ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes
Assistant Priest: Father Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro admin@stmarthas.org.au
Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson
Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry

In the event of an attack

200
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What you do matters.

‘Young man, I say to you, get up’ - Luke 7

70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 9746 6131 Fax: 9764 3040
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au
Parish Office Hours:

Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-5.00pm

St Martha’s School: 9764 1184

Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au

Principal: Carolyn Parsell

/ Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
REC: Cindy Ronzini

THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT

Vision:
Welcoming
Eucharistic

Transformed by the Word
Full of Grace

Proc e MASSTIMES

Tuesday: 7.30am
; Wednesday: 9.10am
2 (‘} Thursday: 9.10am
Friday: 9.10am
Saturday: 9.10am, S5pm Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm

1t Saturday of every month:
8.30am Adoration followed by Mass at 9.10am.

Divine Mercy Prayers recited every Thursday after 9.10am
mass. We welcome and encourage you to come along.

OACU

ALSTRALMMN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and
Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is located 25A Barker Road,
Strathfield. Everyone is welcome.

RECONCILIATION:
Q@ﬁ Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
N
\t) BAPTISM:

2" & 4™ Sundays of the month at 11.00am
Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism
Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information.

MARRIAGES: By appointment only.
(6 months’ notice is required).

ROSARY:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am
6.00pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet.

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP:
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (during the school term only)

AW,

PLAYGROUP:

St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for
children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities
and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the
upstairs school hall.

Playgroup runs every 2" Monday during the school term only.
Contact: elena.razzoli @syd.catholic.edu.au

Mission:

Alive with the Spirit
Inspired by St Martha
We Celebrate & Witness
God’s love
Using our Gifts & Talents

& 0 SAFE GUARDING Q 2

A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance
contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding.
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.

If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police.

Commitment Statement
The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity
ofall Children and Adults at Risk, and it acknowledges its important legal, moral and
spiritualresponsibility to create a safe and nurturing environment for Children and Adults.

n‘o
MY
Jew | Office of the
Qé)!v Children’s Guardian

Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha's in photos on your
Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
Facebook and is not controlled by St Martha’s. We kindly remind you to
take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANY CELIAC PARISHIONERS. IF YOU
WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION PLEASE TELL THE CHURCH WARDEN OR
SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.

Please support our Catholic Press
Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2.
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Father John will be away from the parish between from Monday 3" to
Saturday 8" November. We wish him safe travels.

During the month of November,
we remember those who have returned
to the Tather

We invite all families to write the names of departed loved ones in the books of remembrance. Mass Offering
Envelopes are also available. (names cannot be printed in the Weekly Bulletin due to the large volume). We
contemplate the lives and deaths of our loved ones and all the departed, recognizing our unity with them in the
Church, and praying for their eternal rest. It is a time to be thankful for the gift of life, remember the power of God's
love, and reflect on the destructive power of sin, while also reaffirming faith in eternal life through Christ's victory over
death. This day provides a moment to extend compassion, hope, and prayer for those who have passed.

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND

CWF NOVEMBER PARISH APPEAL - The Charitable Works Fund (CWF) Parish Appeal
is running this weekend 1st & 2nd November. The Quota for our parish is $7,675. Your
donation will help those most vulnerable in Sydney. Appeal envelopes are available in
the Church Foyer. You can also make a donation and find out more at

Your ("'C“( charity | www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

| et THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY SUPPORTING LIFELINE. DURING THE
52k Ll rel IMYCZ | woNTH oF OCTOBER WE RAISED $,1042.75.

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): On the Feast of All Souls, we pray for the souls of all those who have died. There are many choices of
readings for this day, all focusing on our belief in the resurrection of the dead and Jesus' promise of eternal life. The Gospel story of the raising of Lazarus
offers us many important insights about this aspect of our faith. Jesus was good friends with Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary. Lazarus had fallen
ill, and Martha and Mary had sent word to Jesus. Jesus delays his journey to them, however, and when he arrives in Bethany, he finds that Lazarus is
dead and has been buried for four days. The scene described at Bethany is a sad one; Lazarus and his family have many friends who have come to mourn
his death. Martha goes out to meet Jesus when he arrives. She cries with him, saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she
remains confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Jesus consoles her with the promise that Lazarus would rise from the dead. Martha affirms her
belief that there will be resurrection of the dead in the last days. Jesus promises her even more; he says that he himself is the Resurrection and the life
for all those who believe in him. Martha professes her faith in this, acknowledging that Jesus is Christ, the Son of God. This is the profession of faith we
continue to make, and it is the promise on which we base our hope for eternal life for ourselves and for all those who have died. In his death and
Resurrection, Jesus has conquered death for all those who believe in him. We believe that we continue to share a relationship with those who have died.
When we pray for the souls of the faithful departed, we are praying for those whose souls are journeying through purgatory, being prepared for eternal
life in heaven. We believe that our prayers for them will help to speed their journey to eternal life with God in heaven.

