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8As for the seed in good ground, this is the people who have heard the word…9 – Luke 8 
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GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU 

WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR 

SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS. 

Please support our Catholic Press 
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2. 

 
 

 

 

 

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135 

Phone: 9746 6131          Fax: 9764 3040 

Email:  office@stmarthas.org.au 

Website: www.stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Office Hours:  

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-5.00pm 

 THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT 

 

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184 

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Carolyn Parsell 

Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro 

REC: Cindy Ronzini 

 

Vision: 

Welcoming 

Eucharistic 

Transformed by the Word 

Full of Grace 

Proclaiming Good News 

Mission: 

Alive with the Spirit 

Inspired by St Martha 

We Celebrate & Witness  

God’s love 

Using our Gifts & Talents 

 

SAFE GUARDING 

 
A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance 

contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding. 
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.  

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can 

contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org  

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and 

guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police. 

 

Commitment Statement 

The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity 

ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and 

spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults. 

 

 

 

 
 

Please be aware that if you <TAG= St Martha’s in photos on your 
Facebook page, the images also appear on an <unofficial= St Martha’s 
Facebook page. This <unofficial= page was created automatically by 

Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to 
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE 

REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS; 

CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE 

SACRISTY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION. 
 

ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A 

PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR 

OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY. 

 

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes 

Assistant Priest:  Father Liem Duong 

Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro admin@stmarthas.org.au 

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au  

Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au 

Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson 

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry 

 

MASS TIMES 
 
 

 Tuesday: 7.30am      

Wednesday: 9.10am 

Thursday: 9.10am     

Friday: 9.10am 

Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm 
 

1st Saturday of every month:  
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am. 

 

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am 

mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along. 
 

 

 

 

ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and 

Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road, 

Strathfield. Everyone is welcome. 
 

RECONCILIATION:  
Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment. 

 

BAPTISM: 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month at 11.00am  

Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism 

Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information. 
 

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.  

(6 months’ notice is required).  
 

ROSARY:  
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass 

 Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am  

6.00pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests 

Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.  
 

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP: 
Mondays 10.30am – 11.30am (during the school term only) 

 

 

PLAYGROUP: 

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for 

children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities 

and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the 

upstairs school hall.  

Playgroup runs every 2nd Monday during the school term only. 

Contact: elena.razzoli@syd.catholic.edu.au 
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SEEKING PARTICIPANTS FOR THE REGIONAL CONSULTATION FOR THE 

SYNOD OF SYDNEY 2026 
His Grace, Archbishop Anthony Fisher is encouraging participants form parishes throughout 

Sydney to register for a Regional Consultation in preparation for the Synod of Sydney next year. 

The next consultation will be held at St Mary’s Cathedral on Tuesday 14th October from 6pm-

9pm. Registration can be done online at Trybooking.com/DAVZE.  I encourage parishioners to 

participate in this event. Any queries may be directed to Father John at the parish office 

admin@stmarthas.org.au 
   

May God bless the children coming forward this Sunday to receive the Sacrament of 

First Holy Communion. On this special day, we congratulate you on taking this big step 

in your faith journey and we hope that you experience the joy of God’s presence in your 
lives always. Thank you to Linda Praum, our Sacramental Coordinator and her team of 

helpers for preparing the children.  

A variety of First Holy Communion gifts are available from the Church Piety Stall. 
 

PRE-ORDERS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN FOR THE 2026 GOD’S WORD DAILY 
REFLECTIONS BIBLE DIARIES – LIMITED STOCK WILL BE AVAILABLE SO 
RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW. These Bible Diaries are designed to help you to keep 
the Word of God close to your heart in your daily life. A companion on the journey to pray, 
to share, to grow in God's love and be nourished by the Word of God make these an ideal 
Christmas gift. Please write your name and contact details on a payment envelope in the 

Church Foyer. $20 each (rrp $21.95) Cash payments only. 
 

IN THIS JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 
Come and hear a word of Hope 

You are invited to a series of talks to help reawaken Faith and Hope 
 <&a hope which will not let us down, because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which 

has been given to us.= (RM 5:5) 

 

<&reawaken in us, pilgrims of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of Heaven.= (Jubilee Prayer) 
 

Sundays and Thursdays at 7.00pm in the Parish hall (the old Church). Child minding 

provided. Enquiries: Domenico 0419 536 536.  
 

