ST MARTHA'’S PARISH STRATHFIELD

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Assistant Priest: Father Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro (Mon, Tues & Thurs) admin@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson & Helen Williamson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry

‘From his breast shall flow fountains of living watexrs’.... John 7

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131 Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-5.00pm

) %

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Carolyn Parsell

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro

REC: Cindy Ronzini

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT
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Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic

Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace
Proclaiming Good News

MASS TIMES

Tuesday: 7.30am
; Wednesday: 9.10am
2 (‘} Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm

1% Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am.

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am
mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along.

OACU

ACU Strathfield Canifju¥"c€1ebrates Mass every Wednesday and
Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road,
Strathfield. Everyone is welcome.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
(el BAPTISM:

E}\lé 2" & 4™ Sundays of the month at 11.00am
case introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism
Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information.

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).

ROSARY: .
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass B “'\w_f
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
6.00pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP:
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (during the school term only)

PLAYGROUP:

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for
children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities
and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the
upstairs school hall.

Playgroup runs every 2" Monday during the school term only.
Contact: elena.razzoli @syd.catholic.edu.au

Mission:

Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

nationalsecurity. gov.au
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A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance
contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding.
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police.

Commitment Statement
The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity
ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and
spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults.
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?‘%“J' Office of the

soemeor | Children’s Guardian

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha’s in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s

Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to

take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU
WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR
SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2.
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PENTECTOST:
The Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Fear of the Lord: With this gift the Christian becomes keenly aware of anything that may hurt his/her relationship with God.
There is a holy “fear” of hurting this relationship and grace is given to avoid these things at all cost.

Wisdom: With this gift the Christian is given a special grace to “ponder divine realities” in his/her speculative reason. We are able
to see the big picture and know how best to be an instrument of peace and harmony in our world.

Understanding: This is the ability to have a supernatural assurance of the matters of faith. Life makes sense. We can make sense
of the deeper parts of revelation, make sense of suffering and understand those things that tempt us to doubt. With this gift we
come to see how everything in life can work for good in accordance with God’s plan.

Knowledge: With this gift the Christian knows, more in the practical intellect, what God’s will is in this or that situation. We know
how to live, how to discern God’s will and what decision to make in our daily life. It also enables us to learn from our past mistakes.

Counsel: With this gift the Christian sees him/herself as a link in a chain which makes up the entire Church. God uses each one of
us to help and support one another on our journey. We know what to say and how to act so as to do our part to build up one
another.

Fortitude: Simply put, it is a firmness of mind and spirit to do good and avoid evil. It's a sort of Christian courage. The Gospel will
call all of us to a radical life of love. Fortitude gives us the strength we need to follow through.

Piety: This gift enables us to first reverence and love God, but also to see the dignity of one another and reverence each other as
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O Lord Jesus Christ, Who, before ascending into heaven, didst promise to send the Holy Ghost to finish Thy work in the souls of Thy Apostles and
Disciples, deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me, that He may perfect in my soul the work of Thy grace and Thy love.
Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things that are eternal,
the Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Thy divine truth,
the Spirit of Counsel that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining Heaven,
the Spirit of Fortitude that [ may bear my cross with Thee, and that [ may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my salvation,
the Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God and know myself and grow perfect in the science of the Saints,
the Spirit of Piety that I may find the service of God sweet and amiable,
the Spirit of Fear that [ may be filled with a loving reverence towards God, and may dread in any way to displease Him.
Mark me, dear Lord, with the sign of Thy true disciples and animate me in all things with Thy Spirit. Amen.

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): The season of Easter concludes with today's celebration, the feast of Pentecost. On
Pentecost we celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem; this event marks the
beginning of the Church. The story of Pentecost is found in the Acts of the Apostles, today's first reading. The account in today's Gospel,
taken from the Gospel of John, also recounts how Jesus gave the gift of the Holy Spirit to his disciples. There is no need to try to reconcile
these two accounts to each other. It is enough to know that, after his death, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send to his disciples a helper,
an advocate, who would enable them to be his witnesses throughout the world. We previously heard today's Gospel on the second
Sunday of Easter. At that time, we also heard the passage that follows, which describes Jesus' appearance to Thomas. In that context, we
were led to reflect on belief and unbelief. In the context of the feast of Pentecost, this reading reminds us about the integral connection
between the gifts of peace and forgiveness and the action of the Holy Spirit. Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace. Jesus then
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun, “As the Father has sent me, so | send you.” As he breathes the Holy
Spirit upon them, Jesus sends his disciples to continue his work of reconciliation through the forgiveness of sins.

