ST MARTHA’S PARISH STRATHFIELD

Parish Priest: Father John Hayes

Assistant Priest: Father Liem Duong
Administration Coordinator: Nicolle Mazzaferro admin@stmarthas.org.au ':’ O e

Sacramental Coordinator: Linda Praum sc@stmarthas.org.au
Safeguarding Officer: Dianne Dawson safeguarding@stmarthas.org.au S [HEE e
Parish Ministries Coordinator: Helen Williamson Al

Music Ministry: Marcella Ayoub & Marion Li
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Alannah Hickry What you do matters.

In the event of an attack

‘Young man, I say to you, get up’ - Luke 7
70 Homebush Rd Strathfield NSW 2135

’ .

Phone: 9746 6131  Fax: 9764 3040 _ StMartha’s School: 9764 1184
Email: office@stmarthas.org.au Email: info@stmstrathfield.catholic.edu.au
Website: www.stmarthas.org.au . I.>r|r.1C|paI: Carolyn Parsell

Parish Office Hours: / Assist Principal: Steven Belcastro
Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-5.00pm REC: Cindy Ronzini
THE PARISH OF ST MARTHA’S ACKNOWLEDGES THE WANGUL PEOPLE AS THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND ON WHICH THE CHURCH IS BUILT
Vision: Mission:
Welcoming Alive with the Spirit
Eucharistic Inspired by St Martha
Transformed by the Word We Celebrate & Witness
Full of Grace God’s love
Proclaiming Good News Using our Gifts & Talents
o MASS TIMES e e
) Ny
Tuesday: 7.30am P © AFE ARDIN P \°)
@ ; Wednesday: 9.10am ) \ g SAFE GUARDING \ g
é% (‘} Thursday: 9.10am
gb Friday: 9.10am A reminder to parents that the Notice-Board located at the side entrance
Saturday: 9.10am, 5pm Vigil Mass contains various resources for children regarding Safeguarding.
Sunday: 8.00am; 10.00am & 6.00pm A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY.
15 Saturday of every month: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.
8.30am Adoration fobilowe d by Mass a; 9.10am If you,or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can
' y ' ) contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or
Divine Mercy Pray ecited ‘ T’ursday after 9.10am safequardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mass. We welco@nA@r e you to come along You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and
) ) guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligationto report crimes to the police.

AUSTEALAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

Commitment Statement

. The Archdiocese of Sydney is wholly committed to ensuring the safety, well-being and dignity
ACU Strathfield Campus celebrates Mass every Wednesday and

. " ofall Children and A" %as. rtant legal, moral and
Friday at 12:00pm. The Campus is lpcated 25A Barker Road, spiritualresponsibilty t‘(l“‘,; . for Chilg(]jren and Adults.
— Strathfield. Everyone is welcome. Ns‘w Off|ce oi: the )
vl RECONCILIATION: sonmen | Children’s Guardian
)\@ Saturday after 9.10am Mass or by appointment.
BAPTISM:
2nd & 4t Sundays of the month at 11.00am Please be aware that if you “TAG” St Martha's in photos on your
Please introduce yourself to Father after Mass to request a Baptism Facebook page, the images also appear on an “unofficial” St Martha’s
Information pack. Contact the Parish office for more information. Facebook page. This “unofficial” page was created automatically by
MARRIAGES: By appointment only. -{-; Facebook and is not cpntrolled by St Martha’s. Wg kindly remind you to
(6 months’ notice is required). A/ take care when uploading photos of any children without parent consent.

