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‘The Lord Jesus was taken into Heaven and is seated at the right hand of God ‘… Mark 16 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC 

PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 

PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN 

THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you <TAG= St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an <unofficial= St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This <unofficial= page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

 

Please  
continue  

to support the 
St Vincent De Paul Society  

through the Church  
Poor Boxes. 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 

MASS TIMES 
 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 

 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am. 

 

 

 

ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and 

Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road, 

Strathfield. Everyone is welcome. 
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism 

Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP: 
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (during the school term only) 

 

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am mass. 

We welcome and encourage you to come along. 
 

PLAYGROUP: 
St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for 

children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities 

and get to know each other. Next date TBA.  

Contact: elena.razzoli@syd.catholic.edu.au  
 
 

 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2. 
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To all the mums, grandmothers & mother like figures in our lives who continue to give 

love and life to their families and our parish community! May the Lord bless you in a 

very special way today and may we always be thankful for the gift of mother’s. 
 
 

Reflections on Mothers by Pope Francis (January 2019) 
Pope Francis has offered some beautiful reflections on mothers and we share his words from 1 January 2019 with you here:  

 

The Church too needs to renew her amazement at being the dwelling place of the living God, the Bride of the Lord, a Mother who gives birth to her 

children. Otherwise, she risks turning into a beautiful museum of the past. A <Church museum=. Our Lady instead gives the Church the feel of a home, a 

home in which the God of newness dwells. Let us receive with amazement the mystery of the Mother of God, as the inhabitants of Ephesus did at the time 

of the Council. Like them, let us acclaim her <Holy Mother of God=. From her, let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon, to be embraced, to be taken by the 

hand. Let us allow ourselves to be gazed upon. Especially in times of need, when we are entangled in life’s knots, we rightly  lift our eyes to Our Lady, to 

Our Mother. Yet first, we should let ourselves be gazed upon by Our Lady. When she gazes upon us, she does not see sinners but children. It is said that 

the eyes are the mirror of the soul; the eyes of Mary, full of grace, reflect the beauty of God, they show us a reflection of heaven. Jesus himself said that 

the eye is <the lamp of the body= (Mt 6:22): the eyes of Our Lady are able to bring light to every dark corner; everywhere they rekindle hope. As she gazes 
upon us, she says: <Take heart, dear children; here I am, your Mother!= This maternal gaze, which instils confidence and trust, helps us to grow in faith. 

Faith is a bond with God that engages the whole person; to be preserved, it needs the Mother of God. Her maternal gaze helps us see ourselves as beloved 

children in God’s faithful people, and to love one another regardless of our individual limitations and approaches. Our Lady keeps us rooted in the Church, 

where unity counts more than diversity; she encourages us to care for one another. Mary’s gaze reminds us that faith demands a tenderness that can save 

us from becoming lukewarm. Tenderness: the Church of tenderness. Tenderness is a word that today many want to remove from the dictionary. When 

faith makes a place for the Mother of God, we never lose sight of the centre: the Lord, for Mary never points to herself but to Jesus; and our brothers and 

sisters, for Mary is mother. The gaze of the Mother, and the gaze of every mother. A world that looks to the future without a mother’s gaze is short-
sighted. It may well increase its profits, but it will no longer see others as children. It will make money, but not for everyone. We will all dwell in the same 

house, but not as brothers and sisters. The human family is built upon mothers. A world in which maternal tenderness is dismissed as mere sentiment may 

be rich materially, but poor where the future is concerned. Mother of God, teach us to see life as you do. Turn your gaze upon us, upon our misery, our 

poverty. Turn to us thine eyes of mercy. Let us allow ourselves to be embraced. From Mary’s gaze, we now turn to her heart, in which, as today’s Gospel 
recounts, she <treasured all these things and pondered them= (Lk 2:19). Our Lady, in other words, took everything to heart; she embraced everything, 

events both good and bad. And she pondered all these things; she brought them before God. This was her secret. In the same way, she now takes to heart 

the life of each of us: she wants to embrace our every situation and to present it to God. In today’s fragmented world, where we risk losing our bearings, 

a Mother’s embrace is essential. How much dispersion and solitude there is all around us! The world is completely connected, yet seems increasingly 

disjointed. We need to entrust ourselves to our Mother. In the Scriptures, Our Lady embraces any number of concrete situations; she is present wherever 

she is needed. She visits her cousin Elizabeth; she comes to the aid of the newlyweds in Cana; she encourages the disciples in the Upper Room& Mary is a 
cure for solitude and dispersion. She is the Mother of con-solation: she stands <with= those who are <alone=. She knows that words are not enough to 
console; presence is needed, and she is present as a mother. Let us allow her to embrace our lives. In the Salve Regina, we call her <our life=. This may 
seem exaggerated, for Christ himself is <life= (cf. Jn 14:6), yet Mary is so closely united to him, and so close to us, that we can do no better than to put our 

hands in hers and to acknowledge her as <our life, our sweetness and our hope.= And in the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand. 

