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BE HOLY! The word ‘holy’ can conjure up the image of someone who is always
praying and, perhaps, cut off from everyday earthly realities. Today’s readings,
however, remind us that holiness is not measured by the calluses on our knees but
by our love for others. Most essentially, holiness is God’s gift. We are a holy people
because God loves us and dwells among us making us the temple of God.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Ps 12:6

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My

heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will
sing to the Lord who has been bountiful
with me.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the unseen
God: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. Your are the first born of all creation:
Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the head of the body, the Church:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give

you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /

.

Amen.

COLLECT

P. Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always
pondering spiritual things, we may carry out
in both word and deed that which is pleasing
to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and
ever.

R. Amen.
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FIRST READING Lev 19:1-2, 17-18
A reading from the book of Leviticus

You must love your neighbour as yourself.

The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to
the whole community of the sons of Israel

and say to them: “Be holy, for I, the Lord your
God, am holy.”

“You must not bear hatred for your brother
in your heart. You must openly tell him, your
neighbour, of his offence; this way you will not
take a sin upon yourself. You must not exact
vengeance, nor must you bear a grudge against
the children of your people. You must love
your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.””

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM  Ps 102:1-4, 8,10, 12-13.R. v. 8
R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my
being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give
thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his
blessings. R.

2. It is the Lord who forgives all your

guilt, / who heals every one of your ills, /
who redeems your life from the grave, / who
crowns you with love and compassion. R.
3. The Lord is compassion and love, / slow
to anger and rich in mercy. / He does not
treat us according to our sins / nor repay us
according to our faults. R.

4. As far as the east is from the west / so far
does he remove our sins. / As a father has
compassion on his sons, / the Lord has pity
on those who fear him. R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 3:16-23

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to
the Corinthians

All things are yours, but you belong to Christ
and Christ belongs to God.

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s
temple and that the Spirit of God was living
among you? If anybody should destroy the
temple of God, God will destroy him, because
the temple of God is sacred; and you are that
temple.

Malke no mistake about it: if any one of you
thinks of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense
of the word, then he must learn to be a fool
before he really can be wise. Why? Because
the wisdom of this world is foolishness to
God. As scripture says: The Lord knows wise
men’s thoughts: he knows how useless they
are, or again: God is not convinced by the
arguments of the wise. So there is nothing
to boast about in anything human: Paul,
Apollos, Cephas, the world, life and death, the
present and the future, are all your servants;
but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs
to God.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

1Jn2:5

Whoever keeps the word of Christ,
grows perfect in the love of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Mt 5:38-48

P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Love your enemies.

Jesus said to his disciples; “You have learnt
how it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for
tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked
man no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone



ST MARTHAGS PARI SH STRATHF

Parish PriestFather John Hayes
Assistant Priest:Father Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator:Nicolle Mazzaferro (MondayThursdaypdmin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support:Larissa Argiro (Friday 9an2pm)office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinatoi:inda Praunsc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding OfficeiDianne Dawso@& Helen Williamsomgafeguarding@stmarthas.org.au jgs
Parish Ministries Coordinatordelen Williamson '
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Agnes Lee

/| KAt RNBY Q& [ A RaneESaériao2 2 NRA Y I (2 N)
Plenary Council Ambassaddr: St Sy I h Qb SAft
d.ove your enemies 0é Matthew 5

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 “ <

U al NI KI9TBa 1184«
Phone:9746 6131 Fax:9764 3040 , \ - { . . ¢

L Email:info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au Principal-Carolvn P I
Website:www.stmarthas.org.au . rincipa’tarolyn arse
\ / Assist PrincipalSteven Belcastro

Parish Office Hours:
Mon- Thurs 9ari3pm & Fridays 9am-2pm
THE PARI SH OF ST MARTHA®6S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL

RECAttilia Kazacos

PEOPLE AS THE TRADI TI ONABUICIUS

Vis ion: S, P Mission:
. (=W lease . . -
Welcor_n|r_19 ;%\4 continue Allv_e with the Spirit
Eucharistic to support the Inspired by St Martha
Transformed by the Word St Vincent De Paul Society We Celebrate & Witness
Full of Grace through the Church Godds |l ove
Proclaiming Good News Poor Boxes. Using our Gifts & Talents
MASS TIMES S SAFE GUARDING
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@ Tuesday 7.30am \A /
b (@f Wednesday:9.10am ‘ A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side

Thursday: 9.10am entrance contains various resources for children regarding

25 Friday: 9.10am Safeguarding.
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are thé police
anyone you kndwave been abused, please contactitiee Aldérnatively, you car
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiose has a legal obligattmreport crimes to the police.