ROSARY: IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Tuesday & Saturday after morning Mass IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING MINISTRIES YOU ARE
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 8.30am REQUIRED TO SIGN IN - ACOLYTES; READERS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS;
6.00pm on Fridays in conjunction with Marian Movement of Priests CHOIR; CHILDREN’S LITURGY (LEADERS & CHILDREN) & SACRAMENTAL
Cenacle and Divine Mercy Chaplet. PROGRAM (LEADERS & CHILDREN). SIGN IN FOLDERS ARE KEPT IN THE

ST MARTHA’S PRAYER GROUP: SACRISTY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.
Mondays 10.30am — 11.30am (during the school term only) ALTAR SERVERS ARE NOT PERMITTED IN THE SACRISTY WITHOUT A
PARENT/TEACHER. THE SIGN IN FOLDER IS LOCATED IN THE CORRIDOR
PLAYGROUP: \ OUTSIDE THE SACRISTY.
St Martha’s Primary School Playgroup is a great opportunity for SEE AN ACOLYTE IN THE SACRISTY PRIOR TO MASS.
children aged 0 to 5 years to enjoy some books and craft activities Please support our Catholic Press
and get to know each other. From 8.50am to 10.00am in the Copies of the Catholic Weekly are in the Church Foyer $2.

upstairs school hall.

Playgroup runs every 2" Monday during the school term only.
Contact: elena.razzoli @syd.catholic.edu.au
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GOD'S WORD 2026 GOD’S WORD DAILY REFLECTIONS

Final Stock PRE-ORDERED COPIES CAN NOW BE

COLLECTED IN THE SACRISTY AFTER MASS

These Bible Diaries are designed to help you to keep the Word of

$20 God close to your heart in your daily life. A companion on the
journey to pray, to share, to grow in God's love and be nourished
by the Word of God make these an ideal Christmas gift.

- gt Cash payments only - Please see Father in the Sacristy after Mass.

10 copies left

During the month of November, we remember those who have returned to the Father

We invite all families to write the names of departed loved ones in the books of remembrance. Mass Offering
Envelopes are also available. (names cannot be printed in the Weekly Bulletin due to the large volume). We
contemplate the lives and deaths of our loved ones and all the departed, recognizing our unity with them in the
Church, and praying for their eternal rest. It is a time to be thankful for the gift of life, remember the power of God's
love, and reflect on the destructive power of sin, while also reaffirming faith in eternal life through Christ's victory over
death. This day provides a moment to extend compassion, hope, and prayer for those who have passed.

C F CWF NOVEMBER PARISH APPEAL - The Charitable Works Fund (CWF)
Parish Appeal is still running this weekend. The Quota for our parish is
$7.675. Your donation will help those most vulnerable in Sydney. Appeal

envelopes are available in the Church Foyer. You can also make a
donation and find out more at www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

CHARITABLE WORKS FUND
Your {sead charity

Background on the Gospel Reading (Loyola Press): The story of the cleansing of the Temple is found in all four Gospels. In Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, Jesus is upset with the deceitful practices of the vendors and expels them for that reason. But in John, Jesus' authority is
contrasted with the authority of the Temple cult and is a criticism of the cult itself. The story is composed of two parts, Jesus' action in
the Temple and Jesus' predictions about the Temple's destruction. The time of year is the sacred feast of Passover. If the many pilgrims
to Jerusalem during Passover were to have animals for the sacrificial rituals of the feast, it was necessary to sell cattle in the Temple and
to change the unclean Roman money. By denouncing this, Jesus is cutting to the core of the Temple cult. The story is really about Jesus'
fate, not the Temple's fate, revealing that Jesus, not the Temple, is the locus of God's presence on earth. As they often do in John, the
Jews misunderstand Jesus' words. This gives John the chance to explicitly state his point. Although this is the beginning of his ministry,
Jesus is already speaking of his coming death and Resurrection. John intentionally integrates a post-Resurrection perspective into the
Gospel narrative. The statement that concludes this passage uses the fact of the Resurrection to prove the point of Jesus' words. Believers
need to remember the words and actions of Jesus and claim them as affirmations of the truths of their faith. Christians sometimes point
to Jesus' anger in this passage as a way to point out Jesus' humanity. But this would miss the powerful point of the entire Gospel, that
the Word became flesh. The point is not that Jesus' anger proves he is human. It is that a human being, in his words and actions, can claim
the authority of God.

