ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Priest in Residence: Father David Ramirez
Seminarian in Residence: Joao Aguiar
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday 9am – 2.30pm) office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘They left everything and followed him’ … Luke 5
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 9am – 2.30pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Resumes February 2022
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

May the new year bring you prosperity and good health.

THANK YOU FATHER JOHN
January 28th marked the 1st Anniversary of Fr John’s arrival at St Martha’s as our Parish
Priest, in the midst of very challenging times with Covid-19 restrictions, an extended lockdown & general unpredictability about the future. In spite of these limitations, Fr John has
exercised his special Priestly Ministry & shared his pastoral gifts among us in a variety of
ways. At this time then, we say a very big THANK YOU, assure him of our prayers & wish him
many blessings for the year(s) ahead.

Background on the Gospel Reading

(Loyola Press)

Last Sunday, we heard how Jesus was rejected in his hometown of Nazareth. In the verses that follow, Jesus travels to the town of
Capernaum and begins his ministry of teaching and healing. While in Capernaum, Jesus cures a man possessed with a demon and heals
Simon's mother-in-law. After spending some time there, Jesus prepares to preach in other places. The fact that Jesus had previously been
in Simon's home and healed his mother-in-law suggests that this encounter is not the first between Jesus and Simon Peter. We can read today's Gospel,
therefore, as a description of the developing relationship between Jesus and Simon Peter. In today's Gospel, Jesus teaches from Simon's boat. Jesus turns to
Simon and instructs him about where to lower the fishing nets. Simon and others have been fishing throughout the night and have not caught anything. Simon
protests, claiming that such an effort would be futile. Simon ultimately obeys Jesus and lowers his nets into the deeper water as directed. Notice here that
Peter calls Jesus by the title “master.” He already recognizes Jesus as a person of authority. They catch so many fish that the nets begin to tear; Jesus' presence
has created abundance out of scarcity, just as it did at the wedding feast at Cana, which we heard at Mass just a few weeks ago. Simon Peter becomes a
follower of Jesus immediately. He calls Jesus “Lord”—the title given to Jesus after his Resurrection—and protests his worthiness to be in Jesus' presence.
Today's Gospel, therefore, marks a turning point in the relationship between Jesus and Peter. Two of Simon's partners are also named as witnesses to the
event described in today's Gospel: Zebedee's sons, James and John. Yet Jesus' words are addressed only to Simon. Jesus gives Simon a new job, telling him
that he will become a different kind of fisherman. No longer will he catch fish; instead he will catch people. In these words, we hear the beginning of the
leadership role that Peter will have within the community of disciples. Peter was chosen for this role. His task will be to bring others to Jesus. Already he is
doing so; the Gospel tells us that all the fishermen with Peter also left their nets and followed Jesus. We continue to speak of Peter's leadership and influence
in the Church today when we call the pope the “successor of Peter.” We participate in the mission of the Church when we bring people to Christ through the
example and positive influence of our lives.

This week we welcome back our School Community. We extend a very warm welcome to the new
children, parents & teachers. Please keep the Kindergarten students in your prayers as they settle in.

i4give Sunday 6 February 2022
i4give Sunday serves to engage all Christian Churches in a shared embrace of the Christ-centred
call to forgiveness. i4give Sunday presents the opportunity to engage in conversation around
forgiveness and its power to heal and restore broken relationships, starting within and among
churches and going out from there into the wider community. In an age that harbours resentment
and vengeance, we are impelled to call society to return to the Face of forgiveness, Jesus Christ.
By turning back and gazing at His merciful Face, we hold onto a firm hope for a transformative culture that practices the timeless
truth of forgiveness. Therefore, let us return our gaze to the crucified Christ, who asks the Father to forgive those who were
committing a grave injustice against Him. From the Cross, we are invited to take the difficult step of also praying for those who wrong
us, who have injured us. We are repeatedly invited to live in our prayers this same attitude of mercy and love with which God treats
us. These beautiful souls now leave a legacy. They reflect the grace of God and the will of their families to forgive in the face of an
unimaginable tragedy. The cries of these families have been a great witness to the Gospel of forgiveness. Nevertheless, these tears
will not fall in vain. For God will continue to bring an immeasurable good out of this heartbreak. How wonderful was the initiative to
turn the date of this tragedy on the 1st of February into an Australian National Day of Forgiveness and reconciliation where, we are
all called to celebrate with the Abdallah and the Sakr Families, i4give Day. It is our hope that this light coming out of the darkness
instigates the return of a Christian way of forgiveness in an age that has forgotten how to forgive, and the power of forgiveness.
(Resources are available to take home in the Church Floyer)
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you”
Ephesians 4:32

