ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Priest in Residence: Father David Ramirez
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday 9am – 2.30pm) office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!’ … Luke 6
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 9am – 2.30pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Resumes February 2022
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

This week we said farewell to our 2
‘Seminarians in residence’
Joao Aguiar & Daniel Kwaudi
who have returned to Perth.
Most of you missed the opportunity
to say goodbye as they were granted
permission to enter WA at short
notice and must quarantine before
they can return to the Seminary to
continue their studies. We wish them
all the best.
COVID 19
As the Omicron variant continues to spread in NSW, we would
like to remind you that it is compulsory for anyone aged 12 years
and over to wear a mask whilst inside the Church. We wish to
thank everyone for their cooperation and patience over these
past few difficult months.
Background on the Gospel Reading

(Loyola Press)

Last Sunday we heard Jesus call Peter to be his disciple. Jesus then travels with Peter and the other disciples. Luke
reports acts of healing (a person with leprosy and a paralytic man) and the call of Levi, the tax collector. Jesus also
replies to questions from the Pharisees regarding fasting and the observance of the Sabbath. In the verses
immediately before today's gospel reading, Jesus is reported to have chosen 12 men from among his disciples to be
apostles. Apostle is a Greek word that means “one who is sent.” Today's gospel reading is the beginning of what is
often called the Sermon on the Plain. We find a parallel to this passage in Matthew 5:1-7,11 that is often called the
Sermon on the Mount. As these titles suggest, there are differences and similarities between these gospel readings.
When spoken from the mountaintop in Matthew's Gospel, we can't miss the impression that Jesus is speaking with the authority and voice of
God. The mountaintop is a symbol of closeness to God. Those who ascend the mountain see God and speak for God; recall the story of Moses
and the Ten Commandments. As Luke introduces the location of Jesus' teaching, Jesus teaches on level ground, alongside the disciples and
the crowd. Luke presents Jesus' authority in a different light. He is God among us. Another distinction found in Luke's version is the audience.
Luke's Sermon on the Plain is addressed to Jesus' disciples, although in the presence of the crowd; Matthew's Sermon on the Mount is
addressed to the crowd. In keeping with this style, the Beatitudes in Luke's Gospel sound more personal than those in Matthew's Gospel—
Luke uses the article “you” whereas Matthew uses “they” or “those.” There is also a difference in number: Matthew describes eight beatitudes;
Luke presents just four, each of which has a parallel warning. The form of the Beatitudes found in Luke's and Matthew's Gospel is not unique
to Jesus. Beatitudes are found in the Old Testament, such as in the Psalms and in Wisdom literature. They are a way to teach about who will
find favor with God. The word blessed in this context might be translated as “happy,” “fortunate,” or “favored.” As we listen to this Gospel,
the Beatitudes jar our sensibilities. Those who are poor, hungry, weeping, or persecuted are called blessed. This is, indeed, a Gospel of
reversals. Those often thought to have been forgotten by God are called blessed. In the list of “woes,” those whom we might ordinarily
describe as blessed by God are warned about their peril. Riches, possessions, laughter, reputation . . . these are not things that we can depend
upon as sources of eternal happiness. They not only fail to deliver on their promise; our misplaced trust in them will lead to our demise. The
ultimate peril is in misidentifying the source of our eternal happiness. The Beatitudes are often described as a framework for Christian living.
Our vocation as Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of God. We are challenged to examine our present
situation in the context of our ultimate horizon, the Kingdom of God.