Family Connection: Families take pride in their homes and strive to keep them neat and clean inside and out. Talk as a family about the
various chores that each family member has that contributes to the upkeep of the home. Thank each member for doing his or her chores
and encourage everyone to take pride in the home. Explain that people's homes are a reflection of themselves and that a home that is
clean and welcoming shows respect and hospitality. Point out that this Sunday, the Church celebrates one of its very special homes: the
Basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome. Explain that this basilica is the seat of the Bishop of Rome, the pope, and that, as we celebrate its
dedication, we are reminded of the people the building represents: the pope and all God's people throughout the world. Read aloud this
Sunday's Gospel, John 2:13-22. Say: When we celebrate the dedication of this great church, we are reminded of our own parish church
where we gather to celebrate and, even more so, of our domestic church, our home, where we encounter God every day. Remind family
members that when they are asked to do chores that contribute to the upkeep of the home, they are contributing to the upkeep of the
domestic church.

St Martha’s Piety Stall located in the Church foyer has a wide variety of
sacramental and religious goods such as candles, statues, rosaries,
cards, and other devotional items. Please see the warden after Mass if
you would like to purchase an item.


http://www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf

Remembrance Day 2025
The First World War Armistice came into effect at 11am on the 11" day of the 11" Month in 1918. We remember
the courageous men and women who gave their lives in wartime and as a result of war. As we remember the lives
that have been lost, let us promise each other to work for the freedom of all who are oppressed in the world today.
We ask this prayer in the name of Jesus who taught us how to live. Amen.

Mass will be celebrated at 7.30am on Tuesday 11*" November
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember them.

Lest we forget!

15t & 16" November

5PM
Tandiono Family

Special Ministers

Tandiono Family

5PM
Readers Natalie Baini

Maria Soo
5PM
Lincoln M.
Hayden M.
Zachary A.

Altar Servers

8AM
Gina Surjadinata
Andri Surjadinata
8AM
Maria Yu

Robert Smith
8AM
Mary Louise I.
Archie S.
Shannon D.

10AM
Anne Marrins
Rita Piras
10AM
Helen Williamson

Rachel Suriano
10AM
Beatrice L.
Holly C.
Bonett Family

6PM
Kynetha Torcato
Volunteer Needed
6PM
Owen Loney

Volunteer Needed
6PM
Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed
Volunteer Needed

Wardens

Volunteer Needed
6PM
Paulina Roncevic

Volunteer Needed
8AM
Anton De Almaida

Volunteer Needed
5PM
Linda Praum

Bonett Family
10AM

Trudie Rogers

THE NEW ROSTER TO COMMENCE IN JANUARY 2026 IS CURRENTLY BEING COMPILED. IF YOU WISH TO JOIN
THESE MINISTRIES OR IF YOU WISH TO CHANGE YOUR CURRENT MASS TIME PLEASE WRITE YOUR DETAILS ON
THE ROSTER SHEETS PROVIDED. FOR ANY NEW MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE THAT A WWC CLEARANCE MUST BE
COMPLETED IF YOU WISH TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT ROSTER. THE DEADLINE IS MONDAY 15T DECEMBER.

THANK YOU.

CHRISTMAS ROSTER SIGN UP SHEETS ARE NOW IN THE CHURCH FOYER

Mass Intentions

Anniversaries:

Sick Intentions:

Special Intentions:

Recently Deceased:
Repose of The Soul:

Alan Cuthbert, Kazimiera Kotulski, Paul Moynihan, Maree O’Hara, Brother Bob Wallace