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 2022
Welcome Parents, Carers and candidates! Due to the lockdown in 2021 we have two enrolment schedules for
this year. Term 1 enrolments for First Reconciliation will be fo r those candidates in year 3 or over. We
welcome candidates who need a “Catch-up” with this special sacrament of healing. This sacrament is a prerequisite to receiving First Holy Communion. Term 4 enrolments for First Reconciliation will be for those
candidates in year 2 or over. Lessons follow a 6-week interactive preparation program involving candidates
and parents/carers. Lead by our Parish Priest, Fr. John, we travel together on the road with Jesus, supporting and growing our faith in
forgiveness and peace. To participate, prepare and receive this sacrament please go to our website to download and complete an enrolment
form https://stmarthas.org.au/sacraments/ Hardcopies can be found in the foyer of our Church.

CANA COMMUNITY
APPEAL
12th & 13th February
This appeal assists in the support of those
people who are truly living on the margins in
Sydney. The Cana Communities are not government funded and rely on the generosity of people who
want to contribute to their ministry of compassion and care. Some parishioners from our parish
volunteer their time and love at Cana to assist those who are in such great need for the practical
care of others.

2022 LENTEN PROGRAM (Wollongong Diocese Resource)
The program will commence on Monday 28th February in the Church from
10.30am to 11.30am. If you would like to join the program, please contact
Cathy Milgate on 9746 5520. The Parish Office has a limited number of
booklets - $10 each.

LENT 2020

THE SEASON OF LENT COMMENCES ON WEDNESDAY 2nd MARCH

ASH WEDNESDAY IS A DAY OF FASTING AND ABSTINENCE.
Mass Times & the Distribution of Ashes
7.00am, 9.10am & 6.30pm

MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased:

Patricia Picker, Michael D’Cunha, Br Cyril Quinlan, Sr Nance Maher, Fr Michael Butler, Mary Maher, Marietta
Russel, Gwen Tufrey, Chace Harrison, Zane Mellor, Jye Sheehan, Jalailah Jayne-Maree Jones, Peter Dodt,
Addison Stewart, Richard Harter, Ljubica Ancic, Ethan Yan.

Repose of The Soul:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Zenaida Samson, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino,
Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly, Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald
& Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds,
Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart & Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie
Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Caterina & Matteo Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri,
Lisa Cooke, Mary & Michael Cassar, Romilda & Guiseppe Reginato, Yang Sa Wong, Caterina Ierardo.

Anniversaries:

Veronique Sakr, Antony, Angelina & Sienna Abdallah, Joseph McGannon, Sr M. Fabian RSM, Maureen
Sarks, Antonio Ianella, Dorothy Harris, Dan Dillon, John McManus, Stella Yih Jiuan Lim, Sarina Campanale.

Sick Intentions:

Baby Seimi Birmingham, Miriam Chan, Teresa McEvoy, Juliana Tsagaroulis (Cipolla), Nicola Bailey, Aida
Bechara, Peter Starr, Ajith Antony Seemampillai.

Special Intentions:

Jessica Harter, John, Pauline & Katherine Murphy. Andrew Pilkington. Filomena & Maria Pagano. For
Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.

12th & 13th February
8AM

10AM

6PM

Vince Blefari
Beatrice Bonett

5PM

Gina Surjadinata
Andri Surjadinata

Rachel Suriano
Maria Soares

Mary L’Estrange
Andrew Bova

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Donald Bonett
Helen Blefari

Maria Yu
Leontia Jo

Melanie Yates
Merlyn D’Souza

Helen Williamson
Owen Loney

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Altar
Servers

Grace T.
Peter T.
Beatrix A.
Cassandra G.

