ST MARTHA'’S PARISH STRATHFIELD

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Assistant Priest: Father Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil

‘A prophetis despised only in his own country’... Mark 6

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131 Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm

N %

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT
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ESCAPE. I TELL.

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic

Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

MASS TIMES

Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm

1%t Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am.

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am
mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along.

OACU

ACU Strathfield Canifju¥"cE1ebrates" Mass every Wednesday and
Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road,
Strathfield. Everyone is welcome.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
=
i BAPTISM:
é\é 2" & 4™ Sundays of the month at 11.00am
ease introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism

Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information.

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).

ROSARY: _{_1 ~
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass [ -
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP:
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (during the school term only)

PLAYGROUP:

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for
children aged O to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities
and get to know each other. Next date TBA.

Contact: elena.razzoli @syd.catholic.edu.au

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2.

Mission:

Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

nationalsecurity. gov.au
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A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance
contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding.

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safequardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police.

Commitment Statement
The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity
ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and
spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults.
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?‘%“J' Office of the

soemeor | Children’s Guardian

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s

Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to

take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC
PARISHIONERS. IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION
PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR SEE AN ACOLYTE IN

THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.
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The month of July is dedicated to the Precious Blood of Jesus.
Litany cards are available in the Church Foyer.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday
Keep the Fire Burning
Strong in Faith

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Welcome to this special celebration of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday. On this day, we gather as one
community to honour and celebrate the rich cultural heritage and contributions of
our First Nations Peoples to our Australian Catholic Church. This liturgy resource
has been thoughtfully compiled to enrich your worship experience on this
significant day. The Gospel Reading for 7 July, from Mark 6:1-6, tells the story of
Jesus returning to His hometown, only to be met with scepticism and disbelief.
Despite His teachings and miracles, those who knew Him best failed to recognise His
divine wisdom and power. This passage resonates deeply with our own experiences
as First Australians, as we can often find that our voices go unheard and our
contributions not embraced. The recent Voice referendum highlighted the ongoing
journey toward recognition and reconciliation. While the outcome was not what
many hoped for, it has strengthened our resolve and commitment to working
together for a better Australia for everyone. Like Jesus, who persevered in His
mission despite the obstacles, we too remain committed to our Culture, our Land,
our Church, and our communities with unwa vering hope and determination. As we
gather on this sacred land, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians and honour
our Elders past and present, and our young people. Our connection to the land,
waters, and skies is deeply rooted in our identity and spirituality. We invite you to
join us in respecting and cherishing this connection, as it is vital to our shared journey of faith. As Pope Francis reminds us, we are
called to be a Church that goes forth, embracing all cultures and peoples. Let us open our hearts to the wisdom and spirituality of our
First Nations Peoples, recognizing the presence of Christ in our stories and traditions. May this celebration be a moment of grace,
healing, and transformation for all of us. May the Holy Spirit guide and bless each of us as we journey together in faith, hope, and

love.
PRAYER

MISSA TERRA SPIRITUS SANCTI
1141dS ATOH BHHO\G NV/13HL40 SSY

. Creator,
$ & You beautifully, wonderfully make us.
. - da May we go your way of love.
. =1 Christ,
a You lead us to reconciliation.
$ : May we go your way of justice.
: 4 Spirit,
$ & You move us on the journey.
% May we go your way of breath.
‘ Amen.

The annual Holy Father’s Appeal is running this weekend. This appeal,
also known as Peter’s Pence, is a gesture of solidarity with the universal
Church to support the works of the Holy Father Pope Francis.

Offcri'n . New sets of 2024/25 Planned Giving Envelopes are now available for collection in the Church Foyer.

Favelob Please note that some parishioners have been renumbered. We encourage all Parishioners to join the

Favelopes "™ : . o iy ,
_..—~—> _»  giving system by either Weekly Envelope or Monthly Credit Card as this is the main income of the parish,

c;;: e by means of which we run everyday expenses, funds projects and plan for the future. If you would like

to join forms are available in the Church Foyer which can be returned via any collection plate or directly
to the parish office. TAX RECEIPTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH FOYER.

WE URGENTLY NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS TO FILL A ROTATING ROSTER. Children’s Liturgy during the 10am
Mass (school term only). We are asking anyone that wishes to volunteer to please contact the Parish Office g
n
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and provide your Working with Children compliance documents. We also encourage any senior school students
who are enrolled in the Duke of Ed Award to utilise this opportunity to complete community time. Students
under 18 are exempt from WWC compliance.

