ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD
Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Assistant Priest: Fr Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum (Friday 12pm-2pm) sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officers: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Rachel Suriano
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neill

‘I give my sheep eternal life’ … John 10
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131
Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9am-3pm & Fridays 12pm-2pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Attilia Kazacos

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic
Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

Please
continue
to support the
St Vincent De Paul Society
through the Church
Poor Boxes.

MASS TIMES
Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm
1st Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass
RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2nd Saturday of each month.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am
(One months’ notice is required).
Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.
MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).
ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am
Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
are available at the Church Entrance.

Mission:
Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

SAFE GUARDING
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

0

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you – or
anyone you know – have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!

ST MARTHA’S WILL CONTINUE TO LIVESTREAM THE 10AM SUNDAY MASS VIA YOUTUBE AND FACEBOOK.

NEW ASSISTANT PRIEST FOR ST MARTHA’S PARISH!
We are happy to annouce that His Grace, Archbishop Anthony Fisher, has
appointed Fr Liem Duong as an Assistant Priest to Fr John Hayes. Fr Liem
will be introducted at Masses this weekend and begin ministry in the
parish next week. We pray that he will have fruitful ministry among us.
We also warmly welcome Fr Paul Passant of the Redemptoris Mater
Community of New Jersey (Archdiocese of Newark) who is staying with
us whilst visiting Sydney.

Nicolle will be on annual leave from Monday 16th May – Tuesday 14th June.
The parish office will open at limited times.
Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press) - The fourth Sunday of Easter is also called Good Shepherd Sunday.
In each of the three lectionary cycles, the Gospel is taken from the tenth chapter of the Gospel of John. This chapter of
John's Gospel follows Jesus' healing of the man born blind and the rejection of this miracle by Jewish leaders who question
Jesus' authority to heal. Jesus responds to this challenge to his authority by calling himself the Good Shepherd. He is
criticizing the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders. Already, the Pharisees and other Jewish leaders are so angered that
they attempt to stone and arrest Jesus (see John 10:31 and 10:39). This controversy with the religious leaders continues until Jesus' death.
Set in a moment of tension and conflict in John's Gospel, today's Gospel reading is Jesus' answer to the question, “Are you the Messiah?”
Jesus responds by saying, in essence, “If you have to ask, then you are not one of my sheep.” Then Jesus asserts his unity with the Father.
At the conclusion of these words, John reports that the Jews intend to stone Jesus for blasphemy, but he escapes arrest. We may be less
familiar with the metaphors of sheep and shepherd than those to whom Jesus spoke. The image of Jesus as Good Shepherd and the
community of followers as his sheep has endured over the centuries as a primary image in our faith tradition. Its power to describe the
relationship between Jesus and his followers transcends direct experience with sheep. The image speaks to us about the protection,
security, and care that shepherds represent for their sheep. Today's Gospel speaks powerfully about the familiarity and intimacy between
Jesus and his disciples, expressed as recognizing and knowing another's voice. Today's Gospel also speaks to the relationship between
Jesus and the Father. In the Gospel of John, Jesus identifies so closely with the Father that he tells us that they are one—not just close,
but actually one. To know Jesus is to know the Father. Jesus doesn't just bring us closer to the Father, Jesus puts us directly into contact
with God the Father, removing all distance between us. Our relationship with Jesus is an invitation to share in the life of God.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
The National Church Life Survey is available in the Church foyer to take home and complete. The deadline for surveys to be
returned to either the Church or the Parish office is on Sunday 15th May. There are many benefits to participating, as the
National Church Life Survey will provide St Martha’s Parish with vital information to assist our parish community to grow in
faith, including:
• Who is coming to Mass, their age groups and gender, education, migrant background and employment
• What parishioners currently value in the parish
• What they see as priorities for the future
• How parishioners relate to God through prayer, the Mass etc.
• Current involvement of parishioners, including children over 15 living at home.
• Percentage of parishioners who are growing in their faith
• Who is outreaching to the community and how
• Relationships with other parishioners – how strong is your community?