CANA COMMUNITY
APPEAL
12th & 13th February
This appeal assists in the support of those
people who are truly living on the margins in Sydney. The Cana Communities are not government
funded and rely on the generosity of people who want to contribute to their ministry of compassion
and care. Some parishioners from our parish volunteer their time and love at Cana to assist those
who are in such great need for the practical care of others.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 2022
Welcome Parents, Carers and candidates! Due to the lockdown in 2021 we have two
enrolment schedules for this year. Term 1 enrolments for First Reconciliation will be for
those candidates in year 3 or over. We welcome candidates who need a “Catch-up” with
this special sacrament of healing. This sacrament is a pre-requisite to receiving First Holy
Communion. Term 4 enrolments for First Reconciliation will be for those candidates in
year 2 or over. Lessons follow a 6-week interactive preparation program involving candidates and parents/carers.
Lead by our Parish Priest, Fr. John, we travel together on the road with Jesus, supporting and growing our faith in
forgiveness and peace. To participate, prepare and receive this sacrament please go to our website to download and
complete an enrolment form https://stmarthas.org.au/sacraments/ Hardcopies can be found in the foyer of our Church.

2022 LENTEN PROGRAM (Wollongong Diocese Resource)
The program will commence on Monday 28th February in the Church from
10.30am to 11.30am. If you would like to join the program, please contact
Cathy Milgate on 9746 5520. The booklets are $10 each.

LENT 2022
THE SEASON OF LENT COMMENCES ON WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH

ASH WEDNESDAY IS A DAY OF FASTING AND ABSTINENCE.
Mass Times & the Distribution of Ashes
7.00am, 9.10am & 6.30pm

MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased:

Lorraine Laus, Patricia Picker, Michael D’Cunha, Br Cyril Quinlan, Sr Nance Maher, Fr Michael Butler, Mary
Maher, Marietta Russel, Gwen Tufrey, Chace Harrison, Zane Mellor.

Repose of The Soul:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Zenaida Samson, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino,
Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly, Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald
& Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds,
Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart & Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie
Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Caterina & Matteo Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri,
Lisa Cooke, Mary & Michael Cassar, Romilda & Guiseppe Reginato, Yang Sa Wong, Caterina Ierardo.

Anniversaries:

Mrs Raju, Joseph McGannon, Sr M. Fabian RSM, Maureen Sarks, Antonio Ianella, Dorothy Harris, Dan
Dillon, John McManus.

Sick Intentions:

Baby Seimi Birmingham, Miriam Chan, Teresa McEvoy, Juliana Tsagaroulis (Cipolla), Nicola Bailey, Aida
Bechara, Peter Starr, Ajith Antony Seemampillai.

Special Intentions:

Jessica Harter, John, Pauline & Katherine Murphy. Andrew Pilkington. Raffaela, Filomena & Maria Pagano.
For Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.

MASS INTENTION ENVELOPES ARE LOCATED IN THE CHURCH FOYER
19th & 20th February
5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Gian Surjadinata
Artha Surjadinata

Jackie Romanous
Relyn Ponce

Ravi Family
Ravi Family

Special
Ministers

Grace Herro
Rick Herro

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Readers

Natalie Baini
Marianna Soo

Greg Glass
Maria Yu

Helen Williamson
Michael Quinlan

Anne Chow
Volunteer Needed

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Christian S.
Matthew A.
Nathaniel S.
Aiden L.

Liam D.
Shannon D.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Emilia T.
Catelyn C.
Aidan M.
Volunteer Needed

Oliver B.
Marina B.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Altar
Servers

