
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

‘Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of the Lord’… Matthew 25 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 O8i 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY 

CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO 

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE 

CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE 

SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 
 

 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

Please  
continue  

to support the 
St Vincent De Paul Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes. 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass  

 
 

RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

SYDNEY MALAYALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on  

the 2nd Saturday of each month. 
 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

(One months’ notice is required). 
Baptism Preparation by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 
 

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT  

ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:  
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (school term only) 

 
 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2  

& Catholic Leader $2.50 are available  
at the Church Entrance. 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 

mailto:office@stmarthas.org.au
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjb_c6Vz5LOAhUJJ5QKHXG2Aq8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/working-with-children/working-with-children-check/apply&psig=AFQjCNF1WpdCELEXEveXnigvUYgYzkIcXQ&ust=1469673636061873
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.churchofepiphany.com/sites/default/files/Gluten-Free.png&imgrefurl=http://epiphanycatholicchurch.org/taxonomy/term/11?page%3D2&docid=x3HNLMLIfiy3uM&tbnid=K1GMxv9p0cyIMM:&vet=1&w=328&h=343&bih=798&biw=1901&ved=0ahUKEwitwIOLsd_TAhXHFZQKHSqXCksQxiAIFygD&iact=c&ictx=1
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IMPORTANT NOTICE - DUE TO UNI COMMITMENTS, LARISSA WILL BE AWAY FROM THE OFFICE UNTIL FRIDAY 

24TH NOVEMBER. THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE UNATTENDED ON WEDNESDAYS AND FRIDAYS DURING THIS 

TIME, BUT YOU MAY LEAVE MESSAGES THAT WILL BE RESPONDED TO ASAP. 
 

During the month of November, we remember those who have returned to the Father! 
We invite all families to write the names of departed loved 

ones in the books of remembrance on the special memorial on 

the sanctuary during the month of November. Mass Offering 

Envelopes will also be available. (names cannot be printed in 

the Weekly Bulletin due to the large volume).  
 

 

CWF November Parish Appeal 

The last Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Parish Appeal is still running this weekend. Our 
Parish quota is $1861.45. You can also make a donation and find out more at 

www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press) 
This week’s Gospel speaks of how Jesus’ disciples are to conduct themselves as they await the Kingdom of Heaven. In the preceding 
passages and in last week’s Gospel, Jesus taught that there is no way to predict the coming of the Kingdom of Heaven. His disciples 
must, therefore, remain vigilant and ready to receive the Son of Man at any time. Jesus’ parable talks about Christian discipleship using 
economic metaphors. Before he leaves on a journey, the master entrusts to his servants a different number of talents, giving to each 
according to their abilities. A talent is a coin of great value. Upon the master’s return, he finds that the first and second servants have 

doubled their money, and both are rewarded. The third servant, however, has only preserved what was given to him because he was afraid to lose the money. 
He has risked nothing; he did not even deposit the money in a bank to earn interest. This servant is punished by the master, and his talent is given to the one 
who brought the greatest return. Read in light of last week’s parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids, this parable teaches that God’s judgment will be 
based on the service we render to God and to one another in accordance with the gifts that God has given to us. Our gifts, or talents, are given to us for the 
service of others. If we fail to use these gifts, God’s judgment on us will be severe. On the other hand, if we make use of these gifts in service to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, we will be rewarded and entrusted with even more responsibilities. This Gospel reminds us that Christian spirituality is not passive or inactive. Our 
life of prayer helps us to discern the gifts that have been given to us by God. This prayer and discernment ought to lead us to use our gifts in the service of 
God and our neighbor. God’s grace allows us to share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Family Connection: In today’s Gospel, Jesus talks about the correlation between faithfulness and responsibilities. Family life 
provides many opportunities to illustrate this connection for children. As children prove themselves trustworthy, they can be trusted to 
take on greater responsibilities. Jesus teaches us in this parable that when we show ourselves to be trustworthy in small matters, we 
can be trusted to participate in greater matters of responsibility. As you gather as a family, take some time to recall how each child in 
the family has matured and can now be trusted with greater responsibilities. Say: In today’s Gospel, Jesus talked about how our 
trustworthiness in small matters shows that we can also be trusted to share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven. Read 

Matthew 15:14-30. Say: We share in the work of serving the Kingdom of Heaven when we use our talents to help and serve others. As a family, choose one 
thing to do this week to serve others. Conclude in prayer together, asking God’s help so that your family may serve others more faithfully. Pray together the 
Prayer to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. And kindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you will renew the face of the earth. 

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit you have taught the hearts of your faithful. In the same Spirit help 
 us to relish what is right and always rejoice in your consolation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St Vincent de Paul 2024 Columban Calendars & 

Christmas Card packs are now available for $10 each.  
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal – 2nd & 3rd December 
This Christmas, your generous financial donation will help Vinnies provide much needed help and financial 

assistance to those without. More than anything we can give hope to many in our community in their time 

of need. envelopes will be available on the pews. Donations can be placed in any of the collection plates. 

