
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

‘This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority’ … Mark 1 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY 

CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO 

RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE 

CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE 

SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 
 

 

 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

Please  
continue  

to support the 
St Vincent De Paul Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes. 

 
MASS TIMES 

 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass  

 
 

RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

SYDNEY MALAYALEE ROMAN CATHOLIC 

COMMUNITY 

Rosary, Mass & Adoration from 6.30pm to 8.00pm on  

the 2nd Saturday of each month. 
 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

(One months’ notice is required). 
Baptism Preparation by appointment only. 

Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 
 

PRAYER GROUP / ADORATION AT  

ST MARTHA’S CHURCH:  
Resumes February 2024 

 
 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly $2  

& Catholic Leader $2.50 are available  
at the Church Entrance. 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 
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Loving God, we give thanks for this ancient and beautiful land, for its contrasts of landscape and climate, 

for its abundance of wealth and opportunity for our history with all its struggles in adversity, its courage and 

hope. A land of despair and hope, A land of abundant harvests, A land of fire, drought and flood. Give us in 

our diversity, tolerance and respect for each other and a passionate commitment to justice for all. We pray 

that your Spirit may continue to move in this land and bring forgiveness, reconciliation, and an end to all 

injustice; Bless us so that we might be a blessing to others. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press) Today’s Gospel continues our reading from Mark and 
describes what some believe was likely to have been a typical day in Jesus’ ministry. Jesus and the disciples that chose to follow him in last week’s Gospel 
arrive at Capernaum, a small village on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus teaches in the synagogue on the Sabbath. Mark reports that the people respond to Jesus’ 
teaching with astonishment, noting Jesus’ authority and contrasting it with the scribes’. Early in Mark’s Gospel we already find evidence of the tension that will 

manifest itself fully in Jerusalem. After Jesus’ preaching, an even more astonishing thing happens. A man possessed with an unclean spirit calls out to Jesus. As we see in 
this example and throughout Mark’s Gospel, the spirits and demons seem to know Jesus and are often fearful of him. In fact, they seem to understand Jesus’ identity better 
than his disciples. As we will read again and again in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus orders the spirit to be quiet and drives the unclean spirit out of the man. Jesus’ ability to heal 
those possessed by demons is an indication of his power over evil. In the prescientific age of Jesus’ time, all illnesses were understood to be manifestations of evil and 
sinfulness. Our modern understanding of illness is very different. Possession by unclean spirits may have been a way to describe what we might call mental illness today. It 
may have even been a way of describing certain kinds of physical conditions. There is evidence that there were many kinds of exorcists and healers in first-century Palestine. 

Jesus appears to be like these healers, but he heals with unique authority and connects his healing activities with the words of his preaching. We are 
missing the point that Mark is trying to make in this Gospel, however, if we try to explain away the healing work of Jesus. The crowds see in Jesus’ cure 
of the possessed man further affirmation of his authority. Jesus’ power to heal gives greater credence to his teaching. Jesus impresses the crowds through 
his words, which are manifested with power in his deeds. Mark’s Gospel tells us that because of the authority with which he healed, Jesus’ fame spread 
throughout all of Galilee.  

Family Connection: The people who heard Jesus teach and saw him heal in today’s Gospel were said to have been astonished and amazed by the authority of his 
teaching. So compelling were Jesus’ words and actions that the news about him could not be contained; it spread quickly throughout all of Galilee. Two thousand years later, 
the news about Jesus continues to spread. We are called to participate in sharing the Good News of Jesus with others in our words and in our deeds. Gather as a family and 
try to name some amazing things, events, or people. In today’s Gospel we hear that the people were astonished and amazed by their experience of Jesus. Read today’s 
Gospel, Mark 1:21–28. What did the people who saw and heard Jesus find so amazing? (In Jesus, the people heard and saw the power and authority of God at work.) People 
should see in our lives the power and authority of God at work. Can you name any modern examples of people in whom you have seen the power and authority of God at 
work? Conclude in prayer together that we will experience wonder at the work of God in our world today. Pray together the Prayer to the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next weekend at the 10am Mass, the parish Catechists will receive 
a special blessing before they start teaching scripture for the new 
school year. We are in need of additional Catechists to teach 
scripture in our local public schools. Please contact Lorraine 
Kazzi if you are interested on 0400 505 205. 

 

 

 

3rd & 4th February 
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Grace Herro Gian Surjadinata Relyn Aguinaldo Elias Family 

Rick Herro Artha Surjadinata Stella Male Brown Elias Family 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Lisa Dennis Greg Glass Emmanuel Nathan Elias Family 

Marianna Soo Maria Yu Michael Quinlan Elias Family 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Aiden L. Liam D. Emilio A. Elias Family 

Beatrix A. Shannon D. Aidan M. Elias Family 

Collin A. Volunteer Needed Makini B. Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Johari B. Volunteer Needed  

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Wardens Phil / Linda Georgette Sahyoun Trudie Rogers Vince Blefari 
 

Mass offerings 

Recently Deceased: John Quan, Anne Russo, Lidia Di Vito, Arleme De Leon, George Bugeja, Brian Measey. 

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco Campanale, Francis Doumit, Frederick 
McDowell, Dorothy Harris, Daniel Lucich, James Brady, Ken Fraser, Elizabeth Keating, John McManus, Aldo 
Amarino, Salvatore Puglisi, William & Dorothy Starr, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & 
Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice Herro, Roger O’Reilly, Patrick & Janet Reynolds, 
Jim Reynolds, Ken Rich, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Betty Warbrick, Gerald Wilson, 
Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Mary Trefle’, Anne Trefle’, Elie Sahyoun, Alan & Peg Bailey, Matteo & 
Caterina Genova, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Margaret Raeburn, 
Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Rex Fernandes, Cecilia Bailey, Louis & Laura D’Souza. 

Anniversaries: Frances Bot, Efisio Piras, Dorothy Harris, Eliana Barnes, Antonio Iannella, John McManus, William (Bill) Starr.  

Sick Intentions: Damian Gleeson, Dareth Flavell, Rudy Raeburn, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia 
Watson, Sheree Mouawad, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, Stephanie 
Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Ajith Antony, Pat Fraser, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe 
Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Kevin O’Connor.  

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Antonia, Giuseppe, Raffaele, Teresa, 
Matteo, Filomena & Maria Pagano, Caterina & Francesco Agostino, Sofie & Jerome Druart. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjh-4vRqa7aAhVHgbwKHRYSAQsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://moziru.com/explore/Funeral clipart praying hand/&psig=AOvVaw1sgWCYJEEewpAqvuFbdIyV&ust=1523401602030459


 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 