 

Season of Creation ~ Laudato Si’ 2025 
 

1st September – 4th October 
THE WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION. 

 

Welcome to this year’s Season of Creation where communities come together for this special season of 
ecumenical solidarity. Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this 

worldwide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home. It is a special season where we 

celebrate God as Creator and acknowledge Creation as the divine continuing act that summons us as 

collaborators to love and care for the gift of all that is created. As followers of Christ from around the 

globe, we share a common call to care for creation. We are co-creatures and part of all that God has 

made. Our well-being is interwoven with the well-being of the Earth.  We rejoice in this opportunity to safeguard our common 

home and all beings who share it. This year, the theme for the season is <Peace with Creation=. Let us join in praise and 
celebrate the gifts and wonders that God bestows on us. Resources are available in the Church Foyer. 

 

The Season of Creation’s call for Peace with Creation aligns powerfully with the Turn Debt into Hope campaign, as 
communities burdened by debt are often those facing the worst environmental challenges. Caritas Australia is inviting 

parishes to stand in solidarity with vulnerable communities in need of sustainable development and ecological renewal by:  

• signing the Turn Debt into Hope petition – caritas.org.au/debt  

• committing to practical, everyday actions that promote ecological sustainability and care for creation by registering to 

become a Catholic Earthcare Household - caritas.org.au/catholic-earthcare/ 
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Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): Today's Gospel sounds puzzling to contemporary readers, but it can be 

made less so by considering the economic system which stands behind the parable. A steward is dismissed because he is 

squandering his master's property. He is called dishonest because he is not serving the interests of the rich man, his employer. 

In response the steward, in an attempt to ensure favor for himself among the rich man's debtors, brokers repayment of the 

rich man's loans by foregoing the interest and fees that had been levied to line the steward's pockets. It is this action, in 

which the steward puts aside his greed and takes the longer perspective in order to enhance his security, which is 

commended by the rich man. The passage concludes with three morals for the listeners. The first exhorts the listener to be 

prudent about the use of wealth. Like the steward in the parable, those who would follow Jesus must put transitory affairs 

in proper perspective. Christians should handle the affairs of temporal life with an eye toward eternal life. The second 

concerns trustworthiness. Those who can be trusted in small things can also be trusted in great things. If Christians handle 

money and other passing things responsibly, then they can also be trusted with the affairs of the Kingdom of God. Finally, 

Jesus tells his listeners that no one can serve two masters simultaneously. God must be put ahead of money. 
 

Family Connection: Talk with your children about some things that they have done to show that they can be trusted. Talk a 

bit about what it means to be responsible. Responsibility often means that we put aside something of passing value for 

something of greater value. Read together the short form of today's Gospel, Luke 16:10-13. Talk about the importance of 

responsible use of money and our material possessions. As a family, commit to one action that you will take this week to 

show that your family serves God and not money. 
 

 

The Canonisation of Papua New Guinea's first saint, Blessed Peter 

ToRot will be on 19th October 2025. Peter ToRot was a lay catechist 

who was martyred in 1945 for continuing his apostolate despite a ban 

imposed by the Japanese. His case is special for several reasons: he will 

be the first native Papuan saint, a fervent defender of marriage and the 

family, a catechist committed to the mission of the Missionaries of the 

Sacred Heart. His sanctity is the fruit of the close collaboration of 

priests and laity in evangelisation. Prayer cards will be available in the 

Church foyer. 
 

Last Thursday across Australia people paused to connect, reflect, and ask, 'are you OK?'. It's 

been 17 years since the first R U OK?Day in 2009. That one single day of action is now a year 

round conversation movement thanks to you and the tens of thousands of others across the 

nation who share the R U OK? message and encourage more life changing conversations, 

not only on R U OK?Day but every day. When you ask someone how they're really going, 

make time to listen and support them through difficult times you're helping us create a 

nation where we are all connected and protected from suicide. You are helping us inspire 

and empower everyone to meaningfully connect with the people they care about and lend 

support when they are struggling with life. I'm also grateful to Briana (below) who has so 

generously shared her story and who continues to encourage connection and conversations to honour the memory of her brother 

Heath. Again, thank you Nicolle for asking R U OK? Any Day and for all you do to help the people in your world feel seen, heard and 

supported. This is how change happens - one conversation at a time, one generation at a time. 
 