Family Connection: In Jesus' conversation with Martha, we learn that we can face death with hope because Jesus promises eternal life for all those who
believe in him. In his death and Resurrection, Jesus has conquered death once and for all. In the Communion of the Saints, we continue to share a
relationship with all those who have died. The saints in heaven intercede for us before God. We pray for the souls of the faithful departed. Our prayers
for them help speed their journey to full communion with the saints in heaven. We praise God for this tremendous gift of our faith. As you gather as a
family, remember the names of family members or friends who have died. Talk about these people, sharing memories of their lives and their influence
on your family. Recall that today is All Souls Day. On this day we remember all those who have died, and we pray for them. Read today's Gospel, John
11:17-27, in which we hear Jesus console his friend Martha after her brother's death. Talk about Jesus' promise of eternal life and our hope of eternal
life for all those who have died. Conclude by praying for all those who have died, naming in particular family members and friends. After each person is
named, pray together “Lord, have mercy.” Pray together the Act of Hope.

GOD'S WORD ORDERS CAN BE COLLECTED IN THE

Final
SACRISTY AFTER MASS Stoclc
2026 GOD’S WORD DAILY REFLECTIONS .
These Bible Diaries are designed to help you to keep the Word 20 copies left

of God close to your heart in your daily life. A companion on the

journey to pray, to share, to grow in God's love and be nourished

by the Word of God make these an ideal Christmas gift. Please

write your name and contact details on a payment envelope in the Church Foyer.
$20 each (rrp $21.95) Cash payments only.

St Martha'’s Piety Stall located in the Church foyer has a wide variety of sacramental and
religious goods such as candles, statues, rosaries, cards, and other devotional items. Please
see the warden after Mass if you would like to purchase an item.


http://www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

Let us keep the HSC students and their families in our prayers.

Prayer for HSC Students

Dear Lord, we ask for your blessing on our students that are
undertaking HSC Examinations.
Grant them the confidence they deserve from their years of diligent study.
Grant them the ability to comprehend questions
and effectively plan and articulate their responses.
May they be enriched by the gifts of the Holy Spirit
Wisdom, Understanding, Fortitude and Knowledge.
May their faith and piety give them the strength to face these examinations
and the satisfaction of achieving their personal best.
We ask these things though Christ Our Lord, Amen.

8th & 9th November

Special Ministers 5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Peter McCluskey Yvonne Martins Elias Family Andrew Bova
Marian McCluskey Volunteer Needed Maria Soares Volunteer Needed
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Readers Lisa Dennis Daniel Martins Elias Family Paulina Roncevic
Patricia Saad Volunteer Needed Mark Soares Volunteer Needed
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Altar Servers Celeste S. Jacob M. Alysha N. Volunteer Needed
Thomas S. Christian C. Aidan M. Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed Ryan W. Elias Family Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed Dylan W. Elias Family Volunteer Needed
5PM 8AM 10AM 6PM
Wardens Vince Blefari Peter Yamin Trudie Rogers Anthony Thurn

THE NEW ROSTER TO COMMENCE IN JANUARY 2026 IS CURRENTLY BEING COMPILED. IF YOU WISH TO JOIN
THESE MINISTRIES OR IF YOU WISH TO CHANGE YOUR CURRENT MASS TIME PLEASE WRITE YOUR DETAILS ON
THE ROSTER SHEETS PROVIDED. FOR ANY NEW MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE THAT A WWC CLEARANCE MUST BE
COMPLETED IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT ROSTER. THE DEADLINE IS MONDAY 15T DECEMBER.
THANK YOU.