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Parish Appeal is running this weekend. Your generosity
will benefit the good works of the Good Shepherd Seminary, our chaplaincies, the
Ephpheta Centre for the deaf and hearing impaired, CatholicCare, the Congregation for
the Doctrine of Faith, and so much more. Appeal envelopes will be provided for your use,
so please keep an eye out for them! You can also make a donation and find out more at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

Back to Parish Program Dates – Divine Renovation
Sunday 29th May
Years 1 & 2
th
Sunday 26 June
Years 3 & 4
Sunday 7th August
Kindergarten, Years 1 & 2
Sunday 28th August
Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
Sunday 16th october
Years 3,4, 5 & 6
Sunday 13th November
Kindergarten, Years 1 & 2

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
To all the mums, grandmothers & mother like figures in our lives who continue to give love and
life to their families and our parish community! May the Lord bless you in a very special way
today and may we always be thankful for the gift of mother’s.
Pope Francis has offered some beautiful reflections on mothers and we share his words from 1 January 2019 with you here: The
Church too needs to renew her amazement at being the dwelling place of the living God, the Bride of the Lord, a Mother who gives
birth to her children. Otherwise, she risks turning into a beautiful museum of the past. A “Church museum”. Our Lady instead gives
the Church the feel of a home, a home in which the God of newness dwells. Let us receive with amazement the mystery of the
Mother of God, as the inhabitants of Ephesus did at the time of the Council. Like them, let us acclaim her “Holy Mother of God”.
From her, let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon, to be embraced, to be taken by the hand.
Let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon. Especially in times of need, when we are entangled in life’s knots, we rightly lift our eyes to
Our Lady, to Our Mother. Yet first, we should let ourselves be gazed upon by Our Lady. When she gazes upon us, she does not see
sinners but children. It is said that the eyes are the mirror of the soul; the eyes of Mary, full of grace, reflect the beauty of God, they
show us a reflection of heaven. Jesus himself said that the eye is “the lamp of the body” (Mt 6:22): the eyes of Our Lady are able to
bring light to every dark corner; everywhere they rekindle hope. As she gazes upon us, she says: “Take heart, dear children; here I
am, your Mother!”
This maternal gaze, which instils confidence and trust, helps us to grow in faith. Faith is a bond with God that engages the whole
person; to be preserved, it needs the Mother of God. Her maternal gaze helps us see ourselves as beloved children in God’s faithful
people, and to love one another regardless of our individual limitations and approaches. Our Lady keeps us rooted in the Church,
where unity counts more than diversity; she encourages us to care for one another. Mary’s gaze reminds us that faith demands a
tenderness that can save us from becoming lukewarm. Tenderness: the Church of tenderness. Tenderness is a word that today
many want to remove from the dictionary. When faith makes a place for the Mother of God, we never lose sight of the centre: the
Lord, for Mary never points to herself but to Jesus; and our brothers and sisters, for Mary is mother.
The gaze of the Mother, and the gaze of every mother. A world that looks to the future without a mother’s gaze is shortsighted. It
may well increase its profits, but it will no longer see others as children. It will make money, but not for everyone. We will all dwell
in the same house, but not as brothers and sisters. The human family is built upon mothers. A world in which maternal tenderness is
dismissed as mere sentiment may be rich materially, but poor where the future is concerned. Mother of God, teach us to see life as
you do. Turn your gaze upon us, upon our misery, our poverty. Turn to us thine eyes of mercy.
Let us allow ourselves to be embraced. From Mary’s gaze, we now turn to her heart, in which, as today’s Gospel recounts, she
“treasured all these things and pondered them” (Lk 2:19). Our Lady, in other words, took everything to heart; she embraced
everything, events both good and bad. And she pondered all these things; she brought them before God. This was her secret. In the
same way, she now takes to heart the life of each of us: she wants to embrace our every situation and to present it to God.
In today’s fragmented world, where we risk losing our bearings, a Mother’s embrace is essential. How much dispersion and solitude
there is all around us! The world is completely connected, yet seems increasingly disjointed. We need to entrust ourselves to our
Mother. In the Scriptures, Our Lady embraces any number of concrete situations; she is present wherever she is needed. She visits
her cousin Elizabeth; she comes to the aid of the newlyweds in Cana; she encourages the disciples in the Upper Room… Mary is a
cure for solitude and dispersion. She is the Mother of con-solation: she stands “with” those who are “alone”. She knows that words
are not enough to console; presence is needed, and she is present as a mother. Let us allow her to embrace our lives. In the Salve
Regina, we call her “our life”. This may seem exaggerated, for Christ himself is “life” (cf. Jn 14:6), yet Mary is so closely united to
him, and so close to us, that we can do no better than to put our hands in hers and to acknowledge her as “our life, our sweetness
and our hope.”
And in the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand. Mothers take their children by the hand and lovingly
introduce them to life. But how many children today wander off on their own and lose their way. Thinking they are strong, they get
lost; thinking they are free, they become slaves. How many, forgetting a mother’s affection, live in anger with themselves and
indifference to everything! How many, sad to say, react to everything and everyone with bitterness and malice! Life is such. Showing
oneself “malicious” even seems at times to be a sign of strength. Yet it is nothing more than weakness. We need to learn from
mothers that heroism is shown in self-giving, strength in compassion, wisdom in meekness.
God himself needed a Mother: how much more so do we! Jesus himself gave her to us, from the cross: “Behold your mother!” (Jn
19:27). He said this to the beloved disciple and to every disciple. Our Lady is not an optional accessory: she has to be welcomed into
our life. She is the Queen of peace, who triumphs over evil and leads us along paths of goodness, who restores unity to her children,
who teaches us compassion. Mary, take us by the hand. Clinging to you, we will pass safely through the straits of history. Lead us by
the hand to rediscover the bonds that unite us. Gather us beneath your mantle, in the tenderness of true love, where the human
family is reborn: “We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God”. Let us together pray these words to Our Lady: “We fly to thy
protection, O Holy Mother of God”.

