
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

‘He will take his seat on his throne of glory, and he will separate men one from another’… Matthew 25 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY 

CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO 

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE 

CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE 

SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 
 

 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

Please  
continue  

to support the 
St Vincent De Paul Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes. 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass  

 
 

RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

SYDNEY MALAYALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on  

the 2nd Saturday of each month. 
 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

(One months’ notice is required). 
Baptism Preparation by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 
 

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT  

ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:  
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (school term only) 

 
 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2  

& Catholic Leader $2.50 are available  
at the Church Entrance. 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 

mailto:office@stmarthas.org.au
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
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What is the Kingdom of God? What is the Kingdom of Christ the King? Here is a beautiful 
explanation given by Gerald Darring (St. Louis University: Centre for Liturgy): The Kingdom 
of God is a space. It exists in every home where parents and children love each other. It 
exists in every region and country that cares for its weak and vulnerable. It exists in every 
parish that reaches out to the needy. The Kingdom of God is a time. It happens whenever 
someone feeds a hungry person, or shelters a homeless person, or shows care to a 
neglected person. It happens whenever we overturn an unjust law, or correct an injustice, 
or avert a war. It happens whenever people join in the struggle to overcome poverty, to 
erase ignorance, to pass on the Faith. The Kingdom of God is in the past (in the life and 

work of Jesus of Nazareth); it is in the present (in the work of the Church and in the efforts of many others to create a world of 
goodness and justice); it is in the future (reaching its completion in the age to come). The Kingdom of God is a condition. Its 
symptoms are love, justice, and peace. Jesus Christ is king! We pray today that God may free all the world to rejoice in his 
peace, to glory in his justice, to live in his love. 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press) 
Today’s Gospel passage is the conclusion of Jesus’ discourse with his disciples. It is about the end of time, the coming of the Son of Man, 
and the final judgment. We hear this description of the final judgment at the conclusion of our liturgical year, the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King. In the context of Matthew’s Gospel, this passage might also be read as a conclusion of Matthew’s report on Jesus’ 
life and ministry; the remaining chapters report the events of Jesus’ Passion and Resurrection. In today’s Gospel, Jesus describes to his 
disciples the scene of the judgment of the Son of Man. All the nations will be assembled before him, and he will separate them as a 

shepherd separates sheep and goats upon their return from the pasture. The judgments made by the Son of Man will be based upon the acts of mercy shown 
to the least ones—the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. Indeed, Jesus, who suffered on the Cross, identifies himself with the least 
ones. Recall that last week’s parable of the talents taught us that the gifts that we have been given are intended to be used for the service of others, especially 
the least among us. Our judgment before God will be based not only on how we have used these gifts and talents, but also on how we have extended ourselves 
in service to these least ones. Indeed, Jesus tells us that whenever we have served these least ones, we have served Christ himself. When we read today’s 
Gospel in the context of the chapters that follow in Matthew’s Gospel, we learn the extent to which Jesus identifies with the least ones. In accepting death on 
the cross, Jesus shows himself to be one of the hungry, the naked, the ill, and the imprisoned. To accept Jesus is to accept him who suffered and died on the 
Cross as one of the least ones. 

Family Connection: In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us that we will be judged on only one thing: the acts of mercy we have 
shown to the least among us. Jesus identifies with the least ones; thus we serve Jesus whenever we serve one of the least ones. The 
Church calls the actions that Jesus described in today’s Gospel the Corporal Works of Mercy. These works are to feed the hungry, to 
clothe the naked, to bury the dead, to shelter the homeless, to visit the sick and imprisoned, and to give alms to the poor. In these 
actions we show God’s compassion and mercy to those in need. As you gather as a family, recall the list of the Corporal Works of 
Mercy. Talk about some concrete examples of how your family might do these actions in your community and then discuss why it is 

important that we do these things. Read Matthew 25:31-46. Ask: Why does Jesus say we ought to do these works of mercy? (Because whenever we show 
mercy to another person, we show mercy to Jesus himself.) Choose one Corporal Work of Mercy that your family will act upon this week. Pray together that 
your family will see and serve Jesus in the least ones among us. Pray the Lord’s Prayer or an Act of Love.  
Act of Love - O my God, I love you above all things with my whole heart and soul, because you are all good and worthy of all my love. I love my neighbor as 
myself for the love of you. I forgive all who have injured me and I ask pardon of those whom I have injured. Amen. 
 