Mass to celebrate the Feast Day of St Martha will be at 9.10am on Monday 29" July
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Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): This Gospel immediately follows upon last week’s stories of the raising of
Jairus’s daughter and the healing of the woman with a hemorrhage. It sets the context of our Gospel readings for the next two weeks in which Jesus will
extend the work of his ministry to his disciples. Today’s Gospel describes what many believe to have been the typical pattern of Jesus’ ministry: teaching
in the synagogue followed by acts of healing. In his hometown of Nazareth, the people are amazed by what they hear, but they also cannot comprehend
how someone they know so well might move them so powerfully. In this Gospel, we learn some interesting details about Jesus and his early life. Jesus’
kinfolk know him to be a carpenter, an artisan who works in wood, stone, and metal. He probably learned this trade from his father. Family members of
Jesus are also named. Mark describes Jesus as the son of Mary, which is an unusual designation. Adult males were more typically identified with the name of their fathers.
It is unclear why Mark deviates from this custom. Brothers and sisters of Jesus are also named. Scholars are divided on how to interpret this. As Catholics, we believe that
Mary was and remained always a virgin, thus we do not believe that this Gospel refers to other children of Mary. Some have suggested that these family members might be
Joseph’s children from a previous marriage, but there is little evidence to support this. Others explain this reference by noting that the words brother and sister were often
used to refer to other types of relatives, including cousins, nieces, and nephews. This Gospel tells us that Jesus is hampered from performing miracles in Nazareth because
of the people’s lack of faith. Jesus is said to be surprised by this. He did not predict or foresee this rejection. In this detail we find a description of the very human side of
Jesus. This passage unfolds a continuing theme of Mark’s Gospel: Who is Jesus? His kinfolk in Nazareth might know the carpenter, the son of Mary, but they do not know
Jesus, the Son of God. Mark is foreshadowing Jesus’ rejection by his own people, the people of Israel. He is also reflecting on and trying to explain the situation of the
community for which he wrote. While many of the first Christians were Jewish, Christianity took hold and flourished in the Gentile community. Mark’s community was mostly
a Gentile community, who may have been experiencing persecution. By showing that Jesus himself was rejected, Mark consoles and reassures his first readers. He also
prepares us to accept this possible consequence of Christian discipleship.

Family Connection (Loyola Press): Our family plays an important role in shaping us and forming our self-identity. In family life, we find a safe place to discover
who we are and who God calls us to be. But sometimes the influences from outside our family can make us unrecognizable to those who know us best. These outside
influences can lead us away from God, or they can lead us toward a deeper relationship with God. In today’s Gospel, we see that the people of Nazareth could not recognize
Jesus as the Son of God. They could know him only as the son of Mary. We hope that through our family life we will be encouraged to filter the many influences on our lives
through the lens of faith so that we will become the person that God calls us to be.As you gather as a family, talk about the people and events that are influencing members
of your family. Acknowledge that many of these people and events are positive influences, helping us be better people and leading us to a deeper relationship with God. Also
acknowledge, however, that there are negative influences in our lives that risk pulling us away from God. Observe that Jesus was a person who allowed his relationship with
God to be the most important thing in his life. This led many people to have faith in him as the Son of God. However, not everyone could recognize this about Jesus. Read
today’s Gospel, Mark 6:1-6. Ask: Who does not recognize Jesus as God’s Son in this Gospel? (some of his kinfolk in Nazareth) Observe that because of the people’s lack of
faith, Jesus could not perform many miracles in Nazareth. Conclude by praying together that our families will continue to help us follow God in our lives. Pray together the
Prayer for Vocations.

Prayer for Vocations
God, in Baptism you called me by name and made me a member of your people, the Church. Help all your people to know their vocation in life, and to respond by living a
life of holiness. For your greater glory and for the service of your people, raise up dedicated and generous leaders who will serve as sisters, priests, brothers, deacons, and
lay ministers. Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen me that | may serve your people following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name | offer this prayer.
Amen.

MASS OFFERINGS

Karen Chung, William Tse, Cynthia Spratt, Sr Audette Mansour rsm, Deidre O’Reilly, Kevin Joseph Bouffler,
Giuse Maria To Ba Trung, Patrick Nilan, Paul Burton.

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Francesco & Maria
Colagiuri, Filomena Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Francis Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy
Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances
Gleeson, Elias & Julia Georges, Joseph Tannous, Faado & Alice Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’
Puglisi, Roger O’'Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell
Stewart, Mary & Anne Trefle’, Margaret Raeburn, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Francesco and Mary
Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Dr Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Lisa Cooke, Michael &
Mary Cassar, Maria Nelly Galano.

Narcissa Saya, Antonio Truscello, Susanna Boroczky, Elie Sahyoun, Frank Hickey, Mary Baini, Lachlan
Graves, Giuseppe Cipriani, Giuseppe Andreacchio, Antonina Musico, Bruce Thurn, Harry Doumit, Dr Vivian
Colman, Bob Coote, Mary P Liu, Peter & Margaret Hetherton, Helen & Pat McGannon, Daniel Lucich, James
Webb & Wajih Saliba, Michelle Christy.

Don Bonett, Marie Winfield, Samir Hakim, Ajith Antony, Dareth Flavell, Rudy Raeburn, Robert Rumore,
Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher
Ishak Morian, Graham Byrnes, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’'Donnell, Ken South, Siena
Fabrie, Giuseppe Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien.
Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Kynetha Torcato & Mary McLoughlin.

Recently Deceased:

Repose of The Soul:

Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:
Mass Intention Envelopes are available at the Church Entrances.

