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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TiME / A

24 SepTEMBER 2023

MY WAYS ARE ABOVE YOUR WAYS. Those who had laboured in the vineyard
all day were angry when the owner paid the latecomers the same wage. Like the
story of the prodigal son, this parable reminds us that the kingdom of heaven is not
characterised by our limited concepts of justice but by a compassion that knows no
limits. May we not be envious at the good fortune of others but rejoice that we too

are loved deeply by God.
INTRODUCTORY R

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

[ am the salvation of the people, says the
Lord.

Should they cry to me in any distress,

I will hear them, and I will be their Lord

for ever.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as
the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You have poured out on your people the
Spirit of truth: Christ, have mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

P. You are the Good Shepherd, leading us to
eternal life: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. /

We praise you, / we bless you, / we

adore you, / we glorify you, / we give

you thanks for your great glory, / Lord
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father, / you take away the sins of
the world, / have mercy on us; / you take
away the sins of the world, / receive our
prayer; / you are seated at the right hand
of the Father, / have mercy on us. / For
you alone are the Holy One, / you alone
are the Lord, / you alone are the Most
High, / Jesus Christ, / with the Holy
Spirit, / in the glory of God the Father. /
Amen.

COLLECT

P. O God, who founded all the commands
of your sacred Law upon love of you and of
our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

My thoughts are not your thoughts.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,

call to him while he is still near.

Let the wicked man abandon his way,

the evil man his thoughts.

Let him turn back to the Lord who will take
pity on him,

to our God who is rich in forgiving;

for my thoughts are not your thoughts,

my ways not your ways — it is the Lord who
speaks.

Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,

my thoughts above your thoughts.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM  Ps 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18.R. v. 18

R. The Lord is near to all who call him.

Isa 55:6-9

L. Iwill bless you day after day/ and praise
your name for ever. / The Lord is great,
highly to be praised, / his greatness cannot
be measured. R.

2. The Lord is kind and full of

compassion, / slow to anger, abounding
in love. / How good is the Lord to all, /
compassionate to all his creatures. R.

3. The Lord is just in all his ways / and
loving in all his deeds. / He is close to all
who call him, / who call on him from their
hearts. R.

SECOND READING Phil 1:20-24, 27

: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

Philippians

. For me to live is Christ.

Christ will be glorified in my body, whether
by my life or by my death. Life to me, of
course, is Christ, but then death would bring

me something more; but then again, if living
in this body means doing work which is
having good results — I do not know what 1
should choose. I am caught in this dilemma:
I want to be gone and be with Christ, which
would be very much the better, but for me to
stay alive in this body is a more urgent need
for your sake.
Avoid anything in your everyday lives that
would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Acts 16:14
Alleluia, alleluia! / Open our hearts,

O Lord, / to listen to the words of your
Son. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

Mt 20:1-16

P A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Why are you jealous because I am generous?
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom
of heaven is like a landowner going out at
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He
made an agreement with the workers for one
denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard.
Going out at about the third hour he saw
others standing idle in the market place and
said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and
I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At
about the sixth hour and again at about the
ninth hour, he went out and did the same.
Then at about the eleventh hour he went out
and found more men standing round, and he
said to them, “Why have you been standing
here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired
us” they answered. He said to them, “You
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Vision: S0, Mission:
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Eucharistic — to support the Inspired by St Martha

Transformed by the Word St Vincent De Paul Society We Celebrate & Witness
Full of Grace through the Church God’s love
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MASS TIMES

Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am /
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, Spm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm

1%t Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.

SYDNEY MALAYALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY
Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on
the 2™ Saturday of each month.

Q|€‘>| BAPTISM:
WebF o & 4™ Sundays of the month at 11.00am
L( (One months’ notice is required).

Baptism Preparation by appointment only.
Contact the Parish office for more information.

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).

ROSARY: .{.1 -
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass —
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT
ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (school term only)

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2
& Catholic Leader $2.50 are available
at the Church Entrance.

SAFE GUARDING

A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side
entrance contains various resources for children regarding
Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the police. If you — or
anyone you know — have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiies@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish
Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance.

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

n‘o
MY
Jew | Office of the
ucnsww Children’s Guardian

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY
CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO
RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE
CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE
SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.

Important Notice: Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion Visitation Ministry
Please return any PYX’s to the Sacristy that are not
currently being used. Thank you!
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 109th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 2023 — 24" September 2023

FREE TO CHOOSE WHETHER TO MIGRATE OR TO STAY.

Dear brothers and sisters!