Fr Adrian Horgan, Fr Paul Ryan, Fr Mark Beard, Elias & Julia Georges, Luke Manassa, Alfredo Pjanic, Kevin
Bouffler, Br Ray Dowding, Francesco & Sarina Campanale, Daniel Lucich, Stefano, Francesco & Maria
Colagiuri, Filomena & Giuseppe Pagano, Matteo & Caterina Genova, Caterina Guarnia, Frances & Harry
Doumit, Frederick McDowell, Dorothy Harris, James Brady, Elizabeth Keating, Anne Cecilia Glass, Reginald &
Agnes Glass, Giuseppe Mazzaferro & Salvatore Corelli, Gerald & Frances Gleeson, Joseph Tannous, Nejia
Tannous, Faado, Alice & Slaiman Herro, Aldo & Fiorella Amarino, Salvatore’ Puglisi, Monica & Patrick Ryan,
Elie Sahyoun, Christopher John Stewart, Stephen Maxwell Stewart, Margaret Raeburn, Francesco & Mary
Sorbello, Bruce & Estelle Thurn, Gerald Wilson, Lisa Cooke, Michael & Mary Cassar, Giuseppe & Romilda
Reginato, Gladstone & Noel Jebanasam, Salvatore La Cava, Marie Mastan, llluminata Raspa, Rex Fernandes
& Pauline Gibson.

Slaiman Herro, Elias Georges, Anthony Menino D’Costa, Hamide Najjar, Noha Dimnasi Srour, Frances Doumit,
Tina Doumit, Margaret McGannon, Don Khoury, Vito & Giuseppina lannella, Paul Albert Sarks, Michael Issa,
Saad Saad, Alfred, Charlotte & Juliette Alam, Ken & Patricia Miller, Maria Giovanna Frino..

Dareth Flavell, Cameron Stacy, Helen McAlister, Sr Marilyn Farley, Elliot Leahy, Toni N, Norma Habib, Joe
Everitt, Alf Buda, Ann Cincotta-Tangey, Mark Samaha, John Weitering, , John Hay, Ajith Antony, Rudy
Raeburn, Robert Rumore, Carminella Tiberio, Theo McLean, Joseph Akkary, Sylvia Watson, Virgilio Lim,
George Jabbour, Dr Maher Ishak Morian, Stephanie Harrington, Phil Harriss, Sophie O’Donnell, Ken South,
Siena Fabrie, Joanna Jo, Simon Alam, Rosanne Sukkar, Henry D’Souza, Danielle Fabien, Maroun Moussa,
Stephen Chase (snr), Ajay Babu Avirneni.

Deceased friends, relatives & Benefactors of the Dominican Order & St Vincent de Paul Society.

Beyond
, Blue

Beyond Blue
P: 1300 22 4636
W: www.beyondblue.org.au
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Crisis Support. Suicide Prevention.
i - : Lifeline 1800RESPECT
e p::;c::;ﬁe S Ca 111800 55 1800 P:131114 P: 1800 737 732
W: www.catholiccare.org W: www_lifeline.org.au W. www.1800respect.org.au
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/@f/w Lion fﬂ/‘ the Feast af the Dedioation af the Lateran Basitica, Fome

(My Catholic Life)

“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews said, “This temple has been under construction
for forty-six years, and you will raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his Body.
~John 2:19-21

The most important temple is the temple of a person’s soul because God dwells within each one of us. In the most secret centre of
our being is that sacred sanctuary where we meet God. Saint Teresa of Avila called it the Presence Chamber, the most central and
interior dwelling place within us. In addition to the temple of the soul, there are many sacred places throughout the world. There are
shrines, churches, basilicas, grottos, cathedrals, and other holy places that are set aside for the sole purpose of worship of God. They
are to be a Heaven on earth, a place where we join with the Seraphim, Cherubim, and Thrones in their angelic praises of the Most
Holy Trinity. Today’s feast commemorates one such place, the most important church on earth. In the city of Rome, there are four
major basilicas. The first three are Saint Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City, the Basilica of Saint Paul Outside the Walls, and the Basilica
of Saint Mary Major. The fourth is the Archbasilica Cathedral of the Most Holy Saviour and of Saints John the Baptist and John the
Evangelist in the Lateran, also called Saint John Lateran, or the Lateran Basilica for short. Of the four major basilicas, the oldest and
most important is Saint John Lateran, the dedication of which is remembered today. Though the pope now lives next to Saint Peter’s
Basilica, Saint John Lateran is the official cathedral of Rome. That means Saint John Lateran is not only the mother church of the
Archdiocese of Rome but also the mother church of the entire world.