18t Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass

RECONCILIATION:

Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. Bl rmee [B@ GwmEar e § el it yo
SYDNEY MALAYEALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC Facebook page, the images a
COMMUNITY Facebook page. This fAunoHyfi
Facebook and is not control]l

Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm&d0om on

the 29 Saturday of each month. take care when uploading photos of any children without parer

v .“ 4
QT@:DF@ BAPTISM: «ljﬂ) Office of th
WGP onag, 4t Sundays of the month at 11.00am N fice of the
( (One monthsé notice i: soemeer | Children’s Guardian
Baptism Preparation by appointment only. IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Contact the Parish office for more information. IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
. CHOIR; CHI LDRENS&S LI TURGY (LEADERS & C
MARRIAGES: By appointment only. _ PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE
(6 monthsd notice is SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
ROSARY: -ﬁjj} PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
/ OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

Tuesday& Saturdayafter morning Mass
WednesdayThursday & Friday.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE
HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH
PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY
ST MARTHA®S CHURCH: PRIOR TO MASS.
Mondays from 10.30arrl1.30anduring the school term only. EaT | Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
4 Communion Visitation Ministry

Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2 Pl ease return any PYXo6s
& Catholic Leader $2.50 are available currently being used. Thank you!

atthe Church Entrance . Thank you for your patience as we continue to work
towards resolving the livestreaming issues.

Please support our Catholic Press
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The LENT 2023 )
Season N P
of THE SEASON OF LENT COMMENCES ON WEDNESDAY  22"d FEBRUARY. |~ (V
Lent ASH WEDNESDAY IS A DAY OF FAST ING AND ABSTINE NCE. _L_-/).

Mass Times & the D istribution of Ashes
7.00am, 9.10am & 6.30pm .

2023LENTEN PROGRAMRIUMPH (Wollongong Diocese Resourc&he program will
commence on Monday 20February in the Church from 10.30am to 11.30am. If you woul
like to join the program, please contact Cathy Milgate on 97488. The booklets are $10
each.

Boxes and Share Pacase
now available in the Church
foyerto take home

)MDASSIG| *Caritas

“FOR ALL FUTURE GENERATIONS AUSTRALIA

Thousands of people have been killed after a catastrophic 7.8 magnitude
earthquake struck southeast Turkey (officially known as Turkiye) and Syria,
followed by another large earthquake only hours later. Thousands of deaths have
been reported in Turkey and Syria, and the death toll is increasing by the
hour. Freezing winter weather is only adding to the devastation, as the thousands
left injured, trapped or homeless are stuck in bitter cold and freezing rain. The
guakes caused devastation in rebel-held northwest Syria, where entire buildings
collapsed, leaving people trapped under the rubble. The time to act is now. We're
in contact with Caritas Turkey and other Caritas agencies on the ground as
they assess the scale of the damage and critical needs.

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press)

The | ast two antitheses offered in the Sermon on t
a n e vasidordmately strict punishment. It is actually meant to limit acts of revenge by making sure the punisl
is not excessive but fits the crime. However, Jesus asks his followers to take a different approach by resisting re
altogether. The regmse to a stronger person who slaps us on the cheek, takes us to court, or demands a service

. not to resist. Similarly, for a weaker person, such as a beggar or borrower, we are to give him or her what he or !
for. Those who are called toeh Ki ngdom of Heaven are to go beyond the way
earth. The other difficult demand of those who are called to the kingdom is to embrace the enemy. There is no comrdad esthment
to hate individals in a personal or vindictive way. But there is a religious stance that calls one to hate evil and to distance onb®elé frc
who participate in evil. In contrast, Matthew emphasizes that love of God and love of neighbor are the fundamental comutacid sl
el se depend. Because Godds |l ove is unconditional , Isiteve;possible?c
The key is in the final verse. We are to be perfect as our heavenly father is perfect. MaghaheuGreek word telos, which is probabl;
better translated here as Acomplete. o We are not dlyanorbllg copeetr
We are to be perfect as in striving to reach the completenesewalked to in the Kingdom of Heaven. Attempting to love our enemies
part of striving for that completeness.

