ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Priest in Residence: Father David Ramirez
Seminarian in Residence: Jose’ De Los Reyes
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’… Luke 19
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 9am – 2.30pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Resumes Monday 2nd May 2022
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

‘The teaching of scripture is that he must rise from the dead’ – John 20
MASS ON EASTER MONDAY WILL BE
CELEBRATED AT 9.10AM

Easter Message from Fr John Hayes
Dear Parishioners,
I wish you all the joy that comes from celebrating Our Lord’s Resurrection – HAPPY
EASTER!
A BIG THANK YOU to all those who have helped prepare and serve in our Holy Week
Liturgies, including Acolytes, Altar Servers, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Wardens and
Members of the Music Ministry.
SPECIAL THANKS also to those voluntees who help unnoticed behind the scenes in
various different service roles. Your ongoing work is much appreciated. I wish you a
happy and holy Easter Season and happy & safe holidays. God Bless, Fr John.
Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press)
Today we begin the Easter Season, our 50-day meditation on the mystery of Christ's Resurrection. Our Gospel
today tells us about the disciples' discovery of the empty tomb. It concludes by telling us that they did not yet
understand that Jesus had risen from the dead. Thus, the details provided are not necessarily meant to offer
proof of the Resurrection. The details invite us to reflect upon a most amazing gift, that is faith in Jesus and his
Resurrection. Each of the four Gospels tells us that Jesus' empty tomb was first discovered by women. This is
notable because in first-century Jewish society women could not serve as legal witnesses. In the case of John's
Gospel, the only woman attending the tomb is Mary of Magdala. Unlike the Synoptic accounts, John's Gospel does not describe an
appearance of angels at the tomb. Instead, Mary is simply said to have observed that the stone that had sealed the tomb had been moved,
and she runs to alert Simon Peter and the beloved disciple. Her statement to them is telling. She assumes that Jesus' body has been
removed, perhaps stolen. She does not consider that Jesus has been raised from the dead. Simon Peter and the beloved disciple race to
the tomb, presumably to verify Mary's report. The beloved disciple arrives first but does not enter the tomb until after Simon Peter. This
detail paints a vivid picture, as does the detail provided about the burial cloths. Some scholars believe that the presence of the burial cloths
in the tomb offers evidence to the listener that Jesus' body had not been stolen (it is understood that grave robbers would have taken the
burial cloths together with the body). The Gospel passage concludes, however, that even having seen the empty tomb and the burial cloths,
the disciples do not yet understand about the Resurrection. In the passage that follows, Mary of Magdala meets Jesus but mistakes him for
the gardener. In the weeks ahead, the Gospel readings from our liturgy will show us how the disciples came to believe in Jesus' Resurrection
through his appearances to them. Our Easter faith is based on their witness to both the empty tomb and their continuing relationship with
Jesus—in his appearances and in his gift of the Holy Spirit.

Anzac Day – Monday 25th April 2022
Mass will be celebrated at 9.10am
St Martha’s Community Prayer Mornings – Resumes Monday 2nd May.
Did you know that people are praying for you? Yes- every Monday morning 10:30 am to 11:30 am (during
school terms, not the holidays) a group of your fellow parishioners gather at St Martha’s Church to pray for
our community and the special needs of the people in our world. Why don’t you come along and pray with
us? For those who cannot attend there will be a book of special intentions (at the back of the church). The
book will be placed on our prayer table each week so these private intentions can be offered up at this time.
The prayer group time includes:

The morning prayer of the Church (Including the hymns and psalms of the Diving Office played on CD)

Time for prayerful intercession

Time for quiet reflection in front of the Blessed Sacrament

Time for reflection on the following Sunday’s gospel

Lord, help me continue to carry the joy of the resurrection in my heart throughout the year.
May I be a Christian who radiates the joy of the Risen One. Amen.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
THE NEW MINISTRIES ROSTER IS NOW AVAILABLE TO COLLECT FROM THE SIDE ENTRANCE, OR DOWNLOAD FROM
THE PARISH WEBSITE. UNDER THE CURRENT SAFEGUARDING GUIDELINES YOU MUST SIGN IN WHEN YOU ARE
ROSTERED ON. THE RED FOLDERS FOR READERS, EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND ACOLYTES ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY, THE ALTAR SERVERS FOLDER IS KEPT WHERE THE CHILDREN ROBE & THE MUSIC MINISTRY FOLDER IS ON
TOP OF THE ORGAN. THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.

23rd & 24th April
5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Gian Surjadinata
Artha Surjadinata

Jackie Romanous
Relyn Ponce

Mary L’Estrange
Andrew Bova

Special
Ministers

Grace Herro
Rick Herro

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Readers

Natalie Baini
Marianna Soo

Greg Glass
Maria Yu

Helen Williamson
Michael Quinlan

Owen Loney
Volunteer Needed

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Christian S.
Matthew A.
Nathaniel S.
Aiden L.