This Gospel reminds us that the Church is called to be a reconciling presence in the world. This reconciling presence of Christ is celebrated
in the Church's sacramental life. In the Sacrament of Baptism, we are washed clean from sin and become a new creation in Christ. In the
Sacrament of Penance, the Church celebrates the mercy of God in forgiving sins. This reconciling presence is also to be a way of life for
Christians. In situations of conflict, we are to be agents of peace and harmony among people.

Family Connection: Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the Church. The Gospel for Pentecost reminds us that the Church begins
with the command to forgive. Within the family, the domestic Church, we learn how to forgive and we learn to accept forgiveness. It is
the gift of the Holy Spirit that enables us to do both. Today is a fitting time to share a family celebration of reconciliation. As you gather
together as a family, sit quietly for a few minutes, inviting all to reflect upon their need to forgive and to receive forgiveness. If there is a
situation or issue within the family that needs attention, spend some time reflecting upon the concern and how your family might address
it. Read together today's Gospel, John 20:19-23. Talk together about how Jesus gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit to help us in the work
of forgiveness and to bring us peace. Pray together today's psalm, or the Prayer to the Holy Spirit, asking that the Holy Spirit help your
family. Share with one another the sign of peace.

Best wishes to Fr Liem Duong who celebrated his Birthday last Friday.



Please keep the 37 Confirmation candidates in your prayers during their
final preparations. The Sacrament of Confirmation will be held on Friday
13" June and we look forward to welcoming Bishop Tony
Percy to St Martha’s Parish. A wide variety of gifts are
available to purchase from the Piety Stall in the Church Foyer
starting from $2.00. Please see the Warden after Mass to view
the collection.

The next parish appeal will be the annual Holy Father’s Appeal held across the weekend 28" & 29"
June. This appeal, also known as Peter’s Pence, is a gesture of solidarity with the universal Church
to support the works of the Holy Father Pope Francis.

Thank you for your generosity and supporting the St
Vincent de Paul winter appeal last weekend. Envelopes
are still available in the Church Foyer.

Fove WErES

** END OF FINANCIAL YEAR PROCESS **

The last banking for the 2024/2025 financial year will be at 9.00am on Monday 23 June.
Any donations received after this date will go into the next financial year.
New sets of 2025/26 Planned Giving Envelopes are now available for collection in the Church Foyer. We encourage all Parishioners
to join the giving system by either Weekly Envelope or Monthly Credit Card as this is the main income of the parish, by means of
which we run everyday expenses, funds projects and plan for the future. Tax deductibility is 30%. If you would like to join, please
complete the slip below or completed a form in the Church Foyer which can be returned via any collection plate or directly to the

parish office.

Mass Intentions

Recently Deceased:

Repose of The Soul:

Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:

Vilho Olavi Makkonen, Pia Rossi, Maureen Allan Marrins, Neville Ashby, Dennis O’Hara, Theresa Orton, Sr
Rosemary O’Neill, Anne Bechara, Don & Marie Anderson, Helen Behan, Michael Leahy.

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Baird, Elias & Julia Georges, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin Bouffler, Br Ray
Dowding, Sr Audette Mansour, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria Colagiuri,
Filomena & Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances Doumit, Frederick McDowell,
Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances
Gleeson, Joseph Tannous, Nejia Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi,
Roger O’Reilly, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Margaret
Raeburn, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar,
Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, James Webb & Wajih Saliba, Isabel Mancel Mendoza. Deceased members of the
Georges & Sassine Families, Joseph Sellathamboo, Xavier & Josephine Sellathamnu, Christy & Teresa Moses.
Daniel Lucich, May Chapman, Elise May Corelli, Sr Audette Mansour rsm, Judith Goodacre, Dr Vivian Colman,
Joseph Lam, James Erskine, Paul Duggan, Kevin Bouffler, Tony Khoury, Zmerod Chidiac,

Giuseppe Mazzaferro, Br Tony Wheelan cfc, Toni N, Norma Habib, Joe Everitt, Alf Buda, Ann Cincotta-Tangey,
Margaret Harrington, Mark Samaha, John Weitering, Willie Quan, John Hay, Ajith Antony, Rudy Raeburn, Robert
Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr Maher
Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’'Donnell, Ken South, Siena Fabrie, Joanna Jo, Simon
Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien, Maroun Moussa, Stephen Chase (snr).

Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order.

Remembering someone with a Mass Intention honours them in a unique way — surrounding them with the warmth of God’s love. A Mass
may be offered for the living or deceased, for a Birthday, Anniversary, for somebody who is ill, or for a special intention. Mass Intention
envelopes are available at the Church Entrance. If you would like a Mass offered on a particular date, please contact the parish office to

Special Ministers

arrange this.

14t & 15t June
IF YOU CANNOT FULFIL YOUR ROSTER DUTY PLEASE ORGANISE A REPLACEMENT.
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM

Grace Herro
Rick Herro

5PM
Readers Lisa Dennis

Maria Soo
5PM
Beatrix A.
Collin A.
Volunteer Needed
5PM

Wardens Joy Li

Altar Servers

Georgette Sahyoun
Peter Yamin

8AM
Paulina Roncevic
Robert Smith
8AM
Ryan W.
Dylan W.
Volunteer Needed
8AM
Mary Daley

Relyn Aguinaldo
Helen Williamson
10AM
Emmanual Nathan

Michael Quinlan
10AM
Emilio A.
Emilia T.
Volunteer Needed
10AM

Trudie Rogers

Mary L’Estrange
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Theresa Kuk
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Theresa Kuk
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9th June 2025
The Jubilee of the Holy See

A sacred time in the Catholic Church, is a special year of grace that occurs every 25 years, unless
called for specifically by the Pope. 2025 marks the Jubilee of the Holy See, with the theme of
"Pilgrims of Hope". The Jubilee is a time for spiritual renewal, prayer, and affirming one's
commitment to God, and it offers the faithful the possibility of gaining a plenary indulgence.

One of the symbolic images of every Jubilee is that of the Pontiff crossing the threshold of the Holy
Door. This is a moment deeply rooted in the Middle Ages. The first pilgrim to cross the threshold is
always the Bishop of Rome. According to a description from 1450 by Giovanni Rucellai of Viterbo,
it was Pope Martin V in 1423 who first opened the Holy Door during a Jubilee year, at the Basilica
of St. John Lateran. At the Vatican Basilica, the opening of the Holy Door was first documented on
Christmas of 1499, when Pope Alexander VI ordered the Holy Door to be opened not only at St. John Lateran but also at other Roman

basilicas.
T : : 7 7 = The Jubilee began officially on Christmas Eve 2024 with the opening
V) B P DYA @ _7 of the Holy Door at St. Peter's Basilica and will continue until
- ~ 1C N\ ~ anuary 6, 2026. The Holy Door, a symbolic entrance, is opened is
PILGRIMS OF HOPE A ’ d P

open at St Joachim’s Church in Lidcombe.
HOWTORECENEAJUBILEEINDULGENCE “I am the gate: Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will
come in and go out and find pasture (From the Gospel of John).”

Make a pilgrimege (o S joachim’s .
other deskonated Detach fromall sin. even The opening of the Holy Door
church. Spend time in adoration venial The opening of the Holy Door by the Pope Francis marked the

o praye: beginning of the Jubilee. The inner wall sealing the Holy Door was
1 recently dismantled, and the metal box containing the key to open

the door was retrieved. The Pope symbolically pushes the door

- open, while the traditional use of a hammer to strike the brick seal
\\\.::*) on the outside has been discontinued for safety reasons. After the
ceremony, the door remains open for the entire year to allow
Holy Communion and a prayer pilgrims to pass through. This gesture signifies a complete
for the Imentions of the Pope experience of the indulgence associated with the Holy Year.

ecirally on e dey of e viek Crossing this threshold also symbolizes the journey of conversion,
sealed by the encounter with Christ, the "door”, uniting us with the
Father. The Jubilees are part of a profound history of faith that
opens its doors to the world—a journey in which the steps of the
Pontiff join those of the people of God, along the paths of
forgiveness.

That the World Might Grow in Compassion:
“Let us pray that each one of us might find
consolation in a personal relationship with Jesus,
and from his Heart, learn to have compassion on
the world”

[P

Sacramental confession, within
7 days, either before or aller,
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Call CCareline to_find out more

CCareline 131819

Is your family impacted
by domestic violence?

Connect with counseliors and group programs to help
families affected by domestic violence.

CatholicCare.org

& connect@catholiccare.org
© B8am — 6pm Monday — Friday




