ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Priest in Residence: Father David Ramirez
Seminarian in Residence: Jose’ De Los Reyes
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘The water that I shall give will turn unto a spring of eternal life’ … John 4
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 9am – 2.30pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Resumes February 2022
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

Happy Birthday to Larissa Argiro who celebrates turning 21
this weekend. May God Bless you on this special Birthday with
peace, love, joy and happiness.
FIRST RECONCILIATION - PLEASE KEEP THE CANDIDATES IN YOUR
PRAYERS AS THEY PREPARE TO RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST
RECONCILIATION NEXT TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY EVENING. THANK
YOU TO OUR SACRAMENTAL COORDINATOR LINDA PRAUM.

If you are attending one of the Easter Liturgies at St Martha’s Church and you
are on the regular roster, could you please consider volunteering. We are in
need of Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Lectors & Altar Servers. Please
write your name on the sheets on the rear table of the church or contact Helen
Williamson on 0408 970 120.
VOLUNTEERS ARE ALSO NEEDED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ‘WASHING OF THE FEET’ AT THE
HOLY THURSDAY MASS. PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME ON THE SIGN-UP SHEET AT THE REAR
OF THE CHURCH IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER.
Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press)
Now into the third week of the Season of Lent, our Sunday Gospel prepares us to hear Lent's call to conversion and
repentance. Today's reading is found in the chapters of Luke's Gospel that describe Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. During
this journey, Jesus teaches and heals. He must also respond to those who question and challenge his authority and
actions. There is no parallel in Mark's or Matthew's Gospels for today's reading from Luke. While Mark and Matthew
describe an incident in which Jesus curses the fig tree, today's reading makes the barren fig tree the subject of a parable.
Luke tells us that some among the crowds report to Jesus a massacre of Galileans by Pilate. The intention of the crowd
seems to be to ask Jesus to explain why these people suffered. It was commonplace to render people's suffering as evidence of their sinfulness.
Jesus challenges this interpretation. Those who were massacred were no more or less sinful than the ones who report the situation to Jesus.
Jesus replies that even a fatal accident, a natural disaster, ought not to be interpreted as punishment for sin. Jesus' words at first appear to
have a fire-and-brimstone quality. Jesus says in essence, “Repent or perish as these people did; all are sinful before God and deserving of
God's punishment.” The tone changes, however, in the parable that follows. The parable of the barren fig tree contrasts the patience and
hopefulness of the gardener with the practicality of the property owner. When told to cut down the fig tree because it is not producing fruit,
the gardener counsels patience. If properly tended, the barren fig tree may yet bear fruit. Throughout his journey to Jerusalem, Jesus has been
teaching about the Kingdom of God. In this parable, we find an image of God's patience and hopefulness as he prepares his Kingdom. God
calls us to repent, and it is within his power to punish us for our failure to turn from our sinfulness. And yet God is merciful. He delays
punishment and tends to us so that we may yet bear the fruit he desires from us. This, then, is our reason for hope: Not only does God refuse
to abandon us, he chooses to attend to us even when we show no evidence of his efforts. Next week's Gospel will give an even clearer picture
of the kind of mercy that God shows to us.

Christ be within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ
to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ inquired, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth
of friend and stranger. St Patrick.
Let us give thanks for the giftedness of Joseph – a protector of Mary and the child Jesus, a risk-taker
and a deep listener. While Pope Francis was in the Philippines, in Manila, in January 2015 he spoke
these words to the gathered crowd: “LIKE SAINT JOSEPH, ONCE WE HAVE HEARD GOD’S VOICE, WE
MUST RISE FROM OUR SLUMBER; WE MUST GET UP AND ACT”. Joseph was a just man who followed
the stirrings of the Holy Spirit, listened to his dreams, and put love above the law and into action. Joseph
is a wonderful inspiration in the field of listening. Joseph has nothing to say. He just listens to the voice
of God in his dreams and quietly does what the Spirit stirs in his heart. Our Chapter vision not only calls
us to listen. It calls us to action – to be there in the critical issues facing our world, to participate in a relational way in God’s mission and to
honour the gift of Religious life in our church. On this feast we ask Joseph to teach us to listen, to stop talking and to start listening so that
we may hear the knock of those ‘seeking room at the inn’ and to respond with compassionate hearts as he did. In these critical times,
Joseph teaches us to how to remain steadfast when life throws up difficult challenges and to live with integrity as he did, trusting in his
faithful God. He also guides us in knowing how to sustain hope and to rejoice in the gifts of each day just as he delighted in seeing Jesus
grow in wisdom and strength even amidst the challenges. On this feast of Joseph let us ask for the blessing of strength to be still and listen,
the fortitude to be patient amidst the many trials and tribulations that confront us and the courage to say yes to the presence of the Holy
Spirit in our lives. (Sr Monica Cavanagh rsj)

Lenten Devotion: Stations of the Cross
Every Friday of Lent at 7pm
Project Compassion Boxes & Share Envelopes are available to take home from the Church Foyer.

Special Collections Envelopes for the holy
land collection and Easter offerings are
available in the Church Foyer
While the world has no choice but to continue to attempt to respond in real time to the horror of a new war,
please continue to pray for the people of Ukraine who are enduring a grotesque and violent chapter in their
generation long struggle to build the kind of democracy that can protect their rights and their futures, the kind
of democracy that all people deserve. The victims of this war are human beings who are like human beings
anywhere: they want to live a normal, free life; enjoy family and friends and community; learn; work; and, each
in their own way, find meaning in the world. This war is a massive, man-made, and unnecessary tragedy.
Prayer Cards are available to take home in the Church Foyer.