Wardens

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Edith Pun

Mary Cooke

Trudie Rogers

Vince Blefari

The Cries Of Finitude By Ron Rolheiser
What most moves your heart? I was asked this
question recently at a workshop. We were asked
to respond to this question: When do you most
naturally feel compassion in your heart? For me,
the answer came easily. I am most moved when I
see helplessness, when I see someone or
something helpless to tend to its own needs and
to protect its own dignity. It might be baby,
hungry and crying, too little to feed itself and to
safeguard its own dignity. It might a woman in a
hospital, sick, in pain, dying, helpless to get
better, also unable to attend to her own dignity. It
might be an unemployed man, down on his luck,
unable to find work, the odd man out when everyone else seems to be doing great. It might be a little girl on the playground,
helpless as she is teased and bullied, suffering indignity. Or it might just be a baby kitten, hungry, helpless, pleading with its
eyes, unable to speak or attend to its own need.
Helplessness tugs at the heart. I am always touched in the softest place inside me by helplessness, by the pleading of finitude.
I suspect we all are. We’re in good company. This is what moved Mary, Jesus’ mother, at the Wedding Feast of Cana to go
over to Jesus and say: “They have no wine!” Her request here has different layers of meaning. At one level, it is a very particular
request at a particular occasion in history; she is trying to save her hosts at a wedding from embarrassment, from suffering an
indignity. No doubt the shortage of wine was due to some poverty on their part, either a shortage of money or a shortage of
good planning, but, either way, they stood to be embarrassed before their guests. But, as with most things in the Gospels, this
incident has a deeper meaning. Mary isn’t just speaking for a particular host on a particular occasion. She’s also speaking
universally, as the mother of humanity, Eve, voicing for all of us what John Shea so aptly calls, “the cries of finitude”.
What is finitude? The finite, as we can see from the word itself, contrasts itself to the infinite, to what is not limited, to God.
God, alone, is not finite. God, alone, is self-sufficient. God, alone, is never helpless, and God, alone, never needs help from
anyone else. Only God is never subject to sickness, hunger, tiredness, irritation, fatigue, bodily and mental diminishment, and
death. God, alone, never has to suffer the indignity of need, of getting caught short, of inadequate self-expression, of not
measuring up, of being embarrassed, of being bullied, of being unable to help Himself, and of having to beg silently with His
eyes for someone to come and help. Everything else is finite. Thus, as humans, we are subject to helplessness, illness, lameness,
blindness, hunger, tiredness, irritation, diminishment, and death.
Moreover, within all these, we are also subject to indignity. So many of our words and actions are, in the end, cries of finitude,
cries for assistance, the cries of a baby for food, for warmth, for protection, and for a safeguard from indignity. Although we
are infinitely more sophisticated in our humanity, we are all still, at one level, the baby kitten, pleading with our eyes for
someone to feed us, and all the assertions of self-sufficiency of the rich, the strong, the healthy, the arrogant, and of those who
seemingly need no help are in the end nothing other than attempts to keep helplessness at bay. Not matter how strong and selfsufficient we might believe ourselves to be, finitude and mortality admit of no exemptions. Tiredness, illness, diminishment,
death, and painful hungers will eventually find us all. Our wine too will eventually run out. Hopefully someone like the Mother
of Jesus will speak for us: They have no wine!
What’s the lesson in this? A number of things:
First, recognizing our finitude can lead to a healthier self-understanding. Knowing and accepting our finitude can help quell a
lot of frustration, restlessness, and false guilt in our lives. I once had a spiritual director, an elderly nun, who challenged me
to live by this axiom: Fear not, you are inadequate. We need to forgive ourselves for our own limits, for the fact that we are
human, finite, and are unable to provide ourselves and those around us all that we need. But inadequacy is a forgivable
condition, not a moral fault.
Beyond forgiving ourselves for our helplessness, recognizing and accepting our finitude should challenge us too to hear more
clearly the cries of finitude around us. And so whether it’s the cry of a baby, the humiliation in the eyes of someone looking
for work, the ravaged eyes of the terminally ill patient, or simply the pleading eyes of a young kitten, we need, like Mary, to
take up their cause and ensure that someone spares them from indignity by changing their water into wine, by calling out: They
have no wine!

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD,
and he will reward them for what they have done.” (Proverbs )

Sharing the Loaves
and Fishes
Sharing the loaves and fishes,
You gave us an image of
solidarity with the hungry,
O Lord.
Sharing yourself in the bread
and wine,
You called all to the table,
O Lord.

FRIDAY MORNINGS

Give me the hunger to be a part
of the feeding
And the healing of this world.
Nourish me with your Grace,
So I may work with joy to serve
your children.
Open my eyes and my heart
To recognize those in poverty
And increase my awareness
Of the structures and systems
That need to be changed
So we may all break bread
together.
In your name we pray for the end
of hunger.
Amen.