James T.
Mary Louise I.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Leandra C.
O’Rion C.
Beatrice L.
Volunteer Needed

Joh Paul B.
Katarina S.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Wardens

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Joy Li

Peter Yamin

Trudie Rogers

Phil Robinson

Special
Ministers
Readers

Reflection - Forgiveness is a Challenge
On the day after 9/11, 2011 a priest, Msgr. Jim Lisante, was on the panel of a
live television broadcast in a studio near ground zero called together to discuss
the moral ramifications of the terrorist attacks. A previous speaker had just
cited the Old Testament text calling for “an eye for an eye.” When he was
asked what the Catholic tradition taught the priest looked right into the camera
and said, “Forgiveness.” In the climate of fear and rage at the time this was a
statement of great courage. It was also the truth. (America, Feb. 2011).
Forgiveness is costly. It calls for honesty, for an awareness and acceptance of our own humanity, of our frailty. “Who can
detect his own failings? Wash out my hidden faults” (Ps 19). To know that we are sinners will make us less ready to sit in
judgement on another. “Who will be the first to throw a stone?” (Jn 8). I throw it when I refuse to forgive. Jesus returns again
and again to the necessity of forgiveness. Forget your prayers, your fasting, your devotions – if you do not forgive your heart
will not be at peace. People were shocked by the extent and inclusiveness of His forgiveness. How many times should we
forgive, Peter wanted to know. A magnanimous seven? There was to be no limit. And no one was beyond the mercy of God;
no crime, however heinous is greater than his mercy. “The foremost spiritual task of the second half of life is to forgive –
others, ourselves, life, God,” Fr Ronald Rolheiser wrote. “We all arrive at mid-life wounded and not having exactly the life of
which we dreamed. There’s a disappointment and anger inside every one of us and, unless we find it in ourselves to forgive,
we will be bitter, unready for the heavenly banquet.” How sad it is to meet an elderly person who cannot let go of old hurts. A
needle of resentment gets stuck in the record of their lives and keeps on churning out the same old story. Someone hurt or
betrayed them, did them a grave injury, maybe thirty or more years ago, and every bitter detail is retold again and again. Often
these are people who gave great service to their family, their parish, their work colleagues. But how seldom they tell of the
good things that befell them, the blessings that came their way. Resentment has blinded them. “What I refuse to forgive
continues to harm me. It consumes my heart, poisons my mind, drains my energies and cements my soul. The anger, the hurt,
the bitterness we carry from the past does little or nothing to harm the one who harmed us. It harms only us. It is acid poured
on our souls, eating away at the peace in us.” (Joan Chittister). When we hold on to past injuries our hearts turn into a hard
sclerotic mass, unhealed and unaccepted. Forgiveness sees clearly the wrong done, does not condone it or brush it away, but
makes the choice to let go the resentment, the ‘I’ll get you for that’ attitude that stymies the blessings in us. This is not easy
but we can be sure the Lord will help us to do what seems almost impossible. We can begin by forgiving ourselves our own
blindness, hard-heartedness, failures. We must be a Good Samaritan to our own bruised selves and turn to God in gratitude for
the blessings in our life. The more deeply we experience God’s goodness to us each day, the more ready we are to be like Jesus
and forgive and forgive and forgive. (Sr Redempta Twomey SSC is Assistant Editor of the Far East at St Columban’s, Navan,
Ireland.)

Prayer About Forgiving Others
Lord, I bring to mind (name)
I bring him/her before You
I feel hurt by them
Right now I confess any negative feelings I have about them
I forgive the wrongs they have done towards me
For any deliberate or unintentional things they have done
That have caused me pain
In the best way that I know how,
I fully forgive them I release them to You
Now that I have forgiven (name)
I choose not to hold any grudges towards him/her
Thank you that as I am praying now
You are freeing my inner world to live again
Free from resentment, pain and bitterness
Filled with joy, freedom and love.
Amen.
(Read more at: https://www.lords-prayerwords.com/prayers_before/prayer_for_forgiveness.html)

In the Spirit of St Martha, let us continue to help others and Carry Hope Everywhere.