The migratory flows of our times are the expression of a complex and varied phenomenon that, to be properly understood, requires a careful
analysis of every aspect of its different stages, from departure to arrival, including the possibility of return. As a contribution to this effort, [ have
chosen to devote the Message for the 109th World Day of Migrants and Refugees to the freedom that should always mark the decision to leave one’s
native land. “Free to leave, free to stay” was the title of an initiative of solidarity promoted several years ago by the Italian Episcopal Conference as
a concrete response to the challenges posed by contemporary migration movements. From attentive listening to the Particular Churches, I have
come to see that ensuring that that freedom is a widely shared pastoral concern. “An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said: ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him” (Mt
2:13). The flight of the Holy Family into Egypt was not the result of a free decision, nor were many of the'migratiens that marked the history of the
people of Israel. The decision to migrate should always be free, yet in many cases, even in our day, it 1&#&. Conflicts, natural disasters, or more
simply the impossibility of living a dignified and prosperous life in one’s native land is forcing millions ' pers-'ﬁ's to leave.'Already in 2003, Saint
John Paul Il stated that “as regards migrants and refugees; bu mg'(':lundltlons of peace means in practice bein iously committed to safeguarding
first of all the right not to emigrate, that is, the right to live'in peace and dignity in one's own country” (Mes ﬁ_ﬂfWorld Dayef Migrants
and Refugees, 3). “They took their livestock and the goods that theyshadsacguired in the land of Cana e into Egypt Ecob andtall his
offspring with him” (Gen 46:6). A grave famine forced ]acobw .E;p-mly to seek refuge i ere his son Joseph ensured their
survival. Persecutions, wars, atmospheric phenomena and dir he most visible ca ses of ﬂ)rced nmigrations today. Migrants flee
because of poverty, fear or desperation. Eliminating these causes and t ﬁ%n end to forced‘migration calls for shared commitment on the
part of all, in accordance with the responsibilities of each. Thisicommitmentbegins with asking what we.can do, but'also what we need to stop
doing. We need to make every effort to halt the arms race, economic colonialism, the plundering of other people’s resources and the devastation of
our common home. “All who believed were together and had all things inié6mmon; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need” (Acts 2:44-45). The ideal of the first:€hristian community seems sodistant from today’s reality! To make migration

a choice that is truly free, efforts must be made to ensure to everyone an equal share in the common good, respect for his or her fundamental rights,
and access to an integral human development. Only in this way will we be able to offer to each person the possibility of a dignified and fulfilling life,
whether individually or within families. Clearly, the principal responsibility falls to the countries of origin and their leaders, who are called to
practice a good politics - one that is transparent, honest, farsighted and at the service of all, especially those mostwvulnerable. At the same time, they
must be empowered to do this, without finding themselves robbed of their natural and human resources and without outside interference aimed
at serving the interests of a few. Where circumstances make possible a decision either to migrate or to stay, there is a need to ensure that the
decision be well informed and carefully considered, in order to avoid great numbers of men, women and childrenfalling victim to perilous illusions
or unscrupulous traffickers. “In this year of jubilee you shall return, every one of you, to your property”s(Lev 25:13). For the people of Israel, the
celebration of the jubilee year represented an act of collective justice: “everyone was allowed te return to their original situation, with the
cancellation of all debts, restoration of the land, and an opportunity once more to enjoy the freedom proper to the members of the People of God”
(Catechesis, 10 February 2016). As we approach the Holy Year of 2025, we do well to remember this aspectof the jubilee celebrations. Joint efforts
are needed by individual countries and the international community to ensure that all enjoy the right not to be forced to emigrate, in other words,
the chance to live in peace and with dignity in one's own country. This right has yet to be codified, but it is one of fundamental impertance, and its
protection must be seen as a shared responsibility on the part of all States withirespect to a common good that transcends natienal borders. Indeed,
since the world’s resources are not unlimited, the development of the economically poorer countries depends on the-capacity for sharing that we
can manage to generate among all countries. Until this right is guaranteed - and here we are speaking.of along process - many people will still have
to emigrate in order to seek a better life. “For I was hungry and you gave me food, [ was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, [ was in prison and you visited me” (Mt 25:35-
36). These words are a constant admonition to see in the migrant not simply a brother or sister in difficulty, but Christ himself, who knocks at our
door. Consequently, even as we work to ensure that in every case migration is the fruit of a free decision, we are called to show maximum respect
for the dignity of each migrant; this entails accompanying and managing waves of migration as best we can, constructing bridges and not walls,
expanding channels for a safe and regular migration. In whatever place we decide to build our future, in the country of our birth or elsewhere, the
important thing is that there always be a community ready to welcome, protect, promote and integrate everyone, without distinctions and without
excluding anyone. The synodal path that we have undertaken as a Church leads us to see in those who are most vulnerable - among whom are many
migrants and refugees - special companions on our way, to be loved and cared for as brothers and sisters. Only by walking together will we be able
to go far and reach the common goal of our journey.