Liam D.
Shannon D.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Emilia T.
Catelyn C.
Aidan M.
Volunteer Needed

John Paul B.
Katarina S.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Altar

Wardens

5PM

8AM

10AM

6PM

Joy Li

Mary Cooke

Trudie Rogers

Vince Blefari

MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased:

Sr Jacqueline Tubebatu op, Antoinette Akle, Peg Bailey, Susan O’Neil, Bobby O’Keeffe, John Walker, Sr
Valerie Grimson O.P, Reg Farrell, Rosy Regina D’Costa, Denham Cathro, Vick Jeroncic, John Tandiono, John
George.

Repose of The Soul:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Zenaida Samson, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, John
McManus, Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly,
Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice
Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart
& Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Dorothy & Carl Butler, Roberta & Les
Young, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke, Mary & Michael Cassar, Guiseppe & Romilda Reginato,
Filomena & Teresa Rosso, Oswald & Leona Oudin.

Anniversaries:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Antonino Frontino, Luigia Lora, Mario Barone, Frederick McDowell, Harry Caratzas,
Patrick Marrins Snr, Mary Colletta Saverimuthu, Edmund Duggan, Edmund Campion, Peter Turpin,
Christopher John Stewart, Maud Soares.

Sick Intentions:

Sandor Toth, My Ngoc Nguyen, Rebecca Amcha, Kevin O’Connor, Teresa McEvoy, Juliana Tsagaroulis
(Cipolla), Nicola Bailey, Ajith Antony Seemampillai.

Special Intentions:

Victor & Apolin Rodrigues, Shriram Puyari, Sister Doreen Campion, Members of the Donegan Family, Louis
Oudin, Alan Bailey, Antonia & Giuseppe Pagano, Raffaela, Filomena & Maria Pagano, Matteo & Caterina
Genova. For Deceased Friends & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.

“Just As We Are” …. By Br Mark O’Connor FMS
As Christians we especially rejoice on Easter Sunday that Jesus has risen and saved us, through our
weaknesses and wounds. But that is the ‘Good News’ many of us, including me, find very hard to accept.
Easter Sunday is a good time to reflect on why we all stubbornly resist God’s deep love for each of us. I
know only too well how I can find it difficult to really stop, be still and enter into this inner journey.
Strangely, something in me persists in the continual search for a ‘perfect’ friend, partner, church, priest,
parish or family or whatever. It is so very hard to accept God’s love deep down. For the disease of ’perfectionism’ eats away at us all
in a society that celebrates ‘success’ as the ultimate goal of life. We all want to get it ‘right’, look ‘good’ and please! Christian
Discipleship instead demands ‘Falling in love with God’. It is a paradoxical call, at once very simple, yet very demanding. Its territory
is tolerating messiness and imperfection. For it involves having learnt the ‘hard’ truth of what Richard Rohr OFM often points out
about the spiritual journey: “You can’t come to God by doing it right – you come to God by doing it wrong, otherwise, you don’t fall in
love with God, you fall in love with yourself.” Rohr reminds me of Tony de Mello SJ’s paradoxical saying, “Be grateful for your sins. They
are carriers of grace.” Sooner or later – we must all come to the realization that only God can save us from our fears and our addictions.
Many of us need to ‘hit a wall’ in order to have a chance of waking up to the reality that we are living insane lives as long as we believe
that we can ‘control’ things on our own. When ‘we wake up’ to the real world, we find God patiently waiting for us, ready to help,
ready to save us and make us whole. That is the resurrection in our lives –often ‘frozen’ or ‘dead’ to self-hatred and sin. May this
Easter 2022 challenge me and all us to ‘fall in love’ with our God who loves us just as we are. Jesus is risen! Alleluia!

“MAY JESUS RISE IN OUR HEARTS, MAY WE BEAR EASTER LIGHT TO ALL”