The church building has a long and storied history. In the year 64, the erratic and cruel Roman Emperor Nero blamed a devastating
fire in Rome on the Christians. In retaliation, he ordered the execution of many Christians, including Saints Peter and Paul. In 65,
there was a conspiracy to kill Nero with the help of the Counsel-designate Plautius Lateranus (Lateran). When Nero learned of the
plot, heimmediately beheaded Lateranus and confiscated his home, the Lateran Palace. Subsequent Roman emperors used the palace
in various ways over the next 250 years, such as a military fort. In 312, when Constantine the Great became the sole ruler of the
Western Roman Empire, he took possession of the Lateran Palace. The following year, after issuing the Edict of Milan with Emperor
Licinius of the Eastern Roman Empire, Constantine donated the Lateran Palace to Pope Miltiades who first used it to conduct a synod
of bishops and then began constructing the first Basilica in Rome. Upon its completion in the year 324, it was dedicated by Pope
Sylvester and given the name the “House of God,” with a special designation to Christ the Saviour. With that, the first cathedral in the
most important diocese was established. Constantine the Great did much to help the Catholic Church flourish after legalizing its
practice. He saw to it that the Lateran Basilica was beautifully decorated with gold and silver. He also built many other churches in
Rome, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and Constantinople. Up until that time, the church had suffered greatly, always fearing persecution and
death. Now, it had its first cathedral in the heart of Rome, beautifully decorated, with the Roman Emperor’s full support.

Though the basilica was first dedicated to Christ the Saviour, in the tenth century Pope Sergius Il added a new baptistry and
rededicated the basilica to Saint John the Baptist. In the twelfth century, Pope Lucius II dedicated the basilica to Saint John the
Evangelist. The basilica, therefore, honours Christ the Saviour first and the two Saint Johns as the co-patrons. Though the Lateran
Basilica has remained the pope’s cathedral from the time of its dedication, the Lateran Palace, next to the Basilica, was the papal
residence from 324-1305. In 1305, Pope Clement V was elected to the papacy and refused to move to Rome. In 1309, he moved the
entire papal court to Avignon, France, where it remained until Pope Gregory XI returned to Rome from Avignon in 1377. Upon the
pope’s return to Rome, the Lateran Palace was in disrepair due to two fires, so the pope eventually built a new palace next to Saint
Peter’s on Vatican Hill, where every subsequent pope has resided until today. As we honour the mother church of the whole world,
ponder the importance of a church building. A church is sacred because it is exclusively dedicated to the worship of God. Saint John
Lateran is an exclusive-purpose church. It is the pope’s cathedral from which the entire Church is governed and the central place of
worship for the world. As we honour the dedication of that church in 324, pray for the Church today. Pray for your local parish,
religious institutions, religious orders, dioceses, national conferences, and the Universal Church headed in Rome. Our churches and
sacred places exist to be places where we come to encounter God. Pray for the pope in a particular way today, that Saint John Lateran
will always be a place where he, and every pope after him, will encounter God in a profound way.

/D/‘aye/‘,'

Christ our Saviour, through the intercessions of Saints John the Baptist and John the Evangelist, I pray for the
Church today. I pray for your abundant mercy upon every sinner whom you are calling into your Church for
reconciliation. I pray for my local parish, diocese, country, and the Universal Church headed in Rome. I especially
pray for the Holy Father, the pastor of the Lateran Basilica and shepherd of the whole Church. Draw him close to
You, make him holy, and use him to draw many people to Yourself. Saints John the Baptist and John the
Evangelist, pray for us. Jesus I trust in You. Amen.