We ask for your solidarity, prayers & support!

Reflections for the 3rd Sunday of Lent
The Parable of the Fig Tree…
In our dealings and encounters with other people, we are often quick to dismiss them or even write them often when they don’t meet
our standards or expectations. Thankfully this is not how God treats us. Just as God is love, so also God is patient. Time and time
again, God offers us the opportunity to change, repent and start again. This is beautifully illustrated in the gospel for the third Sunday
of Lent. The owner of the orchard is quick to up root and cut the down the fig tree because it bears no fruit. However, the gardener
gives the tree yet another chance to mature and produce fruit. During Lent, the voice of God calls to each of us with these words,
‘Come back to me with all your heart, for I am all tenderness and compassion’. Tempted as we might to give up on others and even
ourselves, when we feel or Lenten promises are producing no fruit, God never gives up on each. God calls us by our name and waits,
and waits.
The Barren Fig Tree …
This parable, found only in Luke, is introduced by the report of two strange events which only
Luke recounts. The first seems to be an act of political violence committed by Pilate against
some Galileans; the second is a freak accident at a tower being built at Siloam which is in
Jerusalem. What both stories have in common is that a group of people met a quick,
unexpected end. Jesus doesn't address the moral issues - whether their sinfulness made
them worthy of such a fate; instead, he seizes a teachable moment and warns his hearers to
repent lest they perish suddenly and unprepared. In this context - repent now before disaster
overtakes you - Jesus gives this parable of the barren fig tree. The owner has been patient,
checking for three years to see if this tree would produce fruit. Now, suddenly and without
warning, he announces his decision: 'Cut it down!' So far, this is a story that recalls the fiery
preaching of John the Baptist: 'Produce good fruits as evidence of your repentance ... Even now the axe lies at the root of the trees.
Therefore, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire' (Luke 3:8-9). But in the ministry of Jesus
there is a gift of mercy and unexpected postponement of the judgment: the gardener pleads for one more year. He will take extraordinary
steps: fertilising a fig tree was not common practice. But after this short delay and after these exceptional measures, if there is still no
fruit, then judgment will fall. The time is short! This situation is urgent! Repent now! It is possible that there are veiled references to
Jesus' approaching fate. He speaks this parable while he is on his journey to Jerusalem; the references to Pilate and violent death
certainly alert readers to Jesus' violent death at the hands of Pilate. Jesus' preaching on the way to Jerusalem represents that last
period of grace during which his hearers may repent. Soon it will be too late.

Australian Red Cross Lifeblood needs more blood donors. The pandemic
has already sidelined an estimated 100,000 donors, and now extensive
flooding across Queensland and New South Wales has seen Donor Centres
across the region close, employees impacted and thousands of donors
unable to access donor centres. “There is no substitute for blood, so we are
calling for new donors to please help keep the blood flowing to our hospitals, particularly at this time when so many
donors are cut off, isolating, or unwell, and when so many donor centres have been forced to close.” Australia’s
growing population relies on just 500,000 blood donors across the country – and right now many of them need
someone else to continue this lifesaving work. Donating blood will take only one hour of your time, and every blood
donation can help save up to three lives. Book your donation at www.lifeblood.com.au, via the DonateBlood app, or
call 13 14 95.

Red Cross will be providing financial assistance to help people and families affected by the unprecedented
floods in Queensland and New South Wales. The floods in Queensland and New South Wales are one of
Australia's worst-ever natural disasters. For people in those communities, it will take years to recover.
Donations to our appeal will help Red Cross teams provide humanitarian support to people and communities
smashed by the floods. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased:

Reg Farrell, Rosy Regina D’Costa, Denham Cathro, Vick Jeroncic, John Tandiono, John George, Lorraine
Laus.

Repose of The Soul:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Zenaida Samson, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, John
McManus, Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly,
Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice
Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart
& Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa
Cooke, Mary & Michael Cassar, Filomena & Teresa Rosso, Members of the Saldanha Family.

Anniversaries:

Peter Turpin, Christopher John Stewart, Maud Soares, Tom O’Rourke, Fr John Foster, Andrew Coote,
Nevenko Govorcin, Jim Henness, Natalia Toth, Maureen Duggan, Mrs Raju.

Sick Intentions:

Rebecca Amcha, Kevin O’Connor, Teresa McEvoy, Juliana Tsagaroulis (Cipolla), Nicola Bailey, Ajith Antony
Seemampillai.

Special Intentions:

Louis Oudin, Liu’s Family, Alan & Peg Bailey, Andrew Pilkington, Antonia & Giuseppe Pagano, Raffaela,
Filomena & Maria Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova. For Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the
Dominican Order.

Mass Intention Envelopes are available at the Church Entrances

26th & 27th March
5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Georgette Sahyoun
Peter Yamin

Anne Marrins
Maria Soares

Mary L’Estrange
Andrew Bova

Special
Ministers

Peter McCluskey
Marian McCluskey

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Readers

Helen Blefari
Patricia Saad

Sandor Toth
Paulina Roncevic

Mark Soares
Rachel Suriano

Helen Williamson
Owen Loney

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Altar

Therese S.
Sophia S.
Lachlan P.
Elizabeth P.

James T.
Mary Louise I.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Zachariah B.
Antoinette B.
Anthony S.
Thomas S.

John Paul B.
Katarina S.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Wardens

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Joy Li

Phil Robinson

Trudie Rogers

Jean Duma

THE NEXT ROSTER WILL COMMENCE IN MID MAY. PLEASE ADVISE THE
PARISH OFFICE OF ANY CHANGES TO THE ROSTER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

