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8I give you a new commandment: love one another9.… John 13 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU 

WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR 

SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2. 

 
 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-5.00pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you <TAG= St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an <unofficial= St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This <unofficial= page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

 

MASS TIMES 
 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 
 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am. 

 

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am 

mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along. 
 

 

 

 

ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and 

Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road, 

Strathfield. Everyone is welcome. 
 

RECONCILIATION:  

Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism 

Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

6.00pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP: 

Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (during the school term only) 
 

 

PLAYGROUP: 
St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for 

children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities 

and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the 

upstairs school hall.  

Playgroup runs every 2nd Monday during the school term only. 

Contact: elena.razzoli@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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Biography of Pope Leo XIV,  
born Robert Francis Prevost 

Prior to his election as Pope Leo XIV, Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost was Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops. Here is the biography of the 267th 

Bishop of Rome. By Vatican News 

 

The first Augustinian Pope, Leo XIV is the second Roman Pontiff - after Pope Francis - from the Americas. Unlike Jorge Mario Bergoglio, however, 

the 69-year-old Robert Francis Prevost is from the northern part of the continent, though he spent many years as a missionary in Peru before being 

elected head of the Augustinians for two consecutive terms. 

 

First Augustinian Pope 

The new Bishop of Rome was born on September 14, 1955, in Chicago, Illinois, to Louis Marius Prevost, of French and Italian descent, and Mildred 

Martínez, of Spanish descent. He has two brothers, Louis Martín and John Joseph. He spent his childhood and adolescence with his family and studied 

first at the Minor Seminary of the Augustinian Fathers and then at Villanova University in Pennsylvania, where in 1977 he earned a Degree in 

Mathematics and also studied Philosophy. On September 1 of the same year, Prevost entered the novitiate of the Order of Saint Augustine (O.S.A.) 

in Saint Louis, in the Province of Our Lady of Good Counsel of Chicago, and made his first profession on September 2, 1978. On August 29, 1981, he 

made his solemn vows. The future Pontiff received his theological education at the Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. At the age of 27, he was 

sent by his superiors to Rome to study Canon Law at the Pontifical University of Saint Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum). In Rome, he was ordained a 

priest on June 19, 1982, at the Augustinian College of Saint Monica by Archbishop Jean Jadot, then pro-president of the Secretariat for Non-

Christians, which later became the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue and then the Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue. Prevost obtained 

his licentiate in 1984 and the following year, while preparing his doctoral thesis, was sent to the Augustinian mission in Chulucanas, Piura, Peru 

(1985–1986). In 1987, he defended his doctoral thesis on "The Role of the Local Prior in the Order of Saint Augustine" and was appointed vocation director and missions director of the Augustinian Province of <Mother of Good Counsel= in Olympia Fields, Illinois (USA). 
 

Mission in Peru 

The following year, he joined the mission in Trujillo, also in Peru, as director of the joint formation project for Augustinian candidates from the 

vicariates of Chulucanas, Iquitos, and Apurímac. Over the course of eleven years, he served as prior of the community (1988–1992), formation 

director (1988–1998), and instructor for professed members (1992–1998), and in the Archdiocese of Trujillo as judicial vicar (1989–1998) and professor of Canon Law, Patristics, and Moral Theology at the Major Seminary <San Carlos y San Marcelo.= At the same time, he was also entrusted 
with the pastoral care of Our Lady Mother of the Church, later established as the parish of Saint Rita (1988–1999), in a poor suburb of the city, and 

was parish administrator of Our Lady of Monserrat from 1992 to 1999. In 1999, he was elected Provincial Prior of the Augustinian Province of <Mother of Good Counsel= in Chicago, and two and a half years later, the ordinary General Chapter of the Order of Saint Augustine, elected him as 

Prior General, confirming him in 2007 for a second term. In October 2013, he returned to his Augustinian Province in Chicago, serving as director 

of formation at the Saint Augustine Convent, first councillor, and provincial vicar—roles he held until Pope Francis appointed him on November 3, 

2014, as Apostolic Administrator of the Peruvian Diocese of Chiclayo, elevating him to the episcopal dignity as Titular Bishop of Sufar.  He entered 

the Diocese on November 7, in the presence of Apostolic Nuncio James Patrick Green, who ordained him Bishop just over a month later, on December 

12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, in the Cathedral of Saint Mary. Bishop of Chiclayo, Peru, from 2015 to 2023. On September 26, 2015, he was 

appointed Bishop of Chiclayo by Pope Francis. In March 2018, he was elected second vice-president of the Peruvian Episcopal Conference, where 

he also served as a member of the Economic Council and president of the Commission for Culture and Education. In 2019, Pope Francis appointed 

him a member of the Congregation for the Clergy (July 13, 2019), and in 2020, a member of the Congregation for Bishops (November 21). Meanwhile, 

on April 15, 2020, he was also appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Peruvian Diocese of Callao. 