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press)

In today's Gospel, Jesus moves from Galilee to teach in Judea where he is sought out by great crowds and tested by the Pharisees on issues such
as marriage and divorce. Jesus also encounters a rich young man who is unable to accept Jesus' demand that he leave his possessions to follow
him. Jesus' response to the rich young man sounds very much like the conclusion we will find in today's Gospel: the first will be last and the last will
be first. On the surface, the parable of the workers in the vineyard appears to be an offense to common sense. Those who work a longer day ought
to be paid more than those who work just an hour or two. When viewed in this way, the landowner seems unfair. That is because we are reading into the parable our
own preconceived notions of how fairness and equality should be quantified. A close read shows us that the landowner paid on the terms that were negotiated. The
landowner, it seems, has acted completely justly. The parable goes beyond that, however, and we come to see that the landowner is not simply just, he is exceptionally
just. He is radically just. He has given those who labored in the field for a full day their due pay. But he has also given a full-day's wage to those who worked only a
single hour. No one is cheated, but a few receive abundantly from the landowner just as we receive from God more than what is merely justifiable or due. God, like
the landowner, is radically just and abundantly generous. The workers who complain are made to look foolish as they lament the fact that landowner has made all
workers equal. Indeed, what more could one ask for than to be treated as an equal at work or anywhere else? The parable reminds us that although God owes us
nothing, he offers abundantly and equally. We are occasionally tempted to think that our own actions deserve more reward, more of God's abundant mercy, than the
actions of others. But God's generosity cannot be quantified or partitioned into different amounts for different people. When we think that way, we are trying to relate
to God on our terms rather than to accept God's radically different ways.

Family Connection: The workers in this parable sound very much like squabbling children, comparing what they have each been given
and making complaints to the parent. Among children there is a tendency to equate love with gifts and material things. This tendency can

Ay ey devolve into a spirit of entitlement, which runs counter to the spirit of gratitude. Any effort we make to overcome this tendency, to keep love
(R'u» “‘*A\ from being entwined with gifts and possessions, will enable our children to accept completely the love that God gives freely and generously.
ﬂ(;ﬂ; Observe together any tendency within your family to make comparisons. Are children sometimes heard saying that another child received a

greater portion of a favorite food at dinner or dessert? Does one person complain that a parent spends more time with one child over another?
Ask if such comparisons are helpful. Discuss together why such comparisons are made. Then read together today's Gospel, Matthew 20:1-16. Consider these
questions: Why do the workers grumble? Is the landowner's assessment accurate? Unfortunately, we are sometimes like these workers when we make the
comparisons we discussed earlier. Conclude in prayer together remembering that love cannot and ought not to be measured. Sit quietly together acknowledging God's
great love for each person as individuals and for your family. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 145, or the Lord's Prayer.



Reflecting on Padre Pio by Paul Gallagher
(Feast Day 23rd September)

I have some friends who hail from Livorno, Italy. Christina loves to tell the story of the time her
parents went to Confession to St. Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio). It was the custom of their town
that all the school children would take a bus to San Giovanni Rotondo for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. On this particular day, Christina’s parents, who were in the fifth grade, stood next
to each other in the Confession line. They were friendly, but not really friends at that time.
Giancarlo went to Reconciliation first, followed by Dina. As she was walking out, Padre Pio
stopped her. He told her that he had just heard the confession of the person she would marry
one day. In the not-too-distant future, this couple will be happily married for 50 years. I'm sure
St. Pio of Pietrelcina continues to intercede for them. As | was reflecting on this mystical saint of
the last century, I was reminded about the fact that, while he was alive, he was often
misunderstood. In fact, for many years, he was forbidden to celebrate Mass and was not allowed
to communicate with those outside the monastery walls. Dealing with this hardship led him to
an even deeper relationship with God. How many of us, when dealing with difficulties, simply
give up, believing things will not get better? This quote from Padre Pio is a gentle reminder that
we should not give up in our prayers. God’s timing is perfect, and worrying about the outcome
of our situation won’t do any good.