THE NEW ROSTER IS NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE SIDE ENTRANCE OR WEBSITE

ROSTER 13t & 14t July
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM

Tandiono Family Yvonne Martins Jackie Romanous
Lisa Dennis

5PM
Readers Natalie Baini
Marianna Soo
5PM
Lincoln M.
Hayden M.
Volunteer Needed

5PM
Wardens Joy Li

Altar Servers

Joseph Samarasinghe

8AM
Daniel Martins

Greg Glass
8AM
Lucas M.
Jacob M.
Archie S.
8AM
Phil Robinson

Khairallah Family

10AM
Anne Marrins

Steven Doumit
10AM
Jay L.
Jarvis L.
Khairallah Family
10AM

Trudie Rogers

Elias Family

Volunteer Needed

6PM
Elias Family

Volunteer Needed
6PM
Elias Family
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
6PM

Vince Blefari
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FOLLOWING JESUS
ACCORDING TO THE LETTER OR THE SPIRIT?

By Ron Rolheiser

I work and move within church circles and find that most of the people I meet there are honest, committed, and for the most part
radiate their faith positively. Most church-goers aren’t hypocrites. What I do find disturbing within church circles though is that too
many of us can be bitter, angry, mean-spirited, and judgmental, especially in terms of the very values that we hold most dear. It was
Henri Nouwen who first highlighted this, commenting with sadness that many of the really angry, bitter, and ideologically-driven
people he knew he had met inside of church circles and places of ministry. Within church circles, it sometimes seems, everyone is
angry about something. Moreover, within church circles, it is all too easy to rationalize our anger in the name of prophecy, as a
healthy passion for truth and morals. The logic works this way: Because I am sincerely concerned about an important moral, ecclesial,
or justice issue, [ can excuse a certain amount of neurosis, anger, elitism, and negative judgment, because I can rationalize that my
cause, dogmatic or moral, is so important that it justifies my mean spirit: I need to be this angry and harsh because this is such an
important truth! And so we justify our anger b y giving it a prophetic cloak, believing that we are warriors for God, truth, and morals
when, in fact, we are mostly just struggling with our own wounds, insecurities, and fears. Hence we often look at others, even whole
churches made up of sincere persons trying to live the gospel, and instead of seeing brothers and sisters struggling, like us, to follow
Jesus, we see “people in error”, “dangerous relativists”, “new age pagans”, “religious flakes”, and in our more generous moments,
“poor misguided souls”. But never do we look at what this kind of judgment is saying about us, about our own health of soul and our
own following of Jesus. Don’t get me wrong: Truth is not relative, moral issues are important, and right truth and proper morals, like
kingdoms under perpetual siege, need to be defended. Not all moral judgments are created equal, neither are all churches. But the
truth of that doesn’t trump everything else or give us an excuse to rationalize our anger. We must defend truth, defend those who
cannot defend themselves, and be solid in the traditions of our own churches. But right truth and right morals don’t necessarily make
us disciples of Jesus. What does?

What makes us genuine disciples of Jesus is living inside his Spirit, the Holy Spirit, and this is not something abstract and vague. If
one were searching for a single formula to determine who is Christian and who isn’t, one might look at the Epistle to the Galatians,
Chapter 5. In it, St. Paul tells us that we can live according to either the spirit of the flesh or the Holy Spirit. We live according to the
spirit of the flesh when we live in anger, bitterness, judgment of our neighbour, factionalism, and non-forgiveness. When these things
characterize our lives we shouldn’t delude ourselves and think that we are living inside of the Holy Spirit. Conversely, we live inside
of the Holy Spirit when our lives are characterized by charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, longsuffering, constancy, faith,
gentleness, and chastity. If these do not characterize our lives, we should not nurse the illusion that we are inside of God’s Spirit,
irrespective of our passion for truth, dogma, or justice. This may be a cruel thing to say, and perhaps more cruel not to say, but I
sometimes see more charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, and gentleness among persons who are Unitarian, New Age, or Baha'i
(and are often judged by other churches as being wishy-washy and as not standing for anything) than [ see among those of us who
do stand-up so strongly for certain ecclesial and moral issues but are often mean-spirited and bitter inside of our convictions. Given
the choice of whom I'd like as a neighbour or, more deeply, the choice of whom I want to spend eternity with, I am sometimes pretty
conflicted about the choice: Who is my real faith companion? The angry zealot at war for Jesus or cause? Or the more gentle soul
who is branded wishy-washy or “new age”? At the end of the day, who is the real Christian?

We need, [ believe, to be more self-critical in regards to our anger, harsh judgments, mean-spirit, exclusiveness, and disdain for other
ecclesial and moral paths. As T.S. Eliot once said: The last temptation that’s the greatest treason is to do the right thing for the wrong
reason. We may have truth and right morals on our side. But our anger and harsh judgments towards those who don’t share our truth
and morals may well have us standing outside the Father’s house, like the older brother of the prodigal son, bitter both at God’s mercy
and at those who are receiving that mercy.

Please continue to support the St Vincent De Paul Society through the Church Poor Boxes.
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Call CCareline to_find out more

Is your family impacted :
by domestic violence? CcCareline 131819

Connect with counsellors and group programs to help
families affected by domestic violence.

CatholicCare.org

& connect@catholiccare.org
© 8am - 6pm Monday — Friday