Prayer
Loving Father,
We pray for those for whom Mother’s Day is a time of heartache rather than celebration.
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who have never known their mother or whose mothers have died.
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who long to be mothers but as yet have not had their own children.
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who struggle with the way their children have chosen to live their lives.
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
We pray for those who have a difficult relationship with their mother.
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love
May they have the comfort of knowing that your love for them is constant, your understanding is
perfect, your compassion is never-ending.
Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased:

Sr Eliabeth Lusby O.T, Rupert Rasanayagam, Elizabeth Ngoc My Nguyen, Ramon Burke, Anne Linder, Fr
Ray Weaver, Grace Cutuli, Anne Mangioni, Philomena Noronha, Laslo Toth, Susan O’Neil.

Repose of The Soul:

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Zenaida Samson, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, John
McManus, Connie Wong, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly,
Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice
Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell Stewart
& Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Peg Bailey, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri,
Lisa Cooke, Mary & Michael Cassar, Filomena & Teresa Rosso, Wajih Saliba, James Webb, Oswald &
Leona Oudin.

Anniversaries:

Frances Gleeson, Michelle Christy, Maria Schiaro, Dominico Hai Van Nguyen, Maria Se Thi Luu, Joseph Do
Long Chau, Anna Tuyet Thi Chau, K.C Thomas, Antonio Gerace, Mary P Liu & Mary N Liu, Win Burrell,
Benito Lavapie, Michael Suriano Snr, Frances Gleeson, Fr Adrian Horgan, Ken Fraser, Faado Herro, George
& Victoria Mounayer.

Sick Intentions:

Sandor Toth, Monsignor John Usher, Kevin O’Connor, Teresa McEvoy, Juliana Tsagaroulis (Cipolla), Nicola
Bailey, Ajith Antony.

Special Intentions:

Alan Bailey, Antonia & Giuseppe Pagano, Raffaela, Filomena & Maria Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova.

Mother’s Day
Intentions:

May Chapman, Lorna Waters, Pauline Murphy, Yin Tiy Wong, Frances Doumit, Deborah Dahdah, Marie
Doreen McNamara, Judith Goodacre, Ruth Hayes, Frances Gleeson, Dorothy Starr, Estelle Thurn, Alice
Herro, Maud Soares, Blanche Saldanha, Violet Bouffler, Clare Musso, Anne Cecilia Glass, Agnes Glass,
Rosy Regina D’Costa, Angelina Pizzirusso, Sadie Lahood, Najla Stanton, Sadie Elias Coorey.

14th & 15th May
VIGIL

8AM

10AM

6PM

Gina Surjadinata
Andri Surjadinata

Rachel Suriano
Maria Soares

Mary L’Estrange
Andrew Bova

Special
Ministers

Vince Blefari
Beatrice Bonett

VIGIL

8AM

10AM

6PM

Readers

Donald Bonett
Helen Blefari

Maria Yu
Leontia Jo

Melanie Yates
Merlyn D’Souza

Helen Williamson
Owen Loney

VIGIL

8AM

10AM

6PM

Altar
Servers

Grace T.
Peter T.
Beatrix A.
Volunteer Needed

James T.
Mary Louise I.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Leandra C.
O’Rion C.
Beatrice L.
Volunteer Needed

Joh Paul B.
Katarina S.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Wardens

VIGIL

8AM

10AM

6PM

Joy Li

Peter Yamin

Trudie Rogers

Phil Robinson