27th & 28th September 

Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Grace Herro Gian Surjadinata Relyn Aguinaldo Theresa Kuk 

Rick Herro Artha Surjadinata Helen Williamson Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Readers Lisa Dennis Greg Glass Emmanuel Nathan Andrew Chasle 

Maria Soo Sonia Gomez Michael Quinlan Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

Altar Servers Beatrix A. Ryan W. Emilio A. Zachary A. 

Collin A. Dylan W. Emilia T. Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Matthew C. Charlotte L. Volunteer Needed 

Volunteer Needed Volunteer Needed Ryan L. Volunteer Needed 

5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM 

  Wardens Edith Pun Peter Yamin Trudie Rogers Anthony Thurn 
 

 

TAX RECEIPTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING THE PARISH OFFICE 

 
 

 

 
 



MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE LEO FOR THE 111th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES   

24th September 2025 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters! 

 

The 111th World Day of Migrants and Refugees, which my predecessor chose to coincide with the Jubilees of Migrants and of the Missions, offers us an opportunity 

to reflect on the connections between hope, migration and mission. The current global context is sadly marked by wars, violence, injustice and extreme weather 

events, which force millions of people to leave their homelands in search of refuge elsewhere. The widespread tendency to look after the interests of limited 

communities poses a serious threat to the sharing of responsibility, multilateral cooperation, the pursuit of the common good and global solidarity for the benefit of 

our entire human family. The prospect of a renewed arms race and the development of new armaments, including nuclear weapons, the lack of consideration for the 

harmful effects of the ongoing climate crisis, and the impact of profound economic inequalities make the challenges of the present and the future increasingly 

demanding. Faced with frightening scenarios and the possibility of global devastation, it is important that there be a growing desire in people’s hearts for a future of peace and of respect for the dignity of all. Such a future is essential to God’s plan for humanity and the rest of creation. This is the messianic future anticipated by the prophets: <Old men and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with staff in hand because of their great age. And the streets of the city shall be full 

of boys and girls playing in its streets... For there shall be a sowing of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the ground shall give its produce, and the skies shall give their dew= (Zech 8:4-5, 12). This future has already begun, since it was inaugurated by Jesus Christ (cf. Mk 1:15; Lk 17:21), and we believe and hope in its full realization, 

for the Lord is always faithful to his promises. The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: <The virtue of hope responds to the aspiration to happiness which God has placed in the heart of every man and woman; it takes up the hopes that inspire human activities= (N. 1818) . What is more, the search for happiness, and the prospect of finding it beyond one’s place of origin, is certainly one of the main motivations for the movement of people today. This link between migration and hope 

is clearly evident in many contemporary experiences of migration. Many migrants, refugees and displaced persons are privileged witnesses of hope. Indeed, they 

demonstrate this daily through their resilience and trust in God, as they face adversity while seeking a future in which they glimpse that integral human development 

and happiness are possible. Moreover, we can see the itinerant experience of the people of Israel repeated in their own lives: <O God, when you went out before your 
people, when you marched through the wilderness, the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, at the presence of God, 

the God of Israel. Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; you restored your heritage when it languished; your flock found a dwelling in it; in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy= (Ps 68:7-10). In a world darkened by war and injustice, even when all seems lost, migrants and refugees stand as messengers of 

hope. Their courage and tenacity bear heroic testimony to a faith that sees beyond what our eyes can see and gives them the strength to defy death on the various 

contemporary migration routes. Here too we can find a clear analogy with the experience of the people of Israel wandering in the desert, who faced every danger 

while trusting in the Lord’s protection: <he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pinions, and under 

his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, or the arrow that flies by day, or the pestilence that stalks in darkness, or the destruction that wastes at noonday= (Ps 91:3-6). Migrants and refugees remind the Church of her pilgrim dimension, perpetually journeying 

