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A message from Fr John 

Dear Parishioners, Families and Friends, 

On this beautiful Christmas day, surrounded by our loved ones, let us remember the true 

meaning of Christmas. God gave His greatest gift to us on that first Christmas Day and may 

the wonder of it always guide and light your way. 'Tis the season for giving, charity, 

respect for all God's creation, and bringing peace to our Earth. May the Christmas season 

fill your home with joy, your heart with love, and your life with laughter. And may God 

bless you today and every day. 

Thank you for all your support throughout this past year; and we especially thanks all the 

volunteers in our parish community, we are very grateful for your invaluable service, 

time and commitment, and St Martha’s would not be able to function without your 
assistance. To our Acolytes, Altar Servers, Catechists, Children’s Liturgy, Choir, Cleaners, 

Counters, Musicians, Readers, Sacristans, Safeguarding Officers, Special Ministers, Staff, 

Teachers & Wardens. May God shower you with abundant blessings this Christmas.  

We wish you all the Peace, Love, Hope and Joy that only the Infant Jesus can give you on 

this blessed feast of Christmas. May His light shine brightly during this Christmas season 

and always, as we reflect on the true message of Christmas. 

We hope that you have a Happy, Blessed & Safe Christmas season with loved ones and 

friends. God Bless, Fr John Hayes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY IS BORN OUR SAVIOUR, CHRIST THE LORD! 
Christmas Offering Envelopes are available at the Church Entrances. 

 
 

Thank you to everyone that helped & contributed to our Christmas celebrations.  

Thank you for all the lovely cards & gifts ... Fr John & Fr Liem 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Monday - Thursday) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Fridays) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 
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Christmas Offering Envelopes are now Available at the Church Entrances 
 

BOXING DAY MASS ON TUESDAY 26TH DECEMBER WILL BE CELEBRATED AT 9.10AM. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE NO 7.30AM MASS. 
 

May the wonder of that first Christmas, the joy of God's abundant blessings, and the peace of Jesus's presence 
be with you always. May the true spirit of Christmas shine in your heart and light your path and may God's 

blessings be yours. Wishing you and your loved ones a happy, safe & blessed Christmas. 
 

We share the joy of the angels and the shepherds as we celebrate the birth of 

Jesus, the Saviour of the world. He is one with us, in times of darkness and 

hardship, in joy and celebration. We acknowledge those members of our Parish 

Community that have lost loved ones during 2023. May the Birth of Jesus give 

you comfort and strength during this Christmas Period.  

 
Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press). There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of Christmas and each is given its 

own set of readings to help us contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel 

of Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas morning continues the 

story of the birth of Jesus as found in Luke’s Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant Jesus. In each of these Gospel readings, we hear 

portions of the infancy narratives with which we are familiar. The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken from the beginning of 

John’s Gospel, but this part of John’s Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead, John’s 
Gospel starts at the very beginning and presents the Creation story as the framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening words echo 

the first verse in the Book of Genesis. This framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s perspective. Each of the Gospels makes clear that 
Jesus’ birth was the result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the moment of 

Creation. As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes highly philosophical and theological language. One example that 
particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated references to “the Word” in the opening verse. This expression (logos in the Greek) 

borrows from a concept found in both Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe God’s action in the Creation story, for example, 

and in the Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos were understood as an intermediary between God and humanity. John and others in the 

early Church adopted this language to describe God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to express the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the 

Word came to be equated with the Second Person of the Trinity. In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main themes that will be 

developed in his Gospel. These are often presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life and death, and belief and unbelief. We 

also hear in this prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Jesus, the light. 
Others in this Gospel will also offer testimony about Jesus. The reader is invited to accept this testimony, which bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son 

of God. But even more directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as God’s Incarnate Word. Thinking about Jesus’ birth in these 
theological and cosmological terms is particularly appropriate as we celebrate the Feast of Christmas in the darkness of winter. At this time, nature 

itself seems to remind us of the darkness of sin. Into this darkness, in the midst of our sinfulness, God comes to dwell among us. John’s Gospel 
reminds us that through the Incarnation, God saves us from the darkness of sin and makes us his children. 

Reflection for Christmas Day 
The Birth of Jesus Christ, our Saviour – Christ the Light and the Light of Christ by Michael Moore OMI 

The shopping is done, all the presents are bought and wrapped, the house is clean and the tree with all its decoration is shining brightly. So what has 

all this hectic busyness been about? When we have a birthday in our own family, what do we do? We gather around the person whose birthday it is 

and as a family, then we do two things. We remember and we celebrate. We remember the time and date the person was born. We look back and 

remember the day they came in to our family. We might look at photographs of them and recall how they looked when they were young. We tell 

stories about them when they were young; we remember their first words, the first days at a school and other significant events in their early life. 

Then we celebrate with them. We give thanks and celebrate the difference they have made and continue to make to our family. This is exactly what 

we on Christmas Day; we remember and we celebrate. We recall and tell the story of how and when Jesus was born. We tell the story of Mary and 

Joseph being turned away from the inn, we remember that the angels appeared with good news and we remember how shepherds and the kings 

visited the stable. Then we celebrate the difference Jesus has made not only to the world, but to our personal lives. We have to be careful that we 

don’t look at Christmas as if it were just a historical event that happened in the past. The birth of Jesus is an event that echoes and ripples through the 

centuries right down to us today. We are asked not to experience Christmas and the birthday of Christ as a nice romantic thing as is often depicted on 

Christmas cards. Through the birth of Christ, God enters our time and history, and more importantly each of our own personal lives. Christ is 

Emmanuel, God-is-with-us, and God is with each of us today in a very personal and intimate way. As pope, John Paul II, wrote, ‘the mystery of the birth 
of Jesus that took place over 2000 years ago must be lived today and every day. The Word that found a dwelling place in and through Mary comes to 

knock on our hearts this Christmas and every Christmas, today and every day. This Christmas, while all the celebrations and festivities are taking place, 

let’s stop, take some time and ask ourselves, what am I remembering? What am I celebrating? May the Light of Christ and Christ the Light bless our 

world and fill all our homes and families, this Christmas Day and always. Amen. 

Christmas Prayers 
Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and laughter, we praise you for the great wonders you have 

sent us: for shining star and angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly manger. We praise you for the Word made 

flesh in a little Child. We behold his glory, and are bathed in its radiance. Amen. 
 

Lord of All, we give you thanks for your abundance, and for all the great things you have given us, especially 

the birth of Your Son on this day. We ask your blessing upon this food, and upon our friends and family. We 

also pray that in your great mercy, you would look kindly upon all those in need this day. Amen.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