Mass Intentions

Recently Deceased:  Alan Cuthbert, Kazimiera Kotulski, Paul Moynihan, Maree O’Hara, Brother Bob Wallace

Repose of The Soul:  Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Beard, Elias & Julia Georges, Luke Manassa, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin
Bouffler, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria
Colagiuri, Filomena & Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances & Harry
Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald &
Agnes Glass, Giuseppe Mazzaferro & Salvatore Corelli, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Joseph Tannous, Nejia
Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Monica & Patrick Ryan,

¢ Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Margaret Raeburn, Francesco & Mary

Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda
Reginato, Gladstone & Noel Jebanasam, Salvatore La Cava, Marie Mastan, llluminata Raspa, Rex Fernandes
& Pauline Gibson.

Anniversaries: Slaiman Herro, Elias Georges, Anthony Menino D’Costa, Hamide Najjar, Noha Dimnasi Srour, Frances Doumit,
Tina Doumit, Margaret McGannon, Don Khoury, Vito lannellla, Paul Albert Sarks, Michael Issa, Saad Saad,
Alfred, Charlotte & Juliette Alam, Ken & Patricia Miller, Maria Giovanna Frino..

Sick Intentions: Cameron Stacy, Helen McAlister, Sr Marilyn Farley, Elliot Leahy, Toni N, Norma Habib, Joe Everitt, Alf Buda,
Ann Cincotta-Tangey, Mark Samaha, John Weitering, , John Hay, Ajith Antony, Rudy Raeburn, Robert
Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim, George Jabbour, Dr
Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’'Donnell, Ken South, Siena Fabrie, Joanna
Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien, Maroun Moussa, Stephen Chase (snr),
Ajay Babu Avirneni.

Special Intentions: Gladstone Jebanasam, Kumari Naganathan, Nelly Galano, Dareth Flavell. Deceased friends, relatives &
Benefactors of the Dominican Order & St Vincent de Paul Society.

, o & CatholicCare /\Mds helpline L'le'm 1G00RESPECT

BI ue Anytime | Any Reason ik Suppm. Sume . SEXLIAL VIDLENgLDT.EjJT‘;: Liiiis SERvice
Beyond Blue CatholicCare - Archdiocese of Sydney Lifeline 1800RESPECT
P: 1300 22 4636 P:131810 call 1800 55 1800 P:131114 P: 1800737732

W: www beyondblue.org.au W: www.catholiccare.org W: www.lifeline.org.au W: www.1800respect.org.au



http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjh-4vRqa7aAhVHgbwKHRYSAQsQjRx6BAgAEAU&url=http://moziru.com/explore/Funeral clipart praying hand/&psig=AOvVaw1sgWCYJEEewpAqvuFbdIyV&ust=1523401602030459

Reftections

(Source of content: mycatholic.life)
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When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he had sat down, his disciples came to him. He began to teach them, saying: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5: 1-3

This weekend we celebrate one of the most glorious solemnities within our Church! Every saint, canonized or not, is honoured today. Our Gospel
passage lays out the path by which these saints entered Heaven. While on earth, these great men and women lived lives that were poor in spirit,
filled with a holy mourning, meekness, a hunger and thirst for righteousness, mercy, peace, purity of heart and even persecution. Each one of
these Beatitudes concludes by stating the reward that those who lived these qualities obtains: Heaven, comfort, satisfaction, mercy, seeing God,
being children of God and rewards beyond what we can imagine in God’s Kingdom. The Beatitudes invite us to the heights of holiness. They are
not for the faint of heart or for those living a lukewarm spiritual life. These Beatitudes present us with the pinnacle of holy living and challenge us
to the core. But every effort put into living these Beatitudes are worth it here on earth and ultimately in Heaven. Let’s look briefly at two of these
Beatitudes. The second Beatitude states that those “who mourn...will be comforted.” This is an interesting Beatitude. Why is it holy to mourn?
Simply put, this form of holy mourning means that you not only have a holy sorrow for your own sins but that you have this holy sorrow as you
see the many evils within our world. This is crucial today. First, it should be quite obvious that we must have holy sorrow for our own sins. Doing
so means your conscience is working. And when your conscience is working, you will be compelled, by this holy sorrow, to acknowledge your
offenses against God and work diligently to change. But we must also have a holy sorrow as we see the many evils within our world. Too often
today there is a tendency to undermine this Beatitude by presenting universal acceptance of all things as a good. We are told we must not judge,
and though that is true when it comes to judging another’s heart, a worldly presentation of this secular “virtue” attempts to lead us to downplay
the objective nature of sin. Our secular world tempts us to ignore many objective moral truths by which God guides us into all truth. But as
Christians, our first approach must be to despise all that our Lord taught was objectively morally evil. And when we do come face-to-face with
immoral lifestyles, the appropriate response must be holy sorrow, not acceptance of grave sin. To mourn over another’s poor choices is a true act
of charity toward them. The fourth Beatitude calls us to “hunger and thirst for righteousness.” This means that we not only have a holy sorrow
over our sins and the objective evils of our world, but that we also allow ourselves to be filled with a hunger and thirst for truth and holy living.
This drive must become a burning motivation within us to do all we can to further the Kingdom of God everywhere. This Beatitude enables us to
overcome indifference, inspiring us to bring about change in the face of all opposition. And this drive is fuelled by charity and every other
accompanying virtue. Reflect, today, upon the beautiful truth that you are called to become a saint. And the surest path to sainthood is the
Beatitudes. Read them carefully. Meditate upon them and know that they reveal to you how God is calling you to live. If one of these Beatitudes
stands out to you, then spend time focusing upon it. Work to internalize these graces, and God will work wonders in your life, one day making this
solemnity within our Church a true celebration of your life well lived. My most holy Lord, You reign now in Heaven and desire that Your glorious
Kingdom be firmly established upon earth. Give me the grace I need to seek holiness with all my heart and to especially use Your revelation of the
Beatitudes as the path by which I travel. I pray that I will become a true saint in this world and that You will use me to further Your Kingdom now
and for eternity. Jesus, I trust in You.

