
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ST MARTHAôS PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

ôIf you had faith õ é Luke 1 7  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY 

CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE 

HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH 

WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY 

PRIOR TO MASS. 

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of 

Communion Visitation Ministry 

Please return any PYXôs to the Sacristy that are not 

currently being used. Thank you! 
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Mission:  

Alive with the Spirit  

Inspired by St Martha  

We Celebrate & Witness  

Godõs love 

Using  our Gifts & Talents  

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 
Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  
Monday ς Friday 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHAôS ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGAL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 
Assistant Priest: Fr Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au 
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  
Safeguarding Officers: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΥ Rachel Suriano 
Plenary Council Ambassador: IŜƭŜƴŀ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 

{ǘ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΥ 9764 1184 
Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 
Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

REC: Attilia Kazacos 

 
 

Vis ion:  

Welcoming  

Eucharistic  

Transformed by the Word  

Full of Grace  

Proclaiming Good News  

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side 

entrance contains various resources for children regarding 
Safeguarding. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you ï or 

anyone you know ï have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish 

Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.  

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
 

Please be aware that if you ñTAGò St Marthaôs in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an ñunofficialò St Marthaôs 
Facebook page. This ñunofficialò page was created automatically by 
Facebook and is not controlled by St Marthaôs. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDRENôS LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 

PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

 
Please  

continue  
to support the  

St Vincent De Paul 
Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes.  

 

 
MASS TIMES 

 

 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  

8.30am Adoration followed by Mass  
 

 

RECONCILIATION:   
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY  

Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on  

the 2nd Saturday of each month. 
 
 

BAPTISM:  

2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

(One monthsô notice is required). 

Baptism Preparation by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 monthsô notice is required).  
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 
 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT  

ST MARTHAôS CHURCH:  
Mondays 10.30am ï 11.30am  

(during school term only) 

 
 

Please support our Catholic Press  
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2  

are available at the Church Entrance . 

Hand sanitisers are 

available near the  

St Vincent de Paul 

Statue for a gold 

coin donation. 
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It is with much sadness that we advise of the death of  
Fr LiemΩs dear 98 year old Grandmother, Anna Thi Tam Vo  
last Saturday 24th September.  We ask you to please keep 
Fr Liem and his family in your prayers during this sad time. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon her.  

May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,   
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 

FR JOHN HAYES HAS TWO VERY SPECIAL DATES FAST 
APPROACHING. 

HIS 60th BIRTHDAY IS ON SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER & HIS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION IS ON 15TH OCTOBER. 

 

 

A morning tea will be held after the 10am Mass on Sunday 16 th  October 

to celebrate these 2 important milestones.   

Ev eryone is welcome to join the celebration.  
 

Christ is Risen 
άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜέ 

Are you searching for something in your life? 
²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ 

 

²ŀȅ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ 
Mondays & Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish Hall (child minding is provided) 

 These talks are aimed at helping us rediscover our faith and help it grow. They are for adults, 
teenagers upwards. All are welcome (practising, lapsed, lost, searching etc...) 

 

BACKGROUND ON THE GOSPEL READING  (LOYOLA PRESS) 
Sunday Connection : In today's Gospel we hear Jesus teach about faith and service to God. The context is a continuing 
dialogue between Jesus and his followers about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. Jesus has just finished an 
instruction on sin and forgiveness. There are two related teachings that Jesus offers to his disciples when they cry out 
for an increase in faith. The first is the familiar reminder that faith, even just a little, will enable the followers of Jesus 
to do wondrous things. But this uplifting and inspiring teaching is quickly followed by the second teaching, a caution about knowing 
one's place in God's plans. The disciples of Jesus are to understand themselves as servants to God and his plans. Even when God 
works wonders through us, with our mustard seed-sized faith, we must not seek praise. Our participation in God's plans is God's 
grace to usɂnothing more, nothing less. When we are graced enough to cooperate with God, the work we do is nothing more than 
our obligation to God as faithful stewards. And yet, our faith enables us to believe that what we have offered in service to God, as his 
servants, can be made to produce a hundredfold.  
Family Connection : There is much in today's Gospel that resonates in family life. In our daily attempts as parents to live up to the 
confidence and trust that our children place in us, we come to know the wonders that God can do with just a little faith. In family life 
we also learn about obligations that are their own rewards. The daily tasks that family members do for one another and for the 
household are simply the manifestations of our responsibilities to one another. Take a turn with each member of the family and 
identify some of the little things that each family member does that make a big difference in your family life. Read today's Gospel, 
Luke 17:5-10. Talk about how each person is called upon by God to believe that God can work miracles in our lives, that God can use 
us to make a difference in our world. Together as a family, pray Saint Ignatius of Loyola's Prayer of Generosity. Ask that God will 
work through your family to make a difference in the lives of those around you. 

 
 

 

BABY ITEMS NEEDED : The Milgates are currently caring for a beautiful 4  month 

baby girl who will be going into permanent care within the next few weeks.  She 

will be  in need clothes and a change table.  If anyone could help out in these areas 

could they kindly  contact Cathy by either email  camil gat e@optusnet.com.au  or by 

phone 9746  5520  and leave a message. Items can also be left at the Parish Office  

Monday to Friday 9am to 3pm. Yo ur generosity will be greatly appreciated.  
 

mailto:camilgate@optusnet.com.au
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October is the month of the Rosary. A prayer full of blessings as 
we contemplate the mysteries of our salvation. Let us make use 
of this beautiful prayer as we continue to grow together in faith 

and love.  
(How to pray the Rosary Cards are available in the Church Foyer). 