Family Connection: Family life teaches us many things. It is often at home that we learn practical skills such as co«
riding a bike,and making repairs. Talk about some of the things that the members of your family have learned tc
home. We also learn about caring at home. Talk about times when you have learned a lesson about sharing, for¢
loving through an experience tHappened at home. Talk about how love is the most important thing a family can <
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with one another. Explain that it is the samé48iTalk C
about how Jesus tried to teach his disciples haawv® others beyond those who are closest to them. Jesus tells the
|l ove even their enemies. As members of Godbés family,nwiel av e

enemies and pray f or middgyarechildrdndhat desus siaes notterpecy us tode peréect. Jesus knows that \
human and will not always do everything correctly. Explain that what Jesus wants us to do is to love others as if tasystenesélf. If we

reach out in love to bers, we are doing exactly what Jesus did. That is what perfection looks like. End this time together by praying
of Love.

A LIMITED NUMBER OF FREE COPIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE &
2023 LENTEN COMPANI ON ASPI RI
AVAILABLE TO TAKE HOME IN THE CHURCH FOYER.

Lenten Companion 2023
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CAN YOU SPARE 1 HOUR A WEEK DURING THE SCHOOL TERM ONLY?
BECOME A CATECHIST:
We are in need of additional Catechists to teach scripture in our local public
primary schools in 2023.
1 Homebush Public School & 1 hour on Wednesday mornings.
1 Marie Bashir Public School & 1 hour on Wednesday afernoons.

All training and teacher resources will be provided. Please contact Lorraine Kazzi
on 0400 505 205.

Grace Herro Gian Surjadinata Jackie Romanous Ravi Family

I T

Rick Herro Artha Surjadinata Relyn Aguinaldo Ravi Family

Natalie Baini Helen Williamson

Greg Glass Owen Loney

Marianna Soo Maria Yu Michael Quinlan Volunteer Needed
ChristianS. Liam D. EmiliaT. Oliver B.
Nathaniel S. Shannon D. Catelyn C. Marina B.

Aiden L. Volunteer Needed Aidan M. Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed

Edith Pun PhilRobinson Trudie Rogers Anthony Thurn

Mass offerings

Recently Deceased:

Repose of The Soul:

(v 4

Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:

Alexandra (Alicia) Pearce, Sandor Toth, Kevin Coorey, Elizabeth Keating, Luigi Calabrese, Cardinal
George Pell, Sr Marie O6Regan OP, Sr Koy Rldanartaleyn
Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Betty Warbrick, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit,
Frederick McDowell, John Ferguson, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, John
McManus, Aldo Amarino,Sal vat ore Puglisi, William (Bill)
Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice
Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Stephen Maxwell
Stewart & Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephani
Elie Sahyoun, Peg Bailey, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke,
Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Jamile Tannous, Michael Tannous, Francesco
& Mary Sorbello, Margaret McGannon.

Hary Amalan, John Georges, Mrs P Raju, Dominic Wang, Maria Huang, John Tandiono, John Murphy,
Katherine Murphy, Andrew Pilkington, Francesco Andreacchio, Anne Russo, Grace Hunt, Maureen &
Edmund Duggan, Antonio lannella, Harry Russo, Dan Dillon, Maureen Sarks.

Judith Mueller, Monica Connolly, Ken South, Ajith Antony, Pat Killalea, Pat Fraser, Elizabeth McNamara,
Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe Faraone, Joanna Jo, Eliana Barnes, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry
D6Souza, Kevin O6Connor Juliana Tsagaroul i s

&
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Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Melissa Teo, Alan Bailey, Antonia &
Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo, Raffaela, Filomena & Maria Pagano.
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