AY Soule ﬂay - Commemoration of AY the ﬁz/%f«/ ﬂe/mﬁ&‘a/

“For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life,
and I shall raise him on the last day.” John 6:40

The Solemnity of All Saints gave us an opportunity to celebrate and rejoice in the fact that there are countless people who have gone before us
who are now enjoying the glories of Heaven. These faithful souls lived lives that were grounded in God’s grace and have been fully purified of all
sin. They now gaze at our good God face-to-face. This weekend, we commemorate the fact that many who die in a state of grace are not immediately
ready to stand before the glorious throne of God and see Him face-to-face. The only way this is possible is if every sin and every attachment to sin
is purged from our souls. We must have nothing but pure charity alive within us if we are to enter the eternal glories of Heaven. But how many
people die in such a state? The Church, in her wisdom and holiness, has taught clearly through the centuries that when a person passes from this
world to the next while still attached to less serious sin, they need to be fully purified in order to enter Heaven. This is Purgatory. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church states: “All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation;
but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory
to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different f rom the punishment of the damned” (#1030-31a). For some, Purgatory can be a
frightening and even confusing thought. Why doesn’t God, in His infinite mercy, simply take all our loved ones who followed Him straight to
Heaven? The answer is simple. He does! And the path for them to Heaven is this incredible mercy of their final purification. Purification of all
attachment to sin within our soul is a mercy beyond what we can imagine. Through this final purification, God prepares the holy souls who have
died for an eternity of joy. But this purification is necessary because God, in His love, does not want any soul to live eternally with even a minor
attachment to sin. God wants us all free. The truth is that every sin on our soul, even the smallest one, is reason enough for us to be excluded from
Heaven. So Purgatory must be seen as a final mercy from God by which He lifts every last burden that keeps us from perfect love, so that our
eternity will be one of utmost freedom and ecstasy. God wants us to be filled only with the purity of love forever. Thus, upon our death, we are
graced to enter into a final and intense purification of every minor sin, so that when we see God in all His glory, we will see Him with the perfection
to which we are called. Purgatory is a gift, a grace, a mercy. It will be painful to go through in the same way that overcoming any sin is painful. But
the good fruit of freedom from sin makes every final purification we must endure worth it a hundredfold and more. Reflect, today, upon the
spiritual truth that God wants you to be a saint. If you are among those few who die in a state in which you are purified from every sin, then be
assured that you have already completed your purgatory on earth. But if you or your loved ones are among the many who still hold some minor
attachment to sin at the time of death, then rejoice that God is not done with you yet. Anticipate with much gratitude the final purification that
awaits and look forward to the freedom that ultimately comes from that purification. My merciful Lord, You desire that my soul and the souls of
all your faithful be purified of every sin, even the smallest imperfection. I thank You for the mercy of Purgatory and pray that I will continually
work toward that purification here and now. I pray, also, for all those who have gone before me and are still in need of these purifying fires. Pour
forth Your mercy upon them so that they may be counted among the saints in Heaven. Jesus, I trust in You.