“Pray, wait, and do not worry. Worrying is useless. God is merciful and will listen to your prayer...
Prayer is the best weapon we have; it is the key to the heart of God. You should speak to Jesus, not

with your lips but with your heart.”

Today, as we remember this modern saint, let’s lift up our concerns to Jesus, not just with our
lips, but with our hearts. Let’s trust that our prayers are being heard.

. LN October is Depression and Mental Health
E»—- . W@ .M Awareness Month. All donations received will
go directly to support crisis support/suicide
prevention services.
THE DONATION BOX IS LOCATED IN

. . . THE CHURCH FOYER
& Lifeline

We extend our sincerest thanks to the
Quan Family, formerly from the
Solomon Islands and Founders of the Rosary Mission Group, for generously
donating a variety of colourful hand-made and beautifully beaded Rosaries to
St Martha’s. The Rosary can be a source of hope and comfort, especially during
challenging times. Praying the Holy Rosary is a great opportunity for each of
us to strengthen our relationship with Our Lady. The Blessed Rosaries are
available in the Church foyer and are free, however an offering into the
Donation Box would be appreciated.

“Hope does not disappoint, it is not an illusion, it is a hope. Beside each other, in love and
patience, we can prepare a better time in these days.” Pope Francis (source CNA)

Let us help others and Carry Hope Everywhere.

The HOPE Keepsakes and Prayer Cards are FREE and available in the
Church Foyer. Please take one for yourself, or for someone you know
who may be struggling.

2024 Bible Diaries
are now available to purchase in the Church Foyer (limited stock). They are
designed to help you to keep the Word of God close to your heart in your daily
life. A companion on the journey to pray, to share, to grow in God's love and be

GOD'S WORD nourished by the Word of God make these an ideal gift.
o0 $20 each (rrp $21.95) Cash payments only. Please do not use the tap’ n’ go machines.

Sndness is geving Azr//(' lo these wha think /A(y are all alone in thés world. /! indness i u’('(*//ly the best in cthers when //(y cannadl see i in

themselves. " “Nindness &5 »)('///(Mmy angone can gie wilhout /mmy ////7/////7 themiselves. " “Sindness és not what got do, bt whe yow are.



GIVE A HAND

UP T0 PEOPLE LIKE EMMA

AND JACOB DURING THIS ONGOING

COST-OF-LIVING AND HOUSING CRISIS

@anles

good works

Special Ministers

Readers

Altar Servers

Wardens

GIVE NOW »

30th Sept & 15t October

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Tandiono Family Yvonne Martins Khairallah Family Elias Family
Tandiono Family Volunteer Needed Khairallah Elias Family
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Natalie Baini Daniel Martins Anne Marrins Melanie John
Marianna Soo Greg Glass’ Steven Doumit Volunteer Needed
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Lincoln M. Julian M. Elijah M. John Paul B.
Hayden M. Lucas M. Khairallah Family Timothy P.
Volunteer Needed Jacob M. Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Joy Li Georgette Sahyoun Trudie Rogers Phil Robinson

MASS OFFERINGS

Recently Deceased:

Repose of The Soul:

4
Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:

Campbell Farrell, Dorothy Sirr, Sister Clare Gamble OSB, Khalil Herro, Sister Margaret Hill OP, Sister Collette
Holz OP, Francesco Campanale, Francis Tai Ta.

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Betty Warbrick, Gerald Wilson, Francis Doumit, Frederick
McDowell, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Elizabeth Keating, John McManus, Aldo
Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William (Bill) & Dorothy Starr, Roger O’Reilly, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia
Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds,
Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Stephen Maxwell Stewart &
Christopher John Stewart, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Elie Sahyoun,
Alan & Peg Bailey, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary
Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Leonardo (Lenny) Fragassi.

Gerald Wilson, Eric Sidoti, Richard Anglin, Elizabeth Lalitha, Ben & Mary De Giovanni, Mary Anne Harrington,
Dorothea Starr, Salli & Taisto Lammi, Joy Quinlan, Kevin Quinlan, Marie Leahy.

Joseph Akkary, Baby Oscar McNamara, Tor King Yuen, John Quinlan, Sylvia Watson, Sheree Mouawad,
Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss,
Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Ajith Antony, Pat Fraser, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon
Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Kevin O’Connor.

Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Dave (exams), Antonia, Giuseppe,
Raffaele, Teresa, Matteo, Filomena & Maria Pagano.