A reflection for October, Month of the Rosary by Robert Verrill  

Recently I was having a conversation with someone about prayer and she mentioned that 
she rarely prayed the Rosary because she found it so hard to concentrate whenever she did. 
The Rosary is a beautiful prayer, but due to one reason or another many people never get 

ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÁÕÔÙȢ )Ô ÃÁÎ ÆÅÅÌ ÌÉËÅ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÓÏ ÍÁÎy things simultaneously ɀ saying each Our 
Father and Hail Mary with due reverence, praying for our particular intentions, all the while trying to create vivid mental 
ÉÍÁÇÅÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ /ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÄȭÓ ÅÙÅȢ )Æ ×Å ÆÁÉÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÎÄÅÁÖÏÕÒȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÅÍÐÔÉng to feel dejected and as though 
×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÏÍÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÌÅÓÓ ÍÅÃÈÁÎÉÃÁÌ ÅØÅÒÃÉÓÅȢ 7Å ÍÉÇÈÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ 
rather than to pray it badly. Well the month of October is a good time to re-evaluate the place the Rosary has in our lives. 
Going back to the conversation I had with this person on prayer, I mentioned that I also found it hard to concentrate 
ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÍÁÔÔÅÒȢ !Ó ÓÏÏÎ ÁÓ )ȭÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÉÓȟ ) ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÔÈÅ ×Òong way. 
Contemplation is a fundamental part of the Rosary. The French priest and Dominican tertiary St Louis De Montfort said: 
The Rosary without meditation on the sacred mysteries of our salvation would almost be like a body without a soul; 
excellent matter, but without form which sets it apart from other devotions. It is because of its meditative nature that 
many popes and saints have been so keen to promote the Rosary.  

In 1982, when John Paul II visited Fatima he told the people: Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÙÏÕ Á ȬÓÅÃÒÅÔȭȩ )Ô ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
ÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ Á ÓÅÃÒÅÔȠ ÐÒÁÙȟ ÐÒÁÙ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈȠ ÒÅÃÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȢȱ  

The Rosary is not an optional extra. It has the potential to transform our lives if we are willing. So where does that leave 
those of us who ÇÅÎÕÉÎÅÌÙ ÆÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÁÔÅ ×ÈÉÌÓÔ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙȩ $ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÒÁÙ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒÌÙ ×ÅÌÌȟ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÎ Á ÄÁÉÌÙ ÂÁÓÉÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ )ȭÖÅ ÃÏÍÅ 
to realize. Whilst we can pray the Rosary to varying degrees of perfection, it is not really possible to pray the Rosary 
badly. Although we should always hope that we might learn to pray the Rosary better, we are never worse off for praying 
it. We might have various bad attitudes that we become aware of when we pray the Rosary, but this is surely a good thing. 
)Ô ÍÁËÅÓ ÕÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÍÅÒÃÙȢ !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÄ ÉÓ ÈÏ× ÍÙ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅ ÔÏ /ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙ ÈÁÓ 
changed over the last few years. Before I started pÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÏÎ Á ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÂÁÓÉÓȟ ) ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÆÅÅÌ ) ÈÁÄ ÁÎÙ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ 
Marian devotion ɀ ) ÆÅÌÔ ) ÈÁÒÄÌÙ ËÎÅ× /ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÐÒÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ 
who Mary is. She is our Mother, she loves us, she constantly prays for us, gently guiding us towards her Son. So we should 
feel entirely comfortable and at ease in her company. As a nun, St Bernadette used to encourage the sisters to pray the 
2ÏÓÁÒÙ ×ÈÉÌÓÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÌÅÅÐ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ȰÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÌÉËÅ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÈÏ ÆÁÌÌÓ ÁÓÌÅÅÐ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȭ-ÁÍÁȟ -ÁÍÁȦȭȱ John 
Paul II said that as a young man, praying the Living Rosary helped him realize that not only does Our Mother Mary direct 
ÕÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÂÕÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ (ÉÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ȬÌÏÏË what marvels I have worked for 
ÍÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒȢȭ $ÅÖÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÉÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÏ /ÕÒ ,ÁÄÙȟ ÉÓ ÓÏ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÔ ÍÁÒËÓ ÏÕÔ ×ÈÙ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÉÓ ÓÏ 
ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌȢ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÕÐÅÒÆÉÃÉÁÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÐÅÎÅÔÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÒÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÉÎÇȢ 'ÏÄ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ to make us like 
Himself. Our Lady is the first in whom this promise has been fulfilled, and so she is worthy of the highest of praise. 

 

Let us keep the HSC students and their families in our prayers during this time of 

preparation for the final exams.  
 

Prayer for HSC Students 
 

Dear Lord, 

we ask for your blessing on our students that are preparing 

to undertake HSC Examinations over the coming weeks. 

Grant them the confidence they deserve from their years of diligent study. 

Grant them the ability to comprehend questions  

and effectively plan and articulate their responses. 

May they be enriched by the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Wisdom, Understanding, Fortitude and Knowledge. 

May their faith and piety give them the strength to face these examinations 

and the satisfaction of achieving their personal best. 

We ask these things though Christ Our Lord, Amen. 

 