 

 

RECENT PARISH APPEALS 

We wish to express our gratitude for your generous contributions towards all the Church Appeals this year including Project Compassion, Priests’ Retirement, Catholic Mission and 3 
Charitable Works Fund Appeals. Through your donations these Charities will be able to 

continue their good work and accomplish their goals to assist those in need. 
 

 

The Parish wishes to sincerely thank the Catechists of St Martha’s for their generous 
commitment to teaching Special Religious Education to the children in the State schools 
during 2023. A very special thank you to Lorraine Kazzi for her coordination and assistance.  

 

Mass for Expectant Mothers and those Hoping to Conceive - All expectant mothers and those 
hoping to conceive are warmly invited to come to 10:30 Mass at St. Mary's Cathedral on 
Sunday, 10 December, with an opportunity to receive a special blessing from Bishop Richard 
Umbers with relics of St. Gerard Majella and St. Gianna Molla. Register before 1 December for 
catering purposes at https://www.trybooking.com/CLMSM 

 

St Vincent de Paul 2024 Columban Calendars & 

Christmas Card packs are now available for $10 each.  
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal – 2nd & 3rd December 
This Christmas, your generous financial donation will help Vinnies provide much needed help and 

financial assistance to those without. More than anything we can give hope to many in our 

community in their time of need. envelopes will be available on the pews. Donations can be placed 

in any of the collection plates. Thank you in anticipation.  Anthony Thurn, President Strathfield 

Conference. 
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2nd & 3rd December 
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Vince Blefari Gina Surjadinata Rachel Suriano Mary L’Estrange 

Beatrice Bonett Andri Surjadinata Maria Soares Andrew Bova 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Donald Bonett Maria Yu Helen Williamson Owen Loney 

Helen Blefari Leontia Jo Merlyn D’Souza Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Grace T. Mary Louises I. Jay L. Oliver B. 

Peter T. Ryan W. James L. Marina B. 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Beatrice L. Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Wardens Joy Li Peter Yamin Trudie Rogers Phil Robinson 
 

Mass offerings 
Recently Deceased: Charlie Stevens, Josefina Sereno, Paul Maria To Ba Tuan, Maria Pagano, George Lee, Margot Starkey, Lillie 

James, Theresa Elsebelay, Michel Baini, Cecelia Donohue, Kay Doran, Sinead Dillon, John Quinlan. 
 

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco Campanale, Francis Doumit, Frederick 
McDowell, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Elizabeth Keating, John McManus, Aldo 
Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William & Dorothy Starr, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & 
Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, Jim Reynolds, Ken 
Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Betty Warbrick, Gerald Wilson, Dr Stephanie 
Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Elie Sahyoun, Alan & Peg Bailey, Matteo & Caterina 
Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato. 
 

Anniversaries: Ilham (Helen) Matta, Jack Dawson, James Brady, Noel Jebanasam, Giuseppina Iannella, Marie Verschuer, 
Dominic Van So Duong, Francis Ta, Michael & Nolliag Donegan, Thomas Kenny, John Harrington, Mary 
Dinhvu & John Hao Vu, Elias Georges, Roger O’Reilly, Frank & Marie Monaghan. 
 

Sick Intentions: Damian Gleeson, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Baby Oscar McNamara, Tor King Yuen, Sylvia Watson, 
Sheree Mouawad, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, Stephanie 
Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Ajith Antony, Pat Fraser, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe 
Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Kevin O’Connor.  
 