Thank you in anticipation.  Anthony Thurn, President Strathfield Conference. 

 

You can donate by scanning 

this QR code. 
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Position Vacant - The Society of St Paul has a temporary vacancy for some part-time 

domestic help in their house in Strathfield. Duties include some meal preparation, 

laundry, ironing and kitchen maintenance. Up to three days a week, approximately 5 

hours per day. For further information, contact Fr Michael on 0438 159 823. 
 

Important notice: The current roster ends on 31st December. The 2024 roster is underway so please 

advise the parish office as soon as possible of any changes or if you wish to join in these Ministries.  
 

25th & 26th November 
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Tandiono Family Yvonne Martins Khairallah Family Elias Family 

Tandiono Family Joseph Samarsinghe Khairallah Family Elias Family 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Natalie Baini Daniel Martins Anne Marrins Melanie John 

Marianna Soo Greg Glass Steve Doumit Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Lincoln M. Julian M. Elijah M. John Paul B. 

Hayden M. Lucas M. Khairallah Family Timothy P. 

Volunteer Needed Jacob M. Khairallah Family Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Wardens Phil Robinson Georgette Sahyoun Trudie Rogers Vince Blefari 
 

Mass offerings 
Recently Deceased: Paul Maria To Ba Tuan, Maria Pagano, George Lee, Margot Starkey, Lillie James, Theresa Elsebelay, Michel 

Baini, Cecelia Donohue, Kay Doran, Sinead Dillon, John Quinlan, Noreen Hawkins, Jim Bailey. 

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco Campanale, Francis Doumit, Frederick 
McDowell, Dorothy Harris, Shani Louk, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Elizabeth Keating, John 
McManus, Aldo Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William & Dorothy Starr, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia 
Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, 
Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Betty Warbrick, Gerald Wilson, 
Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Elie Sahyoun, Alan & Peg Bailey, Matteo & 
Caterina Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda 
Reginato. 

Anniversaries: Dominic Van So Duong, Francis Ta, Michael & Nolliag Donegan, Thomas Kenny, John Harrington, Mary 
Dinhvu & John Hao Vu, Elias Georges, Roger O’Reilly, Frank & Marie Monaghan, Anthony Menino D’Costa, 
Benito Lavapie, Vito Iannella, Kathleen & Frank Moynihan, Joseph Manning, Monica Ryan, Betty Warbrick, 
Maria Giovanna Frino, Lawrie & Maud Soares, Hubert & Blanche Saldanha, Kevin Fernandes. 

Sick Intentions: Damian Gleeson, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Baby Oscar McNamara, Tor King Yuen, Sylvia Watson, 
Sheree Mouawad, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, Stephanie 
Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Ajith Antony, Pat Fraser, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe 
Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Kevin O’Connor.  

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Vigo Family, Antonia, Giuseppe, Raffaele, 
Teresa, Matteo, Filomena & Maria Pagano, Caterina & Francesco Agostino, Sofie & Jerome Druart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“May the weapons be stopped: they will never lead to peace, and may the conflict not 
widen! Enough! Enough, brothers! In Gaza, let the wounded be rescued immediately, let 

civilians be protected, let far more humanitarian aid be allowed to reach that stricken 

population. May the hostages be freed, including the elderly and children. Every human 

being, Christian, Jewish, Muslim, of any people or religion, every human being is sacred, 

is precious in the eyes of God and has the right to live in peace. Let us not lose hope: let 

us pray and work tirelessly so that the sense of humanity may prevail over hardness of 

heart.”  

 

Mass for Expectant Mothers and those Hoping to Conceive 

All expectant mothers and those hoping to conceive are warmly invited to 

come to 10:30 Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral on Sunday, 10 December, with 

an opportunity to receive a special blessing from Bishop Richard Umbers 

with relics of St. Gerard Majella and St. Gianna Molla. 

Register before 1 December for catering purposes at https://www.trybooking.com/CLMSM 

Remembering someone with a Mass Intention honours them in a unique way – surrounding them with the warmth of God’s 
love. A Mass may be offered for the living or deceased, for a Birthday, Anniversary, for somebody who is ill, or for a 

special intention. Mass Intention envelopes are available at the Church Entrances. If you would like a Mass offered on a 

particular date, please contact the parish office to arrange this. 
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Pope: Peace is built with listening, not weapons.  

By Joseph Tulloch. 

