you become at it and it allows you to live peacefully and to heal. Forgiveness is more for the
forgiver than the forgiven” Danny & Leila Abdallah. You are encouraged to search your heart and find someone you can forgive on
this day. Set them free and feel the freedom of forgiveness. i4give Week is a week of forgiveness activities from 1-7 February 2022,
commencing with i4give Day on 1 February. i4give Week 2022 seeks to engage all communities and across Australia in a shared
embrace of the universal good of forgiveness. During i4give Week 2022, the Foundation will coordinate publicity and events, generate
conversation and resources, and attain a high media profile about forgiveness across Australia. These efforts will enable faith
communities and community organisations such as schools and charities to engage their communities with the forgiveness message
and align appropriate related activities within their settings. We encourage each community group to participate to the conversation,
engaging in the spirit of positive collaboration and in keeping with “the greater good” for community reconciliation. Join us by
registering your community group/school/church for participation in i4give week events below. i4give Sunday is on 6 February
2022 and serves to engage all Christian churches across Australia to unite in a shared embrace of the Christ centred approach to
forgiveness. In the spirit of Jesus prayer for unity (John 17:21) r Christians are encouraged to engage in conversation around
forgiveness and its power to heal and restore broken relationships. The message of deep forgiveness based in a forgiving God starts
within and among churches and going out from there into the community. As partners, Christian Churches and communities are
encouraged to pray for reconciliation found in forgiveness through Jesus Christ during i4give Week in Australia.
(Resources are available to take home in the Church Floyer)
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” Ephesians 4:32

5th & 6th February
5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Yvonne Martins
Christine Ng

Khairallah Family
Khairallah Family

Cue Family
Cue Family

Special
Ministers

Tandiono Family
Tandiono Family

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Readers

Natalie Baini
Marianna Soo

Daniel Martins
Greg Glass

Anne Marrins
Steve Doumit

Jenny O’Hehir
Volunteer Needed

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Lincoln M.
Hayden M.
Frederick S.
Christian S.

Julian M.
Lucas M.
Jacob M.
Volunteer Needed

Luca K.
Elijah M.
Anthony S.
Thomas S.

Lawrence X.
Jayden Y.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Altar
Servers

Wardens

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Phil Robinson

Georgette Sahyoun

Trudie Rogers

Anne Chow

In the Spirit of St Martha, let us continue to help others and Carry Hope Everywhere.