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Vigo Family, Antonia, Giuseppe, Raffaele, 
Teresa, Matteo, Filomena & Maria Pagano, Caterina & Francesco Agostino, Sofie & Jerome Druart. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“When the power of love overcomes the love of power the world will know peace.” —Jimi Hendrix 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ref lections on the Synod on Synodality, October 2023   
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP 

Copies available in the Church Foyer. 

Remembering someone with a Mass Intention honours them in a unique way – surrounding them with the warmth of God’s 
love. A Mass may be offered for the living or deceased, for a Birthday, Anniversary, for somebody who is ill, or for a 

special intention. Mass Intention envelopes are available at the Church Entrances. If you would like a Mass offered on a 

particular date, please contact the parish office to arrange this. 
 

You can donate by scanning this 

QR code or a via the Cash 

Donation box in the Church foyer 
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Reflection by Fr. Antony Kadavil 
We need to assess our commitment to Christ the King today.  As we celebrate the Kingship of 

Christ today, let us remember the truth that he is not our King if we do not listen to him, love 

him, serve him, and follow him. We belong to his Kingdom only when we try to walk with him, 

when we try to live our lives fully in the spirit of the Gospel and when that Gospel spirit 

penetrates every facet of our living. If Christ is really King of my life, he must be King of every 

part of my life, and I must let him reign in all parts of my life. We become Christ the King’s 
subjects when we sincerely respond to his loving invitation: "Take my yoke upon you and learn 

from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart" (Matthew 11:29). By cultivating in our lives the 

gentle and humble mind of Christ, we show others that Jesus Christ is in indeed our King and 

that he is in charge of our lives. We need to give Jesus control over our lives.  Today’s Feast of 
Christ the King reminds us of the great truth that Christ must be in charge of our lives, that we 

must give him sovereign power over our bodies, our thoughts, our heart and our will. In every moral decision we face, there’s a choice between Christ the King and Barabbas, and the one 
who seeks to live in Christ's Kingdom is the one who says, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” Let us ask ourselves the question, "What does Jesus, my King, want 

me to do or say in this situation?"  Are we praying each day that our King will give us the right words to say to the people we meet 

that day, words that will make us true ambassadors of Jesus? Does our home life as well as the way we conduct ourselves with our 

friends come under the Kingship of Jesus?  Or do we try to please ourselves rather than him? We need to follow Christ the King’s 
lesson of humble service to the truth. Christ has come to serve and to be of service to others.  Hence, we are called to his service - service to the truth.  In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus saying that the reason for his coming – the reason that he was born – was to “bear witness” to the truth.  The truth to which Jesus bears witness by His Life and which he teaches us is that God, his Father, is also 

our loving and forgiving Father, so we are all His children, forming one body. Hence, whatever we do for His children, and our sisters 

and brothers, we do for Him.  So we are called to be a people who reach out to embrace the enemy and the stranger, a people who 

are called to glory in diversity, a people who will endlessly forgive, a people who will reach out in compassion to the poor and to the 

marginalized sectors of our society, a people who will support one another in prayer, a people who will realize that we are called not 

to be served, but to serve.  In other words, servant-leadership is the model that Christ the King has given us. “For the Christian, ‘to reign is to serve him,’ particularly when serving ‘the poor and the suffering, in whom the Church recognizes the image of her  poor and suffering founder’” (CCC #786). We need to obey the law of love of Christ the King.  Citizens of Christ’s kingdom are expected to 
observe only one major law--the law of love.  "Love God with your whole heart and love your neighbour as yourself.”  "If you love Me, 
you will keep My commandments."  Jesus expects a higher degree of love from His followers: “Love one another as I have loved you.”  
On this great Feast of Christ, the King, let us resolve to give him the central place in our lives and promise to obey his commandment 

of love by sharing what we have with all his needy children.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Every human being, be they Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim, of whatever 

people or religion, every human being 
is sacred and precious in the eyes of 

God and has the right to live in 
peace. Let us not lose hope.” 

Pope Francis 
 

These prayer cards are free and are available in the Church Foyer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