 

In a message sent to the 6th Paris Peace Forum, Pope Francis says that “no war is worth the tears of a 
mother who sees her child killed.” Pope Francis has sent a message to the 6th Paris Peace Forum, saying 
that peace “is built not with weapons, but with patient listening.” The Forum brings together government 

representatives, international organisations, and civil society groups for two days of discussions. In his message, signed by Cardinal Pietro 

Parolin, and read aloud to participants by Archbishop Celestino Migliore, Apostolic Nuncio to France, Pope Francis highlighted the 

indispensability of dialogue to peace processes, and underlined the close connection between peace and respect for human rights. Dialogue: 

the only path to avert war! Peace, the Pope stressed in his message, “is built not with weapons, but with patient listening, dialogue and 

cooperation, which remain the only means of resolving disputes which is worthy of the human person.” For this reason, Pope Francis said, 
fora like the one in Paris, “whose mission is to strengthen dialogue between all continents”, have an important role to play in building a “more 
just, united and peaceful world.” He thus expressed his hope that the forum would “encourage sincere dialogue, based on listening to the cries 

of all those who suffer.” 
 

AFFECTIVE PRAYER 

By Ron Rolheiser 

 

One of the classic definitions of prayer tells us that prayer is raising mind and heart to God. 

In essence, that says it all. The problem is that often we raise our minds but not our hearts. 

Our prayer tends to be intellectual but not affective and we tend to think of prayer more as 

a way of gaining insight than as way of being touched in the heart. But prayer is ultimately about love not insight. It is meant to 

establish friendship. Friendship, as we know, is not as much a question of having insight into each others’ lives as it is of mutually 
touching each other in affection and understanding. Friendship, as John of the Cross puts it, is a question of attaining “boldness 
with each other.” When we have touched each others’ lives deeply, we can be “bold” with each other. We can then ask each 
other for help, ask for each other’s presence without needing an excuse, share a feeling, share an insight, or even just share a 
joke. Good friendship inspires “boldness”. The object of prayer is precisely to try to attain this kind of “boldness” with God, to try 
to reach a point where we are comfortable enough with God to ask for help, to share a feeling, to share an insight, or even to 

share a joke, just as we would with a trusted friend. But to reach this kind of trust we must first let God touch us in the heart, and 

not just in insight. This means that prayer is not so much a question of having beautiful thoughts about God as it is of feeling 

God’s affection for us. Sadly, that is precisely what we generally miss in prayer, the experience of God’s affection. What is 

common in prayer is the tendency to talk to ourselves rather than to God. For example: When we are at prayer and we begin to 

have various feelings and insights, the almost-automatic reaction is to begin to speak to ourselves about what’s happening in 
us, saying things like: “This is wonderful!” “This scares me!” “I shouldn’t be feeling this way!” “I can’t wait to write this down!” 
When this happens we end up speaking to ourselves rather than to God. This point was clarified for me recently on a retreat 

given by Bob Michel, of St. Paul University, Ottawa, a highly-respected mentor in the art of prayer. He suggests that perhaps 

the number one problem in prayer, among those who seriously try to sustain private prayer, is precisely the tendency to 

constantly talk to ourselves rather than to God. Quoting Leon Bloy, who once said: “There are persons who adore themselves 
before the Blessed Sacrament,” he suggests that too often in prayer we say things to ourselves that we should be saying to 
God. In prayer, he says, we should never say things like this to ourselves: “This is wonderful!” “This scares me!” We need to say 
them to God. The key to prayer, in his view, is to turn from ourselves to God. And the pivotal part of that turning is that we must 

ask God to touch us affectively and not just intellectually. When we go to pray what we most need to ask for is to hear God’s 
voice within us saying: “I love you!” Nothing would heal us more and nothing would make us more “bold” before life’s mystery 
and goodness than hearing those words from God. Our very capacity to love depends upon it. Thomas Merton, commenting 

upon our struggle to love and forgive each other, one said: “The beginning of the fight against hatred, is not the commandment 

to love, but what must necessarily come before in order to make the commandment bearable and comprehensible. It is the prior 

commandment to believe. The root of Christian love is not the will to love, but the faith that one is loved … until this discovery is 

made, until this liberation has been brought about by the divine mercy, men and women are imprisoned in hate.” The gospels 
agree. The first words out of Jesus’ mouth in John’s gospel, are a question, the most timeless of all questions, “What do you  

want?” (Also translated as “What are you searching for?”). Jesus asks the question at the beginning of the gospel, but doesn’t 
fully answer it until the end. His answer? The word he speaks to Mary Magdalene early on the morning of the resurrection. She 

has been searching for him, is bewildered, and now when she finds him doesn’t recognize him. He repeats for her question he 
began the gospels with: “What are you searching for?” and then supplies the answer himself. With deep affection, one-to-one, 

he pronounces her name: “Mary”. In the end, that’s what we are all searching for and most need. We need to hear God, 

affectionately, one-to-one, pronounce our names. Nothing would heal us more of our deep restlessness and bitterness than to 

hear God call us by name and say: “I love you!” 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


