ST MARTHA'’S PARISH STRATHFIELD

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes

.’.'ﬂ Assistant Priest: Father Liem Duong
‘( Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Administration Support: Larissa Argiro (Friday) office@stmarthas.org.au

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry
Plenary Council Ambassador: Helena O’Neil

‘When Jesus had been Baptised and had been praying, the Heavens were opened and the Holy Spirit came upon Him ... Luke 3

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131 Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au \

Parish Office Hours:
Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm & Fridays 9am-3pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro

Acting REC: Cindy Ronzini

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT
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Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic

Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

MASS TIMES

Tuesday: 7.30am
Wednesday: 9.10am
Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, Spm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm

1%t Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am.

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am
mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along.

OACU

LEAM CATHOUIC UNIVERSITY

ACU Strathfield Carﬁ;ﬂ;“celebrates Mass every Wednesday and
Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road,
Strathfield. Everyone is welcome.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
w BAPTISM:
@ 2" & 4t Sundays of the month at 11.00am

Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism
Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information.

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).

ROSARY: “\
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass \
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
7.30pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP:
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (during the school term only)

PLAYGROUP:

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for
children aged O to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities
and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the
upstairs school hall.

Playgroup runs every Monday during the school term only.
Contact: elena.razzoli @syd.catholic.edu.au

nationalsecurity. gov.au

Mission:

Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents
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A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance
contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding.
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or

safequardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police.

Commitment Statement
The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity
ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and
spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults.
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Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha's in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU
WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR
SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2.
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Father John will be away from the Parish from 2" — 16" January. We wish him safe travels to India.
Wishing our Parishoner, Kathleen Bowie, a very Happy 100% Birthday! We wish her many blessings

on this special occasion.

A big Thank You to the Parishoners at the 7.30am Mass on Tuesday who helped put away the Crib. Your
assistance and kindness is greatly appreciated!

Nicolle will be on annual leave from Monday 6" January and return on Tuesday 28" January. Please be aware that
the Parish Office will only be open limited hours during that time. Please see calendar below.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS DURING JANUARY

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
13TH JANUARY 14TH JANUARY 15T™ JANUARY 16™ JANUARY 17TH JANUARY
LARISSA LARISSA LARISSA
9AM - 3PM 9AM - 3PM 9AM - 3PM
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
20TH JANUARY 215T JANUARY 22ND JANUARY 23RD JANUARY 24T JANUARY
LARISSA LARISSA LARISSA
9AM - 3PM 9AM - 3PM 9AM - 3PM
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
27T JANUARY 28TH JANUARY 25TH JANUARY 26TH JANUARY 27TH JANUARY
AUSTRALIA DAY NICOLLE NICOLLE
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 9AM - 5PM 9AM - 5PM

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In today's Gospel, as in the other Gospel accounts of Jesus'

baptism, we hear John the Baptist address the confusion of the people who thought that John might be the Messiah. In response, John contrasts the baptism that he
performs with the Baptism that Jesus will inaugurate. John the Baptist says that he has baptised with water, but that someone will come and baptise with the Holy Spirit.
The type of baptism that John performed was not yet a Christian Baptism; it was a preparation for Christian Baptism through which sins are forgiven and the gift of the Holy
Spirit is received. The baptism of Jesus is reported in each of the three Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke. Clearly, it was an event of great significance for Jesus
and for the early Christian community. The Evangelists Mark and Luke report the story from Jesus' perspective; the voice from heaven is addressed to Jesus. Compare this
to Matthew's Gospel in which the voice from heaven speaks to everyone. In Luke, however, the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus during his time of prayer after his baptism.
Through his Gospel, Luke will show Jesus to be a person of prayer who withdraws regularly from the crowds and his disciples to pray to his Father. The baptism of Jesus is
considered a manifestation of God in Jesus, another “epiphany.” On this, the last day of the Christmas season, our Gospel reveals to us Jesus' relation to God: the son of
Mary and Joseph is also God's own Son. In Luke's Gospel, all three members of the Trinity are manifested here: God the Father in the voice, the Holy Spirit descending, and
Jesus the Son. At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke is communicating to us important information about the identity of Jesus. In the verses that follow, Luke lists the
genealogy of Jesus, tracing Jesus' ancestry back to the first person, Adam, who is also identified as the son of God. We, the children of Adam and Eve, are again made
children of God through Baptism.

Mass Intentions

Recently Deceased:
Repose of The Soul:

Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:

Peter Harrington, Phil Robinson, Warren Stephens, Christine Moses.

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Baird, Elias & Julia Georges, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin Bouffler, Br Ray
Dowding, Sr Audette Mansour, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Charlotte O’'Brien, Stefano, Francesco
& Maria Colagiuri, Filomena Pagano, Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances
Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes
Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Elias & Julia Georges, Joseph Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, Aldo &
Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Roger O’Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart,
Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Mary & Anne Trefle’, Margaret Raeburn, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle
Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Rosalie Quito-an, Sylvia
Tagalog, Winne Byrne, Saad Saad, Michael Issa, Gertrude Adelaide Daley, Dorothy & Carl Butler, Harold Bryan
Smith, Joseph Sellathamboo, Teresa Moses, Margaret Hetherton, Mabel Doyle, Greg Doyle & Jim Bradbury, John,
Pauline & Katherine Murphy.

Eliana Barnes, Anne Russo, Gerald Gleeson Snr, George Bugeja, James Webb & Wajih Saliba, Toufic & Audette
Shalala, Des McNamara, Monica Ryan, Harry Thorpe, Tori Johnson & Katrina Dawson, Beryl Erskine, Norma
McMillan.

Giuseppe Mazzaferro, Ann Cincotta-Tangey, John Weitering, Willie Quan, John Hay, Margaret Harrington, Ajith
Antony, Rudy Raeburn, Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim,
George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’'Donnell, Ken South, Siena
Fabrie, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’'Souza, Danielle Fabien.

Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Kathy, Zoe & Max Stephens.

The New February to August Roster is now available from the side entrance of the Church and on the parish website.

Special Ministers

Readers

Altar Servers

Wardens

18t & 19" January

IF YOU CANNOT FULFIL YOUR ROSTER DUTY PLEASE ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT.

5PM
Grace Herro

Rick Herro
5PM
Lisa Dennis

Marianna Soo
5PM
Beatrix A.

Collin A.
Volunteer Needed
5PM
Edith Pun

8AM
Georgette Sahyoun

Peter Yamin

8AM
Paulina Roncevic

Robert Smith
8AM
Mary Louise I.
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
8AM

Mary Cooke

10AM
Relyn Aguinaldo
Stella Male Brown
10AM
Emmanuel Nathan

Michael Quinlan
10AM
Emilio A.

Makini B.
Johari B.
10AM

Trudie Rogers

6PM
Kynetha Torcato
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Andrew Chasle

Volunteer Needed
6PM
Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Anthony Thurn
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