Mothers take their children by the hand and lovingly introduce them to life. But how many children today wander off on their own and lose their way. 

Thinking they are strong, they get lost; thinking they are free, they become slaves. How many, forgetting a mother’s affection, live in anger with themselves 
and indifference to everything! How many, sad to say, react to everything and everyone with bitterness and malice! Life is such. Showing oneself 

<malicious= even seems at times to be a sign of strength. Yet it is nothing more than weakness. We need to learn from mothers that heroism is shown in 

self-giving, strength in compassion, wisdom in meekness. God himself needed a Mother: how much more so do we! Jesus himself gave her to us, from the 

cross: <Behold your mother!= (Jn 19:27). He said this to the beloved disciple and to every disciple. Our Lady is not an optional accessory: she has to be 

welcomed into our life. She is the Queen of peace, who triumphs over evil and leads us along paths of goodness, who restores unity to her children, who 

teaches us compassion. Mary, take us by the hand. Clinging to you, we will pass safely through the straits of history. Lead us by the hand to rediscover the 

bonds that unite us. Gather us beneath your mantle, in the tenderness of true love, where the human family is reborn: <We fly to thy protection, O Holy 
Mother of God=. Let us together pray these words to Our Lady: <We fly to thy protection, O Holy Mother of God=. 
 

Prayer 

Loving Father,  

We pray for those for whom Mother9s Day is a time of heartache rather than celebration. 
Heavenly Father, bless them with your love 

We pray for those who have never known their mother or whose mothers have died. 

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love 

We pray for those who long to be mothers but as yet have not had their own children. 

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love 

We pray for those who struggle with the way their children have chosen to live their lives. 

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love 

We pray for those who have a difficult relationship with their mother. 

Heavenly Father, bless them with your love 

May they have the comfort of knowing that your love for them is constant, your understanding is 

perfect, your compassion is never-ending.  

Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 



We are dedicating the month of May to Mental Health. 
 

During May, we are raising community awareness of the impact of mental health  

and raising much needed funds for support services.  

To find out more about support services visit  

https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/resources-support/fact-sheets/ 
 

Available 24 hours, 7 days a week. 
 Lifeline Australia | 13 11 14 

 Kids Helpline | 1800 55 1800 

 MensLine Australia | 1300 78 99 78 

 Suicide Call Back Service | 1300 659 467 

 Beyond Blue | 1300 22 4636 

 Open Arms – Veterans & Families Counselling | 1800 011 046 

 Qlife – anonymous and free LGBTI peer support | 1800 184 527 – (3PM-Midnight every day) 

 Brother to brother 24-hour crisis line | 1800 435 799 

THE DONATION BOX IS LOCATED IN THE CHURCH FOYER 
 

 

A prayer full of blessings as we contemplate the mysteries of our salvation.  Let us make use of this beautiful prayer as we 
continue to grow together in faith and love. We can receive many benefits from praying the Rosary. We can have peace of 

mind, an increase in love for Jesus, unity with our Church, follow Mary's request, understand better the will of God in our lives, 
and a greater focus on God instead of ourselves. Before you pray the Rosary, take a moment to quiet yourself. Pray before you 
begin, asking God to be with you and lead you. As you pray, reflect on the mysteries with your intention in mind. Write down 

any messages, insights, or thoughts that came to you as you prayed that you want to remember.  
 

We extend our sincerest thanks to the Quan Family, formerly from the Solomon Islands and Founders of the Rosary 

Mission Group, for generously donating a variety of colourful hand-made and beautifully beaded Rosaries to St 

Martha’s. The Rosary can be a source of hope and comfort, especially during challenging times. Praying the Holy Rosary 

is a great opportunity for each of us to strengthen our relationship with Our Lady. The Blessed Rosaries are now 

available in the Church foyer. An offering into the Donation Box would be appreciated. 

 

Rosary in the homes – During the month of May as we turn to Mother Mary for special graces, Rosary in the 

homes with the Statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be available. If you would to participate please call Antoinette 

Karam who is organising the meetings on 0421 057 896. 
 