“From Action to Passion” by Henri Nouwen
I was invited to visit a friend who was very sick. He was a man about fifty-three
years old who had lived a very active, useful, faithful, creative life. Actually, he
was a social activist who had cared deeply for people. When he was fifty he
found out he had cancer, and the cancer became more and more severe. When
I came to him, he said to me, “Henri, here I am lying in this bed, and I don’t even
know how to think about being sick. My whole way of thinking about myself is
in terms of action, in terms of doing things for people. My life is valuable
because I’ve been able to do many things for many people. And suddenly, here
I am, passive, and I can’t do anything anymore.” And he said to me, “Help me to
think about this situation in a new way. Help me to think about my not being
able to do anything anymore so I won’t be driven to despair. Help me to
understand what it means that now all sorts of people are doing things to me
over which I have no control.” As we talked I realized that he and many others were constantly thinking, “How much can I still do?” Somehow
this man had learned to think about himself as a man who was worth only what he was doing. And so when he got sick, his hope seemed to
rest on the idea that he might get better and return to what he had been doing. If the spirit of this man was dependent on how much he
would still be able to do, what did I have to say to him? The central word in the story of Jesus’ arrest is one I never thought much about. It is
“to be handed over.” That is what happened in Gethsemane. Jesus was handed over. Some translations say that Jesus was “betrayed,” but
the Greek says he was “handed over.” Judas handed Jesus over (see Mark 14:10). But the remarkable thing is that the same word is used not
only for Judas but also for God. God did not spare Jesus, but handed him over to benefit us all (see Romans 8:32). So this word, “to be handed
over,” plays a central role in the life of Jesus. Indeed, this drama of being handed over divides the life of Jesus radically in two. The first part
of Jesus’ life is filled with activity. Jesus takes all sorts of initiatives. He speaks; he preaches; he heals; he travels. But immediately after Jesus
is handed over, he becomes the one to whom things are being done. He’s being arrested; he’s being led to the high priest; he’s being taken
before Pilate; he’s being crowned with thorns; he’s being nailed on a cross. Things are being done to him over which he has no control. That
is the meaning of passion – being the recipient of other people’s initiatives. It is important for us to realize that when Jesus says, “It is
accomplished,” he does not simply mean, “I have done all the things I wanted to do.” He also means, “I have allowed things to be done to me
that needed to be done to me in order for me to fulfill my vocation.” Jesus does not fulfill his vocation in action only but also in passion. He
doesn’t just fulfill his vocation by doing the things the Father sent him to do, but also by letting things be done to him that the Father allows
to be done to him, by receiving other people’s initiatives. Passion is a kind of waiting – waiting for what other people are going to do. Jesus
went to Jerusalem to announce the good news to the people of that city. And Jesus knew that he was going to put a choice before them: Will
you be my disciple, or will you be my executioner? There is no middle ground here. Jesus went to Jerusalem to put people in a situation
where they had to say “Yes” or “No.” That is the great drama of Jesus’ passion: he had to wait upon how people were going to respond. How
would they come? To betray him or to follow him? In a way, his agony is not simply the agony of approaching death. It is also the agony of
having to wait. All action ends in passion because the response to our action is out of our hands. That is the mystery of work, the mystery of
love, the mystery of friendship, the mystery of community – they always involve waiting. And that is the mystery of Jesus’ love. God reveals
himself in Jesus as the one waits for our response. Precisely in that waiting the intensity of God’s love is revealed to us. If God forced us to
love, we would not really be lovers. All these insights into Jesus’ passion were very important in the discussions with my friend. He realized
that after much hard work he had to wait. He came to see that his vocation as a human being would be fulfilled not just in his actions but
also in his passion. And together we began to understand that precisely in this waiting the glory of God and our new life both become visible.
Precisely when Jesus is being handed over into his passion, he manifests his glory. “Whom do you seek?… I am he” are words that echo all
the way back to Moses and the burning bush: “I am the one. I am who I am” (see Exodus 3:1-6). In Gethsemane, the glory of God manifested
itself again, and they fell flat on the ground. Then Jesus was handed over. But already in the handing over we see the glory of God who hands
himself over to us. God’s glory revealed in Jesus embraces passion as well as resurrection. “The Son of Man,” Jesus says, “must be lifted up
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him” (John 3:14-15). He is lifted up as a
passive victim, so the cross is a sign of desolation. And he is lifted up in glory, so the cross becomes at the same time a sign of hope. Suddenly
we realize that the glory of God, the divinity of God, bursts through in Jesus’ passion precisely when he is most victimized. So new life
becomes visible not only in the resurrection on the third day, but already in the passion, in the being handed over. Why? Because it is in the
passion that the fullness of God’s love shines through. It is supremely a waiting love, a love that does not seek control. When we allow
ourselves to feel fully how we are being acted upon, we can come in touch with a new life that we were not even aware was there. This was
the question my sick friend and I talked about constantly. Could he taste the new life in the midst of his passion? Could he see that in his
being acted upon by the hospital staff he was already being prepared for a deeper love? It was a love that had been underneath all the action,
but he had not tasted it fully. So together we began to see that in the midst of our suffering and passion, in the midst of our waiting, we can
already experience the resurrection. Imagine how important that message is for people in our world. If it is true that God in Jesus Christ is
waiting for our response to divine love, then we can discover a whole new perspective on how to wait in life. We can learn to be obedient
people who do not always try to go back to the action but who recognize the fulfilment of our deepest humanity in passion, in waiting. If we
can do this, I am convinced that we will come in touch with the glory of God and our own new life. Then our service to others will include
our helping them see the glory breaking through, not only where they are active but also where they are being acted upon.

We ask for your solidarity, prayers & support!