towards her final homeland, sustained by a hope that is a theological virtue. Each time the Church gives in to the temptation of <sedentarization= and  ceases to be a civitas peregrine, God’s people journeying towards the heavenly homeland (cf. Augustine, De Civitate Dei, Books XIV-XVI), she ceases to be <in the world= and becomes <of the world= (cf. Jn 15:19). This temptation was already present in the early Christian communities, so much so that the Apostle Paul had to remind the Church of Philippi that <our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself= (Phil 3:20-21). In a special way, Catholic migrants 

and refugees can become missionaries of hope in the countries that welcome them, forging new paths of faith where the message of Jesus Christ has not yet arrived 

or initiating interreligious dialogue based on everyday life and the search for common values. With their spiritual enthusiasm and vitality, they can help revitalize 

ecclesial communities that have become rigid and weighed down, where spiritual desertification is advancing at an alarming rate. Their presence, then, should be 

recognized and appreciated as a true divine blessing, an opportunity to open oneself to the grace of God, who gives new energy and hope to his Church: <Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it= (Heb 13:2). The first element of evangelization, as Saint Paul VI emphasized, is that of witness: <All Christians are called to this witness, and in this way they can be real evangelizers. We are thinking especially of the responsibility incumbent on migrants in the country that receives them= (Evangelii Nuntiandi, 21). This is a true missio migrantium, a mission carried out by migrants, for which 

adequate preparation and ongoing support must be ensured through effective inter-ecclesial cooperation. At the same time, the communities that welcome them can 

also be a living witness to hope, one that is understood as the promise of a present and a future where the dignity of all as children of God is recognized. In this way, 

migrants and refugees are recognized as brothers and sisters, part of a family in which they can express their talents and participate fully in community life. On this 

Jubilee, when the Church prays for all migrants and refugees, I wish to entrust all those who are on the journey, as well as those who are working to accompany them, 

to the maternal protection of the Virgin Mary, comfort of migrants, so that she may keep hope alive in their hearts and sustain them in their commitment to building 

a world that increasingly resembles the Kingdom of God, the true homeland that awaits us at the end of our journey. 

Mass Intentions 
Recently Deceased: Salvatore Corelli, Giuseppe Mazzaferro, Georgette Tannous, Greg Whitby, Dr Dexter Ekanayake, John Wright, 

Monsignor Kerry Bayada, Terry McCarthy, Tommy Partch, Pepito Awayan, Raymond Jung. 
Repose of The Soul: 
 

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Beard, Elias & Julia Georges, Luke Manassa, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin 
Bouffler, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria 
Colagiuri, Filomena & Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances & Harry 
Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald & 
Agnes Glass, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Joseph Tannous, Nejia Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, 
Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Monica & Patrick Ryan, Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, 
Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Margaret Raeburn, Francesco & Mary Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald 
Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda Reginato, Gladstone & Noel Jebanasam, 
Salvatore La Cava, Marie Mastan, Illuminata Raspa. 

Anniversaries: Gerald Wilson, Campbell Farrell, Dorothea Starr, Frank & Kathelnn Moynihan, Joseph Manning, Khalil Herro, 
Eric Sidoti, Wajih Saliba & James Webb, Wahib & Chemoui Bechara, Raymond & Natasha Bechara, Emile & 
Foula Moubarak, Narcissa Milano Saya, Charlotte O’Brien, Patrick McGannon, Teresa Sittampalam, Mary 
Anne Harrington, Eric Leahy, Joy Quinlan, Kevin Quinlan, Marie Leahy. 

Sick Intentions: Paul Moynihan, Helen McAlister, Sr Marilyn Farley, Elliot Leahy, Jason Gereis, Toni N, Norma Habib, Joe 
Everitt, Alf Buda, Ann Cincotta-Tangey, Mark Samaha, John Weitering, , John Hay, Ajith Antony, Rudy 
Raeburn, Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, 
George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South, 
Siena Fabrie, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien, Maroun Moussa, 
Stephen Chase (snr), Ajay Babu Avirneni. 

Special Intentions: The Corelli, Howell, Mazzaferro & Coluccio Families, Nelly Galano, Dareth Flavell, Henry Quan & Willie Quan, 
Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order & St Vincent de Paul Society. 
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