, Blu‘:em“:I

Beyond Blue
P: 1300 22 4636
W: www.beyondblue.org.au

)k ®\ifeline  1800RESPECT
6 CatholicCare| \= kidshel p!'a”? s S0VINg | memema: oraaert pmer e |
H - Lifeli
CatholicCare - Archdioceseof Sydney | C 3] 1800 55 1800 Sl < st
W: www.catholiccare.org W: www.lifeline.org.au W: www, 1800respect.org.au

Premium products, hampers and gifts
from Cana Farm located in Orchard
Hills. Beautifully presented in our rustic
made-to-order timber boxes and gift
wrapped to suit any occasion. Cana
has a range of perfect gifts for friends, family, and work
colleagues. Plus, for your corporate clients, our specialty
bespoke hampers or branded product make for a
memorable gift!
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CATALOGUES AND ORDER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH FOYER
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go into my vineyard too.” In the evening,
the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff,
“Call the workers and pay them their wages,
starting with the last arrivals and ending
with the first.” So those who were hired at
about the eleventh hour came forward and
received one denarius each. When the first :
came, they expected to get more, but they too
received one denarius each. They took it, but
grumbled at the landowner. “The men who
came last” they said “have done only one
hour, and you have treated them the same as
us, though we have done a heavy day’s work
in all the heat.” He answered one of them :
and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust
to you; did we not agree on one denarius?
Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay
the last-comer as much as I pay you. Have I
no right to do what I like with my own? Why
be envious because I am generous?” Thus the |
last will be first, and the first, last.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

- THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

. P. The Lord be with you.

¢ R. And with your spirit.

. P. Lift up your hearts.

: R. We lift them up to the Lord.

- P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
: R. It is right and just.

- PREFACE I-VIlI OF THE SUNDAYS

IN ORDINARY TIME

- After the Preface, we sing or say:
- All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
¢ Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
. who comes in the name of the Lord.
: Hosanna in the highest.

- THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

¢ P. The mystery of faith.

¢ All: When we eat this Bread and drink
. this Cup,

. we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

. until you come again.

? ;
- P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
- divine teaching, we dare to say: :
All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

© All: For the kingdom, the power and the
: glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

- P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
. R. And with your spirit.

- P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

- LAMB OF GOD

- All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
i of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

¢ the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of

i the world, grant us peace.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer: ‘
R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. Receive with favour, O Lord, we pray,

the offerings of your people, that what they
profess with devotion and faith may be theirs
through these heavenly mysteries. Through
Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are

. those called to the supper of the Lamb.
. R. Lord, I am not worthy

. that you should enter under my roof,
© but only say the word

- and my soul shall be healed.

- COMMUNION ANTIPHON
* You have laid down your precepts to be
carefully kept; may my ways be firm in
keeping your statutes.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

¢ P. Graciously raise up, O Lord, those you
- renew with this Sacrament, that we may come :
¢ to possess your rederaption both in mystery

¢ and in the manner of our life. Through Christ
¢ our Lord.

R. Amen.

- P Th
¢ R. And with your S|;ir‘i'l.

. P. May almighty God bless you,

. the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
. Spirit.

© R. Amen.

. P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.

- R. Thanks be to God.

Ps118:4-5
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GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT OURS

One of the misconceptions that
Christians often have about the Old
Testament is that God is portrayed as
harsh and unforgiving. We are all too used
to contrasting the Old Testament view of
God and the loving Father of Jesus that
emerges in his teaching and ministry. It
is important to remember that it was the
Hebrew Scriptures that shaped Jesus’ own
understanding of God as a loving father.
The first reading from Isaiah clearly
challenges misconceptions we might have
that the God of Israel is not merciful.
Isaiah encourages the wicked to change
their ways precisely because God's ways
are not ours. While we might tend to
punish, God’s mercy reveals a sovereignty
that is often beyond our grasp and
understanding. Jesus’ parable of the
owner of the vineyard who deals with
all the workers in an even-handed and
generous manner is, or can be, just as
challenging for us to comprehend. Sinners
who repent, and those who have always
been devout, will all receive the same
reward. Indeed, God’s ways are far from
those of our world.
Paul finds himself in a quandary. He
knows that God is a loving God, and his
ultimate desire is to be with God. On the
other hand, he knows how his fledgling
community in Philippi needs his presence
and support. Caught between the good of
caring for the Philippian community and
that of wanting to finish his journey to be
with the Lord, he wrestles and struggles
with what is best. In the end, the problem
is resolved because he knows his reward
lies before him. In the meantime, there is
still much work to be done.

CHRISTOPHER MONAGHAN CP
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