Eight Days of Prayer Booklets are available in the Church Foyer. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in Australia will be observed in the week between Ascension and Pentecost from the 

12th 19th May. The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2024  

was chosen by a working group from Burkina Faso. 

<You shall love the Lord your God ...and your neighbour as yourself&= (Luke 10:27) 

The Way of Ecumenism - Jesus prayed that his followers would all be one (cf. Jn 17:21), and so Christians cannot lose hope or stop praying and working for unity. They are united by their love of God in Christ and by the experience of knowing God9s 
love for them. They recognise this faith experience in one another when they pray, worship and serve God together. However, 

in inter-church relations, including in Burkina Faso, this remains a challenge. Lack of mutual knowledge between churches 

and suspicion of one another can weaken commitment to the way of ecumenism. Some can be anxious that ecumenism may lead to a loss of denominational identity and precent church 8growth9. Such rivalry between churches is counter to the prayer 

of Jesus. Like the priest and the Levite in the gospel passage, Christians often miss the opportunity to connect with brothers 

and sisters because of fear. During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we ask the Lord to come to our assistance, to tend our wounds and so enable us 

to walk the way of ecumenism with confidence and hope. Christian Unity in the Service of Wider Peace and Reconciliation - LOVE needs to be placed at 

the centre of the quest for peace and reconciliation. This search has often been undermined by the loss of values and of a shared sense of humanity and by 

a diminished concern for the common good, probity, integrity and patriotism. The search for reconciliation has also been weakened by spiritual 

impoverishment and by the pursuit of easy gains. Faced with these realities, the imperative to witness to the love of God is all the more pressing. 
 

We extend our very best wishes to Mr Greg Glass 
who recently celebrated his 89th Birthday. May the 

year ahead be filled with good health and abundant 
blessings. 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY’S WINTER APPEAL -  1ST & 2ND JUNE. 

Our conference members thank you sincerely for your past donations.  Times are tough for everyone, and 

there are many calls on your generosity.  Our members and those we serve are grateful for anything you can 

spare.  As always, you can give by cash or credit card by putting the appeal envelopes in either collection.  

Wardens with buckets will also be at the church doors at the end of Mass on that weekend.  You can also 

scan the QR code that will be available or give online at https://www.vinnies.org.au/.  Thank you again for 

your generosity! Anthony Thurn, St. Martha’s Conference, St Vincent de Paul Society 
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Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press) Today is our liturgical celebration of the Ascension of the Lord, when Jesus 

was taken to heaven on the fortieth day after Easter. In Cycle B, our Gospel is taken from the conclusion of the Gospel of Mark. Scholars have long noted some 
irregularities about the ending of Mark’s Gospel. There is a natural break in the story line at verse 8, when Mark’s report of the discovery of the empty tomb comes to 
an abrupt conclusion. This verse reports that the women were so frightened by what they had seen at the tomb that they told no one. This may be the original ending 
of Mark’s Gospel, but it is also possible that the more complete ending has been lost. Some manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel, written between the fourth and ninth 
centuries, include what scholars have termed the Shorter Ending. This is often printed in our Bibles for reference. This ending indicates that the women told their story 
to Peter’s companions. Scholars believe that this ending is not original to Mark. They theorize that this ending was added by copyists who sought to resolve the 

original abrupt ending at verse 8. Other early manuscripts include a Longer Ending that scholars also believe was written by someone other than the Evangelist. Nonetheless, quotations from this 
Longer Ending are found in the writings of the early Church Fathers, and it was accepted at the Council of Trent as part of the canonical Gospel of Mark. Our Gospel for today’s celebration of the 
Feast of the Ascension is taken from this Longer Ending. There are similarities in the reports of Jesus’ Ascension found in the Synoptic Gospels4Mark, Matthew, and Luke. In each case, Jesus 
assigns his disciples the task of proclaiming the gospel message to the entire world. There are also notable distinctions. In the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, the disciples are sent by Jesus to 
baptize and to preach. In Luke’s Gospel, however, the commission to baptize is absent. Instead, Jesus directs the disciples to return to Jerusalem to await the fulfillment of his promise to send 
them the Holy Spirit. Curiously, only the Gospels of Mark and Luke actually report Jesus’ ascension into heaven. Matthew’s Gospel concludes with Jesus’ promise to remain with his disciples 
forever. Only the Gospel of Mark notes that Jesus ascended to sit at the right hand of God. In noting this, Mark teaches that Jesus’ ascension affirms the glory Jesus received from God after his 
death and Resurrection. Even if this ending to Mark’s Gospel was written by someone other than the Evangelist, in the commission that Jesus gives to his disciples, there are elements that are 
quite typical of Mark’s Gospel. The signs that will accompany belief in Jesus are as vivid as the action performed by Jesus during his ministry. Those who believe in Jesus will be empowered to 
do what Jesus himself has done. During his ministry, Jesus sent his disciples to preach, to heal, and to drive out unclean spirits. Now they are sent again to do these things and more. From his 
place with God in heaven, Jesus helped his disciples, and he continues to help us as we try to live as his followers. 