 

Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops 

On January 30, 2023, the Pope called him to Rome as Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops and President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin 

America, promoting him to the rank of Archbishop.  

 

Created Cardinal in 2023 

Pope Francis created him Cardinal in the Consistory of September 30, 2023, and assigned him the Diaconate of Saint Monica. He officially took 

possession of his titular church on January 28, 2024.  As head of the Dicastery, he participated in the Pope’s most recent Apostolic Journeys and in both the first and second sessions of the 16th Ordinary 

General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops on synodality, held in Rome from October 4 to 29, 2023, and from October 2 to 27, 2024, respectively. 

Meanwhile, on October 4, 2023, Pope Francis appointed him as a member of the Dicasteries for Evangelization (Section for First Evangelization and 

New Particular Churches), for the Doctrine of the Faith, for the Eastern Churches, for the Clergy, for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of 

Apostolic Life, for Culture and Education, for Legislative Texts, and of the Pontifical Commission for the Vatican City State. 

 

Finally, on February 6 of this year, the Argentine Pope promoted him to the Order of Bishops, granting him the title of the Suburbicarian Church of 

Albano. Three days later, on February 9, he celebrated the Mass presided over by Pope Francis in St. Peter's Square for the Jubilee of the Armed 

Forces, the second major event of the Holy Year of Hope. During the most recent hospitalization of his predecessor at the <Gemelli= hospital, Prevost presided over the Rosary for Pope Francis’s health in Saint Peter’s Square on March 3. 
 His episcopal motto is <In Illo uno unum=—words pronounced by Saint Augustine in a sermon on Psalm 127 to explain that <although we Christians are many, in the one Christ we are one.= 

 



PAPAL HONOUR - BENEMERENTE MEDAL 

We are happy to announce our long term parishioner Mr 

Terry Williamson has been honoured by the late Holy 

Father Pope Francis and awarded the 'Benemerente Medal 

for his dinstinguished service, hard work, passion and 

dedication to serve God and the Church'. Fr Asaeli Raass 

continued by saying at the presentation 'that Terry has 

made a positive contribution to the vision and mission of 

the Divine Word Missionaries worldwide and thanked him 

for his continued support'. Terry's family have had a very 

long association (42 Years) with the Society of Divine 

Word Missionaries.  This is a personal award of the highest 

level.  The Benemerente Medal is awarded by the Pope to 

recognise outstanding service to the Catholic Church. It 

acknowledges individuals who have demonstrated 

significant merits and fidelity to the Church and the Pope. 

The tradition of awarding the medal dates back to the 18th 

century. We extend our warmest congratulations to Terry 

upon receiving this honour which was presented to him on 

Friday 9 May at a dinner and celebration for family and 

friends at the Society of Divine Word Missionaries, Epping, 

Provincial Office. It was presented to him by Fr Assaeli 

Raass, (Provincial), Fr Stephen Gerdes and Bishop Tim 

Norton (on zoom) in the presence of former Provincials, 

priests, brothers, nuns, family and friends. This is a great 

honour for Terry and his family and also a very proud 

moment for our St. Martha's Parish community.         
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): Today's Gospel again comes from the Gospel of John. Like last week, today we hear 

words spoken by Jesus before his death and Resurrection. Jesus is teaching at the Last Supper. John's Gospel does not include an 

institution of the Eucharist narrative; instead, Jesus washes his disciples' feet. Immediately after, Jesus predicts his betrayal by Judas. 

Today's Gospel follows that prediction. It can be read as a continuing explanation of Jesus' act of washing his disciples' feet. It begins 

with the announcement that this is the moment when the Son of Man will be glorified. This theme continues throughout John's Passion. 

Jesus will be glorified in his death on the cross and in his Resurrection, and the disciples will glorify Jesus in the love they show. John's Gospel does not 

present a sentimental view of love. This is a type of love that is shown in service and sacrifice. It is difficult to choose to love when faced with hatred and 

anger. Jesus tells the disciples that all will know that they are his disciples because of the love they show for one another. This description of the early 

Christian community will be repeated in the Acts of the Apostles: <See how they love one another.= Christian love is the hallmark of Christianity. We see 
it lived in the witness of the martyrs. We see it in the example of the lives of the saints. We see it in the holy women and men who live and love daily, 

making small and large sacrifices for others. 
 

