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8What God has joined together, no one must divide9 … Mark 10 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU 

WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR 

SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2. 

 
 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contactthe Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your ParishPriest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you <TAG= St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an <unofficial= St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This <unofficial= page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au  

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil 

MASS TIMES 
 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 
 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am. 

 

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am 

mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along. 
 

 

 

 

ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and 

Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road, 

Strathfield. Everyone is welcome. 
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism 

Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP: 
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (during the school term only) 

 

 

PLAYGROUP: 

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for 

children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities 

and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the 

upstairs school hall.  

Playgroup runs every Monday during the school term only. 

Contact: anne.wu@syd.catholic.edu.au  
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FR JOHN HAYES HAS TWO VERY SPECIAL DATES FAST APPROACHING. 

HIS BIRTHDAY IS ON WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER & HIS 

27TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION IS ON TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER.  
 

 

October Rosaries  
In Memory of Charlotte O’Brien. 

Blessed Rosaries are now available in the Church foyer 

during the month of October. All donations will go directly to the Kids Helpline which is the charity 

chosen by Charlotte’s parents. Your support will be appreciated. Thank you to the Quan Family, 
founders of the Rosary Mission Group for generously providing the rosary beads to St Martha’s so 
that we can support this worthy charity. 
 

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): Today we continue to read from the Gospel according to Mark. For the past three Sundays, we have 

been hearing Mark’s reports of conversations between Jesus and his disciples. Recall that in Mark’s Gospel, Jesus uses these private moments to teach 

his disciples in greater detail about the Kingdom of God. Beginning with today’s Gospel, Jesus returns to Judea, Jewish territory, and resumes his public 

ministry. The first verse of chapter 10 of Mark’s Gospel tells us that crowds gathered around Jesus, and he taught them, as was his custom. Immediately, 

the Pharisees approach Jesus to test him. The Pharisees question Jesus about the lawfulness of divorce. Under specific conditions, divorce was an 

accepted practice among the Jewish people during the time of Jesus. It was regulated by the Law of Moses, as found in Deuteronomy 24:1-5. This law 

only permits that a husband may divorce his wife if he finds her to be indecent. This is the justification that the Pharisees reference when Jesus inquires 

about the commandment of Moses. In reply, Jesus quotes from the Book of Genesis and counters that God’s original intention was that men and women 

would become one flesh in marriage. Jesus describes the teaching of Moses as a concession made to God's original intention because of human 

stubbornness. In private, Jesus’ disciples question him further about this teaching on divorce. It is to his disciples that Jesus lays out the implications of 

his teaching by explaining that remarriage after divorce is adultery. Jesus’ teaching was more restrictive than the teaching of the Pharisees, which 

permitted remarriage. Jesus further distinguished his teaching from the cultural norms of his time by applying his words equally to men and women. 

Jewish culture permitted only that a husband may divorce his wife. Wives were not permitted to divorce their husband for any reason, including adultery. 

At first glance, the final part of today’s Gospel seems unconnected to the previous teaching about divorce. When read together, however, these passages 

present a strong picture of Jesus’ emphasis on the importance of family. God intended for women and men to be joined together in marriage. Among 

the purposes of marriage is the raising of children. By welcoming children and fostering their relationship with God, parents and families bear witness 

to the Kingdom of God. At the end of today’s Gospel, the people were bringing their children to Jesus, and again Jesus’ disciples show that they just don’t 
get it. Recall that in the Gospel for each of the past two Sundays, Jesus has taught his disciples the value and importance of these <little ones= in the 

Kingdom of God. Yet in today’s Gospel, the disciples try to prevent people from bringing their children to Jesus. Jesus reprimands his disciples and 

welcomes these children. Again Jesus offers these children as an example of the kind of complete trust and dependence upon God that ought to be the 

attitude of all believers. 

Family Connection: Jesus’ teaching about divorce and remarriage can be a challenging one for many people. The Church continues to uphold the strong 

and positive teaching of Jesus that God intends for a man and woman to make a lifelong commitment to one another in the Sacrament of Marriage. 

Many of us, however, know people whose marriage has not been a lifelong commitment. The example of Jesus teaches us that we are called to act with 

compassion and love in our relationships with all, and especially when people are hurting because of difficulties in their relationships. Most importantly, 

we remember that when marriages thrive, it is a sign of God’s grace at work. As you gather as a family, talk about what it means to make a promise or a 

commitment to someone. Offer examples of promises that are fairly easy to keep. Read today’s Gospel, Mark 10:2-16. Talk about examples of promises 

and commitments that might be more difficult to honor, like the marriage commitment that Jesus is asked about in this Gospel. Talk about how we need 

God to help us honor our commitment to love and care for each other. Jesus teaches that we should be like children before God, trusting God’s promise 
to care for us and asking for his help to keep our commitments to love and care for others. Conclude by praying together that God will give his grace to 

us that we may honor our commitments to one another. Pray together Saint Ignatius of Loyola’s prayer, the Suscipe. 
Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 

my memory, my understanding, 

and my entire will, 

All I have and call my own. 

You have given all to me. 

To you, Lord, I return it. 

Everything is yours; do with it what you will. 

Give me only your love and your grace, 

that is enough for me. Amen. 
 

 

2025 Bible Diaries (limited stock only 40 copies left) - To reserve a copy please write 
your name on a completed payment envelope in the Church Foyer.  

These Bible Diaries are designed to help you to keep the Word of God close to your 
heart in your daily life. A companion on the journey to pray, to share, to grow in God’s 

love and be nourished by the Word of God make these an ideal gift.  

$20 each (rrp $21.95) Cash payments only. 
PRE ORDERS CAN NOW BE COLLECTED FROM THE SACRISTY 

 

 



Prayer for Peace by Pope Francis 
Though written for the war in Ukraine, please pray also for peace throughout the world. 

 

Forgive us for the war, Lord. 

Lord Jesus, son of God, have mercy on us sinners. 

Lord Jesus, born under bombs of Kyiv, have mercy on us.  
Lord Jesus, dead in the arms of a mother in Kharkiv, have mercy on us. 

Lord Jesus, in the 20-year-olds sent to the frontline, have mercy on us. 

Lord Jesus, who continues to see hands armed with weapons under the shadow of the cross, forgive us, Lord. 

Forgive us if, not content with the nails with which we pierced your hand, we continue to drink from the blood of the dead torn apart by weapons. 

Forgive us if these hands that you had created to protect have been turned into instruments of death. 

Forgive us, Lord, if we continue to kill our brother. Forgive us, Lord, if we continue to kill our brother, if we continue like Cain to take the stones from our field to kill 

Abel. 

Forgive us if we go out of our way to justify cruelty, if, in our pain, we legitimize the cruelty of our actions. Forgive us the war, Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, son of God, we implore you to stop the hand of Cain, enlighten our conscience, let not our will be done, do not abandon us to our own doing. Stop 

us, Lord, stop us, and when you have stopped the hand of Cain, take care of him also. He is our brother. 

O Lord, stop the violence. Stop us, Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us keep the HSC students and their families in our prayers during this time of 

preparation for the final exams. 
 

Prayer for HSC Students 
 

Dear Lord, we ask for your blessing on our students that are preparing 

to undertake HSC Examinations over the coming weeks. 

Grant them the confidence they deserve from their years of diligent study. 

Grant them the ability to comprehend questions  

and effectively plan and articulate their responses. 

May they be enriched by the gifts of the Holy Spirit 

Wisdom, Understanding, Fortitude and Knowledge. 

May their faith and piety give them the strength to face these examinations 

and the satisfaction of achieving their personal best. 

We ask these things though Christ Our Lord, Amen. 
 

Sydney to Host the 2028 International Eucharistic Congress 
We are delighted to share that the Holy Father designated Sydney as the host diocese for the 

next International Eucharistic Congress (IEC) in 2028, which will mark 100 years since the last 

IEC held in Sydney and 20 years since World Youth Day 2008. Held every four years, the 

International Eucharistic Congress is expected to draw tens of thousands of faithful Catholics 

from across the globe to Sydney. Catholic Archbishop of Sydney Most Rev. Anthony Fisher OP 

said that this will be the largest gathering held on Australian shores since World Youth Day 2008. 

“The International Eucharistic Congress is a joyous occasion that will deepen our understanding 
of the truth of the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. “As the source and summit of 

the Christian life, the Eucharist has the power to convert hearts and stir fervor. The God who dwells among us, Emmanuel, gifts us 

with his permanent presence through the Eucharist and calls us to follow him so that we might be the salt of the earth and the light 

of the world (Mt 5:13). Join us in praying that the congress and the coming years of preparation will be a great time of Eucharistic 

renewal for Sydney, Australia and the wider Church, as we prepare to gather as pilgrims in Sydney.  

Copies of the Archbishops Pastoral Letter are available to take home in the Church Foyer. 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Recently Deceased: Anthony Arditto, Wilfred D’Souza, Charlotte O’Brien, Monsignor John Usher, Helen Jewell, Melville Mendes, 
Slaiman Herro, Ken Wai Ken Lee, Sr Patricia Woodbury, Sr Frances Caine, Adriena Lugo. 

Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Baird, Kevin Bouffler, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco & Sarina 
Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, Filomena Pagano, Matteo & Caterina 
Genova, Francis Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia 
Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Elias & Julia Georges, Joseph Tannous, Faado 
& Alice Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Roger O’Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie 
Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Mary & Anne Trefle’, Margaret Raeburn, 
Francesco & Mary Sorbello, James Webb & Wajih Saliba, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Dr 
Stephanie Winfield, Philip Winfield, Lisa Cooke, Greg Doyle, Jim Bradbury, Julian & Mabel Doyle, Michael & 
Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Antonio Sahyoun, Larry & Fernando Laurento.  

Anniversaries: Charlotte Bonaser, Charlotte Alam, Alfred AlamCampbell Farrell, Antoinette Khattar, Thomas Raju, Gerald 
Wilson, Julian & Mabel Doyle, Greg Doyle, Jim Bradbury, Mary & Damian Nadarajah, Emil & Foula 
Moubarak, Phillip & Hind Azar, Monica Ryan. 

Sick Intentions: Giuseppe Mazzaferro, John Weitering, Willie Quan, Sr Mary Campion, John Hay, Margaret Harrington, Ajith 
Antony, Dareth Flavell, Rudy Raeburn, Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, 
Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, 
Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Siena Fabrie, Giuseppe Faraone, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, 
Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien.  

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.  
 

e  
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ROSTER 12th & 13th October 
Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Peter McCluskey Gina Surjadinata Elias Family Ravi Family 

Marian McCluskey Andri Surjadinata Rita Piras Ravi Family 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Lisa Dennis Maria Yu Elias Family Andrew Chasle 

Patricia Saad Robert Smith Maria Soares Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Celeste S. Mary Louise I. Elias Family Volunteer Needed 

Thomas S. Ryan W. Elias Family Volunteer Needed 

Jeff C. Dylan W. Aidan M. Volunteer Needed 

Matthew Z. Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

  Wardens Edith Pun Peter Yamin Trudie Rogers Anthony Thurn 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