Family Connection: It can be very important whom we sit next to. Any family that has tried to sit down to a family dinner or packed the car for a trip has heard children argue at least 

once about who should sit where. To sit next to someone, especially if that person is important, is to have a place of honor. Jesus has this place of honor seated at God’s right hand, but there’s 
more to this metaphor than where Jesus sits in relation to God. To be in the place of honor is also to be in a place of power. Knowing people in powerful places can be helpful. Our children remind 
us of this each time we are called upon to referee a conflict. Jesus, honored at God’s right hand, is a powerful ally for us. As you gather as a family, recall a time when there was a discussion, or 
perhaps even an argument, about where people were going to sit. Talk about why it might be important to a person to sit in a particular place. Observe that in today’s Gospel we will learn about 
Jesus’ place in heaven. Read together today’s Gospel, Mark 16:15-20. Talk about what we might learn about the relationship between God and Jesus from today’s Gospel and what we learn 
about Jesus’ relationship to us. Observe that one of the things we learn is that Jesus continues to help us from this place of honor in heaven. Pray together the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

 

Mass offerings 

Recently Deceased: Harry Doumit, Bishop Peter Ingham, Dr Frank Hume, Greg Doyle, Patricia Fraser, Gregory West. 

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Francesco & Maria 
Colagiuri, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Francis Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, 
Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Faado & Alice 
Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Roger O’Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, 
Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Mary & Anne Trefle’, Margaret Raeburn, Giuseppe & 
Romilda Reginato, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Lisa Cooke, 
Michael & Mary Cassar, Guiseppe & Romilda Reginato, Ranko Illic, Julian & Mable Doyle, James Bradbury, 
Genesia Rabacchi, Roberto & Les Young, Giuseppe Dideo, Francesco & Mary Sorbello. 

Anniversaries: Michelle Christy, Frances Gleeson, Michael Suriano Snr, Ken Fraser, Joseph Mannah, Maria Schiaro, 
Faado Herro, George & Victoria Mounayer, Fr Adrian Horgan, Henry D’Souza, Neil Quinlan, Monica 
Connolly, Benito Lavapie, Blanche Saldanha, Rex Fernandes, Grace & Jasmine Yra, Theresa 
Saverimuthu, Mary Colletta Saverimuthu. 

Sick Intentions: Ajith Antony, Karen Chung, Dareth Flavell, Rudy Raeburn, Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, 
Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, 
Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe Faraone, Joanna 
Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien. 

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Padre Nilo, Kynetha Torcato,  
Mother’s Day 
Intentions: 

Elizabeth Keating, May Chapman, Yin Ty Wong, Pat Fraser, Ilham (Helen) Matta, Lorna Waters, Maureen 
Sarks, Pauline Murphy, Frances Doumit, Deborah Dahdah, Doreen McNamara, Judith Goodacre,  
Ruth Hayes, Frances Gleeson, Dorothy Starr, Estelle Thurn, Alice Herro, Maud Soares, Blanche Saldanha, 
Violet Bouffler, Clare Musso, Anne Cecilia Glass, Agnes Glass, Sadie Elias, Sadie Lahood, Mary Roumanous 
& Naylia Stanton. 

ROSTER 18th & 19th May 
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Tandiono Family Yvonne Martins Jackie Romanous Elias Family 

Lisa Dennis Joseph Samarasinghe Khairallah Family Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Natalie Baini Daniel Martins Anne Marrins Melanie John 

Marianna Soo Greg Glass Steve Doumit Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Lincoln M. Lucas M. Jay L. John Paul B. 

Hayden M. Jacob M. Jarvis L. Timothy P. 

Volunteer Needed Archie S. Khairallah Family Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Wardens Edith Pun Mary Cooke Trudie Rogers Vince Blefari 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