Family Connection: Is love the first word your family members use to describe their interactions? Love is difficult. Jesus' sacrifice for 

us is an example of this. Yet because of love, the glory of God is fully revealed in Jesus. God's glory is revealed in us when we act as 

the Body of Christ, as individuals and as a community. In the love we have for one another—difficult, challenging, sacrificial love—
we find Jesus. Choose one or two occasions when your family was together during the week. Describe the family's interactions from 

an outsider's perspective. When is it less difficult to show love to family members? When is it more difficult? When love is difficult, 

what do we do? Jesus didn't just tell us to love one another. He showed us how to love one another. In what ways did Jesus show us how to love? (in his 

acts of healing and forgiving; at the Last Supper as he washed his disciples' feet; in the gift of the Eucharist; through his death on the Cross) 
 

 

 

 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING SESSIONS – Children who have received their First Holy Communion (approximately 8 

year olds and over) are invited to register to become Altar Servers at St Martha’s. There will be 2 training sessions over 
2 consecutive afternoons on Tuesday 20th & Tuesday 27th May at 3.30pm. To enable inclusion in the next roster 

please mark your preferred Mass attendance for serving on the sign-up sheet in the church foyer and take home a parent 

consent form for permission to participate.  
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY’S WINTER APPEAL 31st MAY / 1ST JUNE. 
Our conference members thank you sincerely for your past donations.  Times are tough for everyone, and there are many 

calls on your generosity.  Our members and those we serve are grateful for anything you can spare.  As always, you can 

give by cash or credit card by putting the appeal envelopes in either collection.  Wardens with buckets will also be at the 

church doors at the end of Mass on that weekend.  You can also scan the QR code that will be available or give online at 

https://www.vinnies.org.au/.  Thank you again for your generosity! Anthony Thurn, St. Martha’s Conference, St Vincent de Paul Society. 
 

 



St Martha’s May Piety Stall  
 

$5 Children’s Books – The Immaculate Conception & Our Lady of Lourdes  

$10 Mother – Framed Stained Glass  

$10 Devotional Candles (variety)  

$20 Coloured Crystal Rosary Beads  

$20/$30 Rosary Necklaces  

$35 Bronze pocket Mary Statue  

$40/$50 Genuine Mother of Pearl Rosary Beads  

$125 Madonna & Child Figurine  
 

If you would like to purchase an item, please see the Church Warden after Mass. 
 

 

 

24th & 25th May 
IF YOU CANNOT FULFIL YOUR ROSTER DUTY PLEASE ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT. 

Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Tandiono Family Yvonne Martins Anne Marrins Andrew Bova 

Tandiono Family Joseph Samarasinghe Rita Piras Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Natalie Baini Daniel Martins Helen Williamson Melanie John 

Maria Soo Volunteer Needed Rachel Suriano Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Lincoln M. Jacob M. Bonett Family Volunteer Needed 

Hayden M. Volunteer Needed Bonett Family Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Beatrice L. Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

  Wardens Edith Pun Peter Yamin Trudie Rogers Paulina Roncevic 

Mass Intentions 
Recently Deceased: Sr Rosemary O’Neill, Anne Bechara, Don & Marie Anderson, Helen Behan, Michael Leahy, Fr David Coffey, Dawn 

Clarice Davis, Basil Hayes, Ivy Fernandez. 
Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Baird, Elias & Julia Georges, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin Bouffler, Br Ray 
Dowding, Sr Audette Mansour, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri, 
Filomena & Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances Doumit, Frederick McDowell, 
Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances 
Gleeson, Joseph Tannous, Nejia Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, 
Roger O’Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Margaret 
Raeburn, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, 
Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, James Webb & Wajih Saliba, Isabel Mancel Mendoza. Deceased members of the 
Georges & Sassine Families.  

Anniversaries: Kevin Bouffler, Tony Khoury, Zmerod Chidiac, Henry D’Souza, Blanche Saldanha, Deborah Dahdah, Harry Doumit, 
Maria Schiavo, Andrew Coote, Damia Baini, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Peter Turpin, Antoinette Akle, Mary Colletta 
Saverimuthu. 

Sick Intentions: Giuseppe Mazzaferro, Pia Rossi, Br Tony Wheelan cfc, Toni N, Norma Habib, Joe Everitt, Alf Buda, Ann Cincotta-
Tangey, Margaret Harrington, Mark Samaha, John Weitering, Willie Quan, John Hay, Ajith Antony, Rudy Raeburn, 
Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr 
Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, Siena Fabrie, Joanna Jo, 
Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien, Maroun Moussa, Stephen Chase (snr). 

Special Intentions: Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order. Michael D’Cunha, Tony & Julie Gabastie. 

e Remembering someone with a Mass Intention honours them in a unique way – surrounding them with the warmth of God’s 
love. A Mass may be offered for the living or deceased, for a Birthday, Anniversary, for somebody who is ill, or for a special 

intention. Mass Intention envelopes are available at the Church Entrance. If you would like a Mass offered on a particular 

date, please contact the parish office to arrange this.  

The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Parish Appeal is still running this weekend. The CWF funds 

six agencies: Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, Catholic Care, Chaplaincies, Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine (CCD, Ephpheta Centre and The Seminary of the Good Shepherd.  The 

generosity of those who contribute financially to the CWF, means that these agencies are 

able to assist thousands of people each year